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PREFACE. 


PlAD  I  not  been  flattered  in  the  ac- 
counts my  friends  have  given    me  of 

-  the  favourable  reception,  which  my 
letters  regarding  the  weftern  territo- 
ry of  America  received  in  England, 
perhaps  I  fhould  not  have  been  bold 

1  enough  to  offer  a  work  of  this  kind 
to  the  world. 

In  this  hiftory  I  have  fcrupuloufly 
i  attended   to    natural    circumft'ances/ 
vol.  i.  a  and 


(  ii  ) 

and  the  manners  of  the  day ;  and  in 
every  particular  I  have  had  a  real 
character  for  my  model.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  (lory  is  founded  up- 
on fafts,  and  I  was  only  induced  to 
give  the  work  in  the  ftyle  of  a  novel, 
from  believing  it  would  prove  more 
acceptable  to  the  generality  of 
readers. 

Perhaps  it  is  the  mofl  effe&ual  way 
of  communicating  moral  inflru&ion  ; 
for  when  the  vices  and  follies  of  the 
world  are  held  up  to  us5  fo  con- 
neftedly  with  incidents  which  are  in- 
terfiling, it  is  moil  likely  they  will 
jeave  a  more  lading  impreffion  than 
when  given  in  a  dull  narative. 

How 


(  iii  ) 
How  far  I  have  fucceeded  in  my 
objeft,  mud  be  left  to  the  world  to  de- 
termine ;  for  I  have  neither  the  vanity 
to  expeft,  nor  the  arrogance  to  claim 
any  other  merit,  than  having  endea- 
voured to  prompt  many  readers  to 
turn  their  thoughts  toward  the  impor- 
tant political  queftions  now  agitated 
throughout  Europe;  for  upon  the  fate 
of  which,  doubtlefs,  materially  de- 
pends the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

Thefe  important  principles  have 
been  treated  of  by  fo  many  authors 
of  the  mod  confummate  penetration 
and  talents,  that  it  would  only  be  a 
prefumption  in  me  to  attempt  to  fay 
any  thing  new  upon  the  fubjeft ;  for 
a  2  I  believe 


(     iv     ) 

I  beleive  it  is  only  poffible  to  place 
the  fame  ideas  in  different  points  of 
view. 

Men  of  underftanding,  who  are 
not  biaffed  by  felfifli  confiderations, 
entertain  nearly  the  fame  fentiments 
upon  political  fcience;  and  contem- 
plate  the  progreffive  improvements  in 
arts  and  government,  as  finding  to 
that  perfection,  which  limits  the  hu- 
man capacity  ;  and  it  is  only  the  er- 
rors of  education,  that  have  caufed 
many  perfons  to  reafon  upon  a  prac- 
tical polity,  deduced  from  falfe  prin- 
ciples, grounding  their  arguments  up- 
on the  examples  which  the  ancient 
itates  of  Greece  and  Rome  afford  us, 

without 


(  v  ) 
without  recollefting  thofe  exifted, 
when  fociety  was  in  an  infant  ftate — 
when  knowledge  was  monopolized, — 
when  fuperflition  fupplied  the  place 
of  reafon,  that  the  imperfetlions  of 
their  own  fyftems  made  them  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  furrounding  barbarians  ; 
and  that  the  cloud  of  ignorance  which 
overfpread  Europe  for  many  centu- 
ries paft,  totally  eclipfed  the  rays  of 
truth,  while  the  government  of  men 
was  a  mere  trick  of  ftate,  and  that 
thus  it  happened,  the  ill  digefted  fyf- 
tems in  modern  Europe  have  been 
produftive  of  fo  many  miferies  to 
mankind. 

Printing  and  navigation  have  com- 

pleatly    changed  the  complexion  of 

a  3  Europe ; 


(  vi  ) 
Europe ;  they  mull  change  that  of 
the  whole  globe:  and  the  diffemina- 
tion  of  knowledge,  muft  mould  the 
minds  of  men  into  a  more  focial  tex- 
ture ;  and  when  reciprocality  confti- 
tutes  the  bafis  of  politics,  proteftion 
will  be  extended  to  every  defcription 
of  perfons  ;  and  not  untill  that  is  done 
will  the  great  objeft  of  philofophy  be 
anfwered. 

As  to  the  form  of  a  government, 
provided  its  conftituent  principles  are 
good,  and  the  executive  part  has  effi- 
ciency, it  is  all  that  is  required  ;  and 
certainly,  the  more  fimple  the  fprings 
it  afts  upon,  the  greater  will  be  its 

unity, 


(     vii     ) 
unity,  and  the  more  extenfive  its  pro- 
tection. 

It  is  not  in  the  lead  extraordinary, 
that  the  generality  of  men  fhould  be 
divided  in  their  political  fentiments, 
nor  that  Englishmen  (hould  believe 
that  their  political  fyftem  is  the  ma- 
del  of  perfection;  fince  Great  Britain 
for  many  centuries,  was  the  only  coun- 
try upon  the  earth  where  the  advan- 
tages of  freedom  have  been  properly 
afcertained;  and  if  they  are  intitled 
to  the  merit  of  having  {hewn  to  man- 
kind the  radiance  of  its  form,  and  laid 
the  foundation  by  their  manly  efforts 
for  its  extenfion,  and  thus  illumined 
the    reafoning  faculties  of  half  the 

WORLDa 


! 
(     viii     ) 

world,  it  is  perhaps  time  to  place  a 
mirror  to  their  view,  that  they  may  be- 
hold the  decay  of  thofe  features, 
which  once  were  fo  lovely. 

It  is  not  altogether  fair,  to  infer 
from  the  profperity  of  a  country,  that 
its  miniflry  is  equitable,  and  its  go- 
vernment falutary.  That  is  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  improvements  in  arts 
and  manufactures,  the  progrefs  of 
agriculture,  and  the  accumulations  of 
capitals  employed  in  trade. 

But  it  is  necefTary,  to  look  into  the 
miferies  of  individuals  ;  for  it  was  the 
objeft  of  man,  when  he  entered  into 
a  ftate  of  fociety  to  fecure  his  com- 
fort 


(  jP  ) 

fort  and  happinefs,  and  not  to  aggran- 
dize  one  citizen,  at  the  expence  of 
another  ;  and  every  benevolent  and 
generous  man  muft  pronounce  that 
an  imperfeft  or  unjuft  fyftem,  which 
fuffers  the  innocent  and  unfortunate, 
to  become  viclims  to  its  policy. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  many  mis- 
fortunes which  daily  happen  in  do- 
meftic  life,  and  which  too  often  pre- 
cipitate women  of  the  moft  virtuous 
inclinations  into  the  gulf  of  ruin, 
proceed  from  the  great  difficulty  there 
is  in  England,  of  obtaining  a  divorce. 
Thole  who  have  paid  a  fuperficial  re- 
gard to  this  fubje6t,  will  be  of  a  diffe- 
rent opinion. 

Should 


(  I  ) 

Should  it  be  afked  for  what  reafon 
I  withold  my  opinion,  if  I  have 
formed  one,  refpecting  what  ought  to 
be  the  nature  of  law  upon  this  fub- 
je&,  I  mould  anfwer.  that  this  is  not 
altogether  a  proper  \\<ork  for  a  bu- 
finefs  of  that  importance  ;  nor  have 
I  the  prefumption  to  attempt  to  le- 
giflate  for  the  world  ;  for  my  objeft 
is  confined  to  induce  them  to  reflect 
upon  the  unhappy  confequences  which 
flow  from  the  prefent  practice,  and 
that  they  may  take  into  their  confide* 
ration,  the  eftablifhing,  by  a  more 
manly  and  enlightened  policy,  laws 
that  will  in  future  prevent  the  facri- 
lege  which   the  prefent  praftices  of 

matrix 


(  XI  ) 

matrimonial   engagements  neceflarily 
produce. 

It  was  no  fmall  furprife  to  me  when 
I  was  in  England,  to  find  a  man,  wTho 
had  been  firft  minifter,  in  a  neigh- 
bouring kingdom,  and  who  had  fled 
from  his  country,  to  avoid  being  pu- 
nifhed  for  a  robbery  aftually  commit- 
ted upon  the  property  with  which 
he  was  intruded,  not  only  obtain  an 
afylum  in  Great  Britain,  but  to  be 
careffed  and  clofetted  repeatedly 
both  with  the  minifler  and  his  marten 
after  the  notoriety  of  his  peculation 
was  as  flagrant  as  the  aftion  was  dif- 
honourable,  appeared  truly  aftonifh- 


(  xii  ) 
ing ;  and  I  was  fatisfied,  while  fuch 
were  the  moral  fentiments,  at  what 
you  call  the  fountain  head  of  juftice, 
it  mud  be  fomething  like  a  miracle 
that  can  prevent  depravity  from  be- 
coming general* 


THE 


THE 

EMIGRANTS,     &c. 


Introduction. 
MR.  T — — n  was  an  eminent  merchant 
in  the  city  of  London*  part  of  whofe  fa- 
mily having  been  extravagant,  ruined  his 
fortune,  and  obliged  him  to  feek  an  afylum 
in  America. 

His  whole  family,  which  confided  of  an 
only  fon,  and  three  daughters,  the  young- 
eft  of  whom  was  Caroline,  followed  his  for- 
tune. 

Whether  the  character  of  the  old  man 
had  been  that  of  a  fair  trader,  or  not,  I 
never  gave  myfelf  any  concern  about;  as 
I  have  ever  felt  myfelf  fuperior  to  re- 
ceiving any  unfavourable  impreffion  againft 

vol.   i.  b  an 
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an  innocent  progeny,  for  the  depravity  of 
their  parents. 

It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  old  gen- 
tleman upon  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia, 
thought  it  mofl  prudent  to  remove  into 
the  back  fettlements  of  the  country,  and 
there  in  obfcurity  endeavour  to  preferve 
that  tranquillity,  to   which  the  follies  and 

diflipation  of  Mrs.  T n  and  his  fon  had 

made  him  a  ftranger. 

.  There  would  have  been  fome  virtue  in 
that  determination,  had  it  been  uncontamU 
nated  with  that  miferable  felnjhnefs,  which 
ever  characterizes  little  minds ;  for  it  feems 
that  the  old  man's  principal  object,  was  to 
avoid  the  importunities  of  his  creditors, 
who  might  have  followed  him  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  departure  of  this  unfortunate  family 
from  Philadelphia,  exhibited  a  moll  pathe- 
tic fcene. 

Eliza,  the  eldeft  daughter,  had  been  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  F ,  who  had  been  paffen- 

ger 
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ger  in  the  fhip  which  conveyed  them  acrofs 
the  Atlantic,  and  who  having  fettled  his 
bufinefs,  was  about  to  return  to  England ; 
and  while  fhe  was  preparing  to  reiume  her 
rank  in  the  gay  circles  of  London,  decked 
with  all  the  elegance  of  a  fplendid  fortune, 
and  to  move  in  the  radiance  of  courtly 
lures,  this  deje&ed  family  was  preparing  to 
traverfe  a  region  which  they  had  been 
taught  to  believe  was  inhabited  moflly  by 
wild  beafts  and  favages ;  unattended,  except 
by  the  driver  of  the  waggon,  they  had  hired 
for  the  purpofe  of  tranfporting  the  fmall 
hoards  they  had  preferved  from  the  wreck 
of  that  opulence,  they  once  fo  prodigally 
fquandered. 

The  lovely  Caroline's  face  diffufed  the 
the  foft  effulgence  of  an  opening  rofe  when 
heaven  impearls  it  with  the  morning  dew: 
— and  as  you  have  feen  the  aether  of  a  weft- 
em  fky  brighten  the  horizon  in  the  even- 
ing fhowers  of  June,  fo  fliot  the  sethereal 
fparks  from  her  half-clofed  eye. — With  her 
b  2  heart 
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heart  beating  high  in  the  transports  of  na- 
ture her  lovely  bofom  feemed  to  palpitate 
-with  emotions  which  threatened  the  con- 
fines of  her  delicate  frame;  and  when  flie 
was  fevered  from  the  arms  of  her  more 
fortunate  filler,  it  appeared  as  if  the  fibres 
of  her  tender  heart  would  burft  with  the 
agonies  of  forrow. 

Every  fpeclator  caught  the  flame  of  fym- 
pathy,  and  in  that  querulous  moment,  we 
appeared  like  the  mourners  of  Adonis  fur- 
rounding  the  Queen  of  Love. — The  hafty 
hours  upon  the  rapid  wings  of  Time  hur- 
ried on  the  moment  of  their  departure. — 
Language  then  was  mute. — As  when  a 
fnipwrecked  crew,  who  are  entombed  in 
the  boifterous  waves,  and  whofe  murmurs 
ceafe,  and  you  no  longer  hear  aught  but  the 
[Voiding  winds ;^-as  fuch  was  that  luclifer- 
tus  fchifm. 


LETTER 


THE    EMIGRANTS. 


LETTER   I. 

Mr.  II ray  to  Capt.  Arl — ton. 

Philadelphia,  Sept. 

My  Dear  Arl — ton, 

THEEnglifh  family  which  I  have 
fo  often  mentioned  in  my  letters  to  you, 
and  who  appear  to  be  reduced  to  extreme 
penury,  left  us  this  morning  for  Pittfburg. 

I  was  prefent  at  their  departure,  and  fuch 
were  the  fenfations  I  experienced  at  that 
interefting  fcene,  that  I  am  fure  it  has 
made  impreffions  too  lading  for  time  to 
eraze. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe  of 
their  prefent  wretchednefs,  is  of  no  con- 

fequence, intrepid     generofity     never 

waits  to  enquire  into  caufes  which  lead  to 

fuch  lamentable  events;   but  eagerly  feeks 

b  3  for 
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for  an  opportunity  to  alleviate  the  pangs  of 
human  mifery. 

Figure  to  yourfelf  two  beautiful  girls* 
pofTeifed  of  all  the  graces  of  perfon  and 
mind,  which  nature  and  the  embellifhments 
of  education  can  furnifh — born  to  prof- 
peels,  the  mod  flattering — arrived  at  that 
age  when  the  human  heart  begins  to  thrill 
with  ardent  expectations  for  the  poffefTion 
of  thofe  focial  pleafures,  and  matured  rap- 
tures, which  difTufe  a  mild  luftre  over  the 
dignity  of  our  nature;  and  which  fo  amply 
compenfates  for  the  tedious  aera  of  juvenile 
mortifications; — now  torn  from  the  bofom 
of  their  friends  and  dear  relatives, — banifh- 
ed  from  their  country  into  the  wilds  of  a 
defart,  and  in  the  gloomy  atmofphere  of 
forrow,  perhaps  they  have  not  enough  of 
paltry  gold  to  procure  fuftenance  ;  and  I 
am  fure  that  your  motions  will  be  accele- 
rated, in  order  to  overtake  them,  that  you 
may  adminifter  fome  relief  to  their  diftra£U 

cd  minds. 

I  know 


THE    EMIGRANTS.  7 

I  know  you  are  a  foldier,  which  is  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  warranty  to  me  for  the  practice  of 
that  delicacy  which  ever  diftinguifhes  the 
gentleman,  and  real  generofity  from  an 
oltentatious  benevolence. 

There  is  a  manner  in  doing  every  thing, 
and.  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  your 
friendfhip,  to  fuppofe  you  will  deprive 
me  of  the  pleafure  of  having  contribued  to 
the  relief  of  thofe  amiable  girls. — The  plan 
refts  between  us. — It  mail  never  be  pro- 
mulged  by  me. — Draw  upon  me  at  fight. 

Adieu, 

G.    Il— RAY. 


b  4  LETTER 
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LETTER  II. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II — ray. 

Baltimore,  Sept. 

I  Received  your  letter  two  days 
after  date,  my  dear  friend,  and  have  with  the 
greateft  alacrity  prepared  for  my  journey. 

I  hope  to  fet  out  in  the  courfe  of  to- 
morrow, and  as  your  fair  friends  will  only 
have  had  five  days  the  ftart  of  me,  I  expect 
to  overtake  them  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain. 

You  fhall  hear  from  me  on  my  arrival  at 
Pittfburg. — But  let  me  beg  that  in  our  fu- 
ture correfpondence,  nothing  may  be  faid 
of  pecuniary  matters;  as  I  had  flattered 
myfelf  that  you  had  known  your  friend 
better. 

j.  Arl — ton. 

LET-. 
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LETTER    III. 

Mrs.  W to  Mifs  R . 

Pittfburg,  Sept. 
WE  had  but  juft  arrived  here  my 

dear  R when  a  circumftance  whimficai 

enough  happened.  Among  the  gentlemen 
of  the  army  who  have  retired  to  this  coun- 
try, is  a  Dr.  K ,  an  old  acquaintance  of 

Mr.  W 's.     The  Doctor  is  a  man  of 

facetious  manners,  grotefque  figure,  and 
of  an  amiable  difpofition,  and  with  a  very 
fenfible  heart,  which  ever  makes  him  a  dupe 
to  the  artifices  of  defigning  woman. 

Mr.  W whofe  greatefl  foible,  and 

which  is  a  very  dangerous  one,  is  that  of 
laying  fchemes  to  promote  his  mirth  at  the 
expence  of  his  friends,  induced  him  to  fug- 
gelt  to  the  Doctor  the  idea  of  paying  his 
addreffes  to  a  buxom  young  widow,  who  is 
laid  to  be  poflefled  of  confiderable  property. 
b  5  The 
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The  Doctor  confulted  his  friend  Capt. 

C upon  the  bufmefs,  -when  he  faid  to 

the  Captain,  that  though  his  figure  was 
aukward,  yet,  he  thought  (ftroaking  his 
face  at  the  fame  time)  that  his  countenance 
was  that  of  a  gentleman;  in  that  opinion 
C  ■  "■  did  not  fail  to  flatter  him,  and  en- 
couraged his  intention,  by  affuring  him, 
that  his  addrefs  was  irrefiftible. 

Such  is  the  vanity  of  men,  my  dear  R — ,. 
that  there  is  not  one  among  them,  however 
deformed  and  emaciated,  but  think,  'they 
have  only  to  direct  their  artillery  agfrff  \  us, 
tt>  make  us  furrender  at  their  mercy. 

The  Doclorhad  fcarcely  commenced  his 
attack;  when  the  widow  upbraided  him  for 
his  folly,  and  as  C— is  a  man  who  can- 
not refill  his  propensity  to  cxpofe  every 
thing  which  is  pleafant,  we  had  the  (lory 
with  all  the  particulars  one  day  at  dinner, 
in  the  Doctor's  pretence,  as  having  hap- 
pened to  a  perfon  of  C 's  acquaintance  ; 

but  which  appeared  fo  pointed  to  the  Doc- 
tor 
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tor,  (though  by  the  bye,  not  a  foul  would 

have  enjoyed  the  thing  except  Mr.  W ,) 

that  he  could  not  contain  himfelf,  and  birrft 
into  a  moil  vehement  paffion,  which  pro- 
duced a  general  laugh  at  the  ridiculous 
manner  in  which  he  had  expofed  himfelf: 
and  what  made  it  the  more  agreeable  to  the 
Ladies  prefent  was,  that  the  Doftor  has 
always  declared  a  repugnance  to  matrimony. 

You  fee  R that  genius  is  every  where 

the  fame,  and  that  when  it  is  embellifhed 
by  "education,  and  enlivened  with  good 
humour  and  fancy,  the  happinefs  of  ra- 
tional and  focial  beings,  is  as  fecure  in  thefe 
wild  regions,  as  in  the  *nofl  populous  cities 
of  the  univerfe. 

The  comedy  of  human  life  is  exhibited 
every  day  upon  the  great  theatre  of  the 
world,  as  well  as  upon  the  theatrical  ftage, 
and  only  people  defective  in  fenfibility,  are 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  arts  to  be 
amulcd. 

£  6  You 
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You  muft  not  infer  from  fuch  fentimenu 
that  I  am  an  enemy  to  the  Itage,  for  I  am 
very  far  from  it,  I  allure  you. 

In  every  great  country  there  will  always 
be  a  number  of  prepofterous  characters, 
whofe  abfurdities  can  only  be  generally  ex- 
pofed  upon  the  ftage;  and  as  it  may,  under 
proper  regulations,  be  made  the  cenfor  of 
public  manners,  the  terror  of  vice,  and  at 
the  fame  time  encourage  virtue,  I  think 
it  one  of  the  moil  brilliant  contrivances  for 
the  promotion  of  human  felicity  that  ever 
was  devifed.  Adieu  my  dear  R ;  men- 
tion both  Mr.  W and  myfelf  kindly 

to  your  affectionate,  father,  and  affure  him 
how  very  much  we  lament  his  infirmities. — 
I  hear  that  we  are  to  have  an  addition  to 
our  little  fociety  of  two  Englifh  Ladies  of 
whom  I  fhall  not  fail  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count. 

I  am  your's  affectionately, 

Maria  W . 

LET- 
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LETTER    IV. 

Mrs.  W to  Mifs  R- 


Pittsburg,  Sept. 

THE  untimely  pleafantry  of 

Capt.   C was  very  near  having  been 

attended  with  difagreeable  confequences. 
But  as  there  is  fomething  irrefiftible  in 
reafon  united  with  humour,  the  Doctor 
was  fo  forcibly  ftruck  with  his  abfurdities, 

after   he    received   C 's    anfwer   to   a 

challenge  which  he  had  fent  himx  and 
which  he  now  fhews   and  laughs    at  as  a 

good  thing,  that  he  alked  C *s  pardon 

in  the  moil  gentlemanlike  terms>  and  ac- 
knowledged that  the  folly  originated  on 
his  part,  and  of  which  he  was  now  fo  fenfi- 
ble,  that  he  wifhed  to  make  his  conceflions 
as  ample  as  pofTible, 

This 
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This  affair   has  been  altogether  fo  ludi- 
crous  my  dear  R ,   I   think   if  it  was 

promulged  to  the  world,  with  all  the 
particulars,  and  C 's  manner  of  treat- 
ing affairs  of  honour,  that  it  would  place 
the  practice  of  duelling  in  fo  ridiculous  a 
point  of  view,  that  the  greateft  advocates 
for  that  unmanly  and  barbarous  cuftom, 
would  appear  equally  as  much  afhamed  of 
their  opinions,  as  the  Doclor  was  of  his 
coTiducl.  However  as  you  have  fome 
knowledge  of  the  two  men,  and  know  the 
celebrity  which  the  Doctor  acquired  in  the 
unhappy  affair  between  him  and  Mr.  B — , 
-1  will  fend  you  a  copy  of  C — — 'sanfwer, 
as  I  think  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  ground 
to'iufpect  the  Doctor's  courage;  particu- 
larly, after  tire  many  mortal  proofs  he  has 
given  -ef  the  moil  heroic  fmnnefs. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  the  Arfwerto  the  Doctor's  Challengt. 

"Sir, 

f<  WHEN  a  man  commits  an 
abfurditv,  he  mud  expect  to  be  la-ughed 
at;  for  which  reafon,  a  man  of  fenfe  will 
rauttoufly  avoid  doing  any  thing  that 
might  render  him  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world:  but  as  no  human  being  is  deiii- 
tute  of  foibles,  it  is  the  bufmefs  of  rational 
men,  when  they  feel  their  fenfibility  wound- 
ed, to  reflect  upon  what  was  the  caufe  of 
it;  and  I  am  fenfible  whenever  a  brave 
man  is  convinced  that  his  ov;n  folly  was  the 
reafon  of  his  being  ridiculed,  that  inftead 
of  being  hurt,  he  would  be  convinced  he 
ought  to  thank  his  friends  for  laughing 
him  out  of  his  inconfiftencies. 

*  Suppofe   for  a  moment  you  had    not 
felt  the  force  of  ridicule,  and  mould  have 

renewed 
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renewed  your  attention  to  the  widow,  who 
1  think  is  about  five  and  twenty,  and  you 
are  nearly  fifty,  poflibly  the  widow  might 
have  appeared  more  pliable,  and  your 
fondeft  willies  might  have  been  crowned 
with  fuccefs;  but  in  all  probability  it  would 
have  completed  your  fhame. 

"  You  have  had  at  leaft  thirty  years 
experience  in  the  world,  and  from  your 
profeffion  as  a  Phyfician,  you  mull  have 
acquired  fome  knowledge  of  the  human 
conftitution,  and  which  knowledge  I  appre- 
hend mud  have  convinced  you,  that  it  is 
almoft  an  impoffible  thing  for  youth  to  be 
attached  to  old  age. 

u  No  man  can  be  a  warmer  advocate  for 
the  fair  fame  of  women  than  I  am;  but  I 
fhould  call  myfelf  a  monfter,  if  I  could 
expect  from  them  a  forbearance  fo  repug- 
nant to  the  genial  current  of  human  feli- 
city— a  forbearance  which  ftrikes  at  the 
firft  and  moft  important  principles  of  our 
holy  religion,  which  is  to  increafe  and  mul- 
tiply, 
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tiply,  and  faps  the  very  fourccs  of  that 
population  which  is  fo  neceffary  to  lead  to 
our  aggrandizement  and  future  profperity. 
Befides,  what  can  be  fo  unmanly  as  to  ex- 
pect, the  exercife  of  a  temperance  on  the 
part  of  women,  for  which  our  condu£t  af- 
fords fuch  bad  examples? 

"  When  you  have  brought  thefe  confi- 
derations  to  your  view,  I  think  you  mull 
be  made  fenfible,  that  in  cafe  you  were  to 
marry  the  widow,  you  would  become  a 
cuckold;  and  whether  that  is  a  crime  or 
not,  is  of  no  confequence,  for  it  never 
fails  to  fix  an  obliquy  upon  men  who  are  fo 
unfortunate,  which  renders  them  infinitely 
more  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
than  the  mod  atrocious  and  nefarious 
felons. 

"  I  fhall  leave  you  to  your  own  reflec- 
tions, and  to  judge,  whether  or  not  your 
friends  do  not  do  you  a  favour  by  making 
fuch  of  your  weakneffes  a  fubject  for  their 
merriment,  and  thereby  prevent  you  from 

becoming 
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becoming  an  object  of  ridicule  to  an  in- 
vidious public. 

<f  If  I  encouraged  you  to  court  the  wi- 
dow, it  was  done  with  the  pureii  of  motives; 
that  of  not  checking  the  ardent  expecta- 
tions of  a  romantic  man,  which  I  know, 
judging  from  the  human  heart,  is  always 
dangerous  ;  and  if  you  did  not  difcover  the 
irony  in  my 'manner  of  fpeaking  of  your 
addrefs,  you  mufl  have  been  inebriated 
with  the  moft  foolifh  defire,  and  which 
alone, 'could  have  prevented  your  feeing  a 
thing  fo  palpable  and  pointed. 

"  Perhaps  you  may  confider  this  as  an 
elaborate  apology;  but  for  fear  that  mould 
be  the  cafe,  I  mull  inform  you,  it  is  not 
intended  as  fuch ;  for  as  you  were  the  ag- 
greffor  in  the  firft  inftance  from  a  breach 
of  good  manners,  and  that  too,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Ladies;  and  in  the  next  for  chal- 
lenging; I  mtift  infill  upon  your  alking 
Eiy  pardon  for  the  double  offence.  But  ia 
cafe  you  are  not  willing  to  concede  to  thefe 
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terms,  I  have  a  right  to  demand  that  you 
fight  me  in  my  cwn  way,  it  being  my  pri- 
vilege as  the  party  called  upon. 

"  But  as  I  am  addrefling  myfelf  to  a 
man  of  fenfe,  I  (hall  firft  tak'j  fome  notice 
of  the  original  way  of  fettling  points  of 
honour  ;  and  as  I  am  fenfible  that  you  are 
a  man  of  the  pureft  delicacy,  I  flatter  my- 
fclf  you  will  agree  with  me,  when  I  fay, 
that  the  prefent  vulgar  manner  of  fighting 
duels,  is  a  deviation  from  the  fullime  ideas 
of  ancient  cavilliers,  and  Jo  far  a  derogation 
from  that  heroic  inflitxition. 

"  Whether  or  not  a  perfon  having  been 
engaged  in  a  perfonal  combat  be  a  difgrace 
to  him,  I  will  leave  you  to  determine  ;  but 
it  is  however  certain,  that  it  proves  he  is 
either  a  brute,  a  fool,  or  has  been  in  bad 
company;  and  whether  it  was  by  chance 
he  was  thrown  into  the  fociety  of  ruffians 
fignifies  not  in  the  leafr,  as  a  quarrel  with 
fuch  creatures  is  equally  an  impeachment 
upon  a  man's  underftanding. 

"  Montefquieu 
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"  Montefquieu  fays  c  that  among  the 
barbarians  the  offended  perfon  began  with 
declaring  in  the  prefence  of  the  judge,  that 
fuch  a  perfon  had  committed  fuch  an  a&ion * 
and  the  accufed  made  anfwer  that  he  lied; 
upon  which  the  judge  gave  orders  for  the 
duel.'  The  fame  author  obferves  ■  that 
gentlemen  fought  on  horfe-back,  and  armed 
at  all  points;  and  that  none  but  villains 
fought  on  foot.* 

"  Now  as  you  are  in  every  refpecl  a 
gentleman,  and  an  enemy  to  all  kind  of  inno- 
vation, I  demand  that  the  venerable  andfacred 
practice  of  duellings  he  reflored  by  our  exam- 
pie,  and  that  this  wife  and  gallant  fyjlem  be 
renovated,  that  it  may  acquire  its  ancient  f pie  n- 
dour,  which  has  beenfo  materially  fullied  by 
the  vulgar  manners  of  the  unpolifhed  modems. 

"  I  (hall  wait  impatiently  for  your  anfwer, 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  fhall  prepare  for  the 
combat,  and  fhall  leave  it  to  your  difcre- 
lion,  whether  we  fhall  ereft  a  monument 
to  immortalize  our  folly,  or  your  prudence. 

I  have 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  every  due 
confideration. 

Yours,  &c. 

Signed  P.  C ." 


The  Doctor  was  fo  forcibly  flricken  with 

C 's  good  fenfeand  his  own  vanity  and 

madnefs,  that  he  went  inftantly  to  thank 
him  for  thus  having  rallied  him  out  of  his 
falfe  and  ridiculous  opinions,  and  giving 
him  a  proper  fenfe  of  thofe  abfurd  men  who 
firft  commit  a  breach  of  good  manners,  or 
by  the  moft  prepofterous  conduct  excite 
the  laughter  of  their  friends,  and  then  aflaf- 
finate  them  for  having  corrected  the  former 
or  ridiculed  the  latter. 

The  Englifh  family  arrived  this  evening 
attended  by  our  old  friend  Capt.  Arl — ton. 

-My  firft  object  in  the  morning  will  be  to 
call  upon  them. 

It  is  now  paft  one  in  the  morning,  and 
Mr.  W —  is  importuning  me  to  re- 
tire, and  begs  I  will  leave  off  the  practice 

.     of 
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of  writing  fo  late  at  night ;  but  it  is  from 
thefe  lucubrations  alone  I  can  receive  the 
fmallefl  folace  for  that  poignant  dereliction 
which  I  find  from  the  abfence  of  my  deareft 
friend,  and  who  I  wifh  again  to  clafp  in  the 
arms  of  her  molt  tender  and  affectionate 

M.  W- . 


LET- 
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LETTER  V. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  H- ray. 

Pittfourg,  Sept. 

I  Set  out  on  the  day  I  men- 
tioned for  this  place,  my  dear  11 — ray, 
and  though  I  polled  upon  the  wings  of  the 
moft   ardent  expectation,    {till    I   did    not 

overtake    the  charming    T ns  until 

they  had    afcended  fome  diftance   up   the 
mountain. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  impetuofity 
of  my  difpofition  or  not,  I  will  leave  you 
to  determine;  but  it  is  however  certain,, 
that  I  had  travelled  fome  diftance  on  the 
weft  road  before  I  recollected  the  rout  from 
Philadelphia  to  this  place  was  through  Lan- 
cafter,  which  put  me  more  than  a  day's 
journey  out  of  my  way. 

The 
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The  people  every  where  at  the  inns  gave 
me  tidings  of  the  lovely  emigrants,  in  whofe 
fortune  every  heart  feemed  to  be  intereft- 
ed. — They  deprecated  that  phrenzy  which 
prodigally  fquanders  the  fubftance  that 
is  fo  neceflary  to  fupport  the  delicacy 
and  elegance  which  fo  admirably  cha- 
racterizes the  youngeft  of  the  Mifs 
T ns. 

My  anxiety  increafed  every  foot  I  mov- 
ed in  that  ratio  which  fo  rapidly  mul- 
tiplies beyond  the  powers  of  comprehen- 
fion. — As  I  approached  the  mountain  I 
expecled  every  moment  to  get  fight  of  the 
waggon  which  tranfported  them,  and  fuch 
was  my  fervour,  that  I  continued  my  jour- 
ney without  intermiffion  the  laft  four  and 
twenty  hours  before  I  overtook  them. — It 
was  after  travelling  all  night,  and  juft  afte 
the  fun  had  rifen,  and  was  gilding  thofe  im- 
menfe  plains,  extending  on  either  hand  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  I  firft  caught 
fight    of  Caroline — {he   was   refting  upon 

a  large 
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a  large  ftone  on  the  road  (ide,  when  I  came 
upon  her  by  furprize,-—  was  leaning  widi 
one  hand  upon  her  cheek,  and  held  a  hand- 
kerchief, which  I  thought  had  been  applied 
to  her  eyes,  that  were  glimmering  like  the 
rays  of  the  fun  through  the  mill  of  ari 
April  mower. 

My  appearance  was  fo  fudden  that  fhe 
ftarted  from  her  feat,  when  I  threw  myfelf 
from  my  horfe,  and  inftantly  informed  her 
who  I  was. — Her  fears  were  foon  allayed, 
and  fhe  endeavoured  to  put  on  an  air  of 
chearfulnefs.  Sir,  faid  Caroline,  you  mult 
have  travelled  with  wonderful  expedition, 

for  your  friend  Mr.  II ray  faid,  you 

-would  not  fet  out  from  Baltimore  until  the 
15th,  and  wifhed  very  much  my  father  to 
delay  our  journey,  alledging,  that  as  we 
were  ftrangers  we  might  meet  with  incon- 
veniencies  which  it  would  be  in  your  power 
to  obviate,  as  you  were  better  acquainted 
with  the  modes  and  cuftoms  of  the  coun- 
ty 

vol.  i.  c  She 
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She  had  rifen  from  her  feat  at  this  time, 
and  as  my  fervant  had  taken  my  horfe,  we 
walked  (lowly  on  together  after  the  wag- 
gon. 

Gracious  heaven  !  faid  I,  Mifs  T n 

you  muft  have  encountered  many  difficul- 
ties; and  I  lament  that  my  motions  have 
been  fo  tardy  as  to  prevent  my  overtaking 
you  fooner. — Caroline  thanked  me  for  my 
folicitude;  but  anured  me  they  had  met 
with  no  inconveniencies  whatever;  for  as 
they  knew,  they  were  not  to  expecl;  fuch 
accomodations  as  are  general  in  England, 
they  had  been  mod  agreeably  difappointed ; 
for  what  the  honeft  people  on  the  road  want- 
ed of  the  neceflary  articles  to  accommo- 
date travellers,  they  had  made  moil  ample 
compenfation  in  their  difpofition  to  pleafe. 

All  this  time  it  appeared  to  me  not  a 
little  ftrange,  that  Caroline  mould  be  alone, 
and  walking. — When  we  had  arrived  at  a 
fteep  part  of  the  mountain,  I  begged  that 
{he  would  accept  of  my  arm,  as  it  would 

affift 
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a(M  her  in  afcending  a  height  that  was 
almofl  perpendicular, — But  which  fhe  de- 
clined, with  obferving,  that  the  waggoner 
had  provided  her  with  a  walking  flick,  and 
flie  thought  in  fuch  an  uneven  road  it  was 
more  eafy  to  walk  unafliftecL 

We  had  now  got  fight  of  the  waggon, 
which  had  flopped  to  know  what  had  be- 
come of  the  fair  pedeftrian ;  when  to  my 
utter  aftonifhment  the  brother  was  ftill 
fleeping,  or  rather  had  not  rifen. 

You  will  pleafe  to  underfland,  that  it  is  not 
an  uncommon  practice  for  people  who  are 
travelling  over  this  mountain,  to  fleep  at 
nights  in  their  waggon  or  carriages. 

I  was  introduced  by  Caroline  to  the 
family,  the  brother  excepted,  and  when  the 
waggoner  had  flopped  to  bait  his  horfes  at 
a  hovel  on  the  road  fide,  we  began  to  pre- 
pare for  breakfafl.  My  fumpter  mules 
came  up  in  good  time,  and  while  my  fer- 
vants  were  unpacking  and  preparing  the 
tea  apparatus,  of  which  hitherto  I  had  made 
c  2  no 
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no  ufe,  Caroline  requefted  that  I  would 
breakfaft  with  them,  to  which  I  told  her  I 
fhould  readily  afTent,  but  I  begged  (lie 
would  not  fatigue  herfelf,  for  my  men  would 
very  foon  prepare  it ;  (he  anfwered  with  a 
moft  fafcinating  fmile,  and  faid,  that  it  was 
quite  ready. 

George  (for  I  find  that  is  the  brother's 
name)  had  by  this  time  roufed  himfelf  from 
his  pillow,  and  like  a  torpid  bead  which 
takes  fhelter  in  fome  cavern  during  the  in- 
clement feafon  of  the  year,  infenfible  to 
every  thing  pairing,  which  when  the  genial 
fpring  has  again  warmed  into  life  the  ve- 
getable world,  faunters  out  and  eagerly  de- 
vours whatever  falls  in  his  way;  fo  came 
the  drone  from  his  lethargic  bed. 

He  entered  very  familiarly  into  conver- 
sation with  me.  Supercilioufly  apologized 
for  the  ftyle  in  which  I  was  invited  to 
breakfaft— reprobated  with  pointed  wit  the 
uncouth  figures  of  the  people  on  the  road, 
who  he  fakl,  with  the  affectation  of  civility 

wanted 
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wanted  that  polifh  of  manners  neceffary  to 
make  men  bareable — wondered  that  our 
legiflative  body  had  not  thought  of  intro^ 
ducing  turnpike  roads,  and  feemed  to  think 
it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him  to 
have  had  a  comfortable  morning  deep,  even 
if  he  had  been  in  one  of  thofe  coaches  def- 
cribed  by  Baron  Beilfield,  as  being  fa 
convenient  and  elegant  when  you  are  ob- 
liged to  travel  day  and  night. 

And  is  it  poflible,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  that 
a  man  who  is  not  deranged  can  talk  fuch 
abfurd  nonfenfe  ? 

Caroline  faw  I  was  quite  amazed,  and 
with  the  moft  charming  vivacity,  turning 
her  head  at  the  fame  time  to  the  right, 
and  pointing  to  fome  venerable  firs,  be^ 
tween  which  and  upon  the  fide  of  a  high 
and  rocky  precipice  grew  feveral  moun* 
tain  laurels,  depicled  in  the  mod  animating 
colours   the  beauties  of  wildnefs. 

Breakfaft  being  over  the  waggoner  let 
lis  know  that  he  was  ready  to  proceed;  the 
c  3  old 
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old  people  and  George  took  their  feats  in 
the  waggon,  Mary  being  indifpofed  had 
taken  her  bowl  of  tea  without  having  rifen, 
and  Carolin  {till  perfifted  in  her  wifh  to 
walk. 

1  had  afcertained  from  the  waggoner  the 
place  he  intended  to  reach  by  the  even- 
ing,, .and  had  accordingly  difpatched  my 
men,  in  order  that  we  might  be  better  ac- 
commodated there  on  our  arrival.  And 
travelling  in  this  kind  of  way,  we  arrived 
here  on  the  fourth  day,  after  I  had  joined 
this  extraordinary  family. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you  that 
Caroline's  fpirits  are  connfiderably  mend- 
ed, and  that  me  is  quite  enchanted  with 
the  fituation  of  this  place.  Mary  has  re- 
covered from  her  fatigue,  and  is  in  other 
refpe&s  perfectly  well. 

They  know  that  I  am  writing  to  you, 
and  have  requeued  that  I  will  aflure  yoa 
that  the  family  are  not  infenfible  of  your 
many  kindnefles. 

Farewell 
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Farewell.  I  will  give  you  Caroline's 
reafons  for  walking  in  my  next.  I  am 
obliged  to  conclude  for  the  prefent,  for 
fear  of  loofing  the  chance  of  fending 
this. 

I  am  your's  truly, 


c  4  LET- 
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LETTER  VL 

M ifi  R to  Mrs.  W- 


Briftol,  Sept. 

My  Dear  W , 

I  Am  ftill  importuned  upon  the 

fubjeB:  of  matrimony  by  Mr.  S ,  and 

urged  to  accept  of  him  by  my  father,  who 
certainly  has  no  idea  how  repugnant  fuch 
a  connection  would  be  to  my  feelings, 
otherwife  I  am  fure  his  paternal  regard 
which  has  ever  been  of  the  mod  tender 
kind,  would  not  permit  him  to  reiterate  his 
importunities  upon  the  fubjecl. 

I  cannot  love  him  though  I  cannot  al- 
ways refill  his  powers  of  perfuafion. — That 
torrent  of  eloquence  by  which  he  fafcinates 
would  be  exercifed  in  the  fenate  to  more 
advantage — for  with  an  understanding  fo 
accute,  a  wit  fo  brilliant,  and  a  delivery  fo 

happy, 
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happy,  it  is  impoffible,  but  fuch  talents 
would  prove  an  acquifition  to  any  body  of 
legiflators  in  the  world. 

The  female  heart  admires  every  thing 
which  is  refined  and  brilliant; — but  the  at- 
tachments of  the  foul  are  of  a  higher  and 
more  pure  nature.  They  are  generated 
in  the  celeftial  elements  of  defire,  and  ema- 
nate from  bofoms  congenial  to  each  other. 

Love  is  the  food  of  the  heart,  which  in- 
vigorates  the  mind,  and  it  mull  lead  to 
rapture  in  every  fituation  in  defpite  of  the 
viciffitudes  of  fortune,  whilft  it  gives  a 
luftre  to  human  nature  tranfcendently 
pleafing. 

How  very  cautious  ought  we  to  be  my 

dear     W in    precipitating    ourfelves 

into  a  fituation  which  may  make  us  eter- 
nally miferable?  And  how  very  cautious 
ought  parents  to  be  in  urging  a  dutiful 
child  to  give  her  hand  to  a  man  when 
it  is  not  an  a.61  of  volition  ? 
.  Whether  or  not  the  great  number  of 
miferable  connections  of  .this  fort,  which  we 
c  5  fee 
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fee  are  owing  to  the  inconfiftency  of  the 
laws  of  matrimony,  perhaps,  would  not  be- 
come a  perfon  of  my  youth  and  inexperi- 
ence to  give  an  opinion  upon;  but  with 
all  due  fubmiffion  to  the  Lords  of  the  cre- 
ation, I  mould  fuppofe  it  the  height  of 
wifdom  to  organize  this  part  of  the  fyftem 
of  jurifprudence,  as  conformable  to  the 
code  of  nature  as  poflible — particularly  as 
it  is  a  fubjecl  that  more  materially  con- 
cerns, than  any  other,  their  felicity  as  well 
as  ours. 

Forgive  my  friend  this  retrogade  digref- 
fion,  and  attribute  it  to  the  effufions  of 
fenfibility,  and  not  to  vanity.  It  is  not 
my  bufmefs  to  arraign  the  euftoms  of  the 
world;  but  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  it 
under  the  influence  of  the  prefent  flate  of 
my  mind. 

You  have  only  to  take  a  view  of  the 
many  inftances  of  mifery  of  this  kind  that 
have  come  under  your  notice,,  to  feel  the 
greateft  abhorrence  of  the  profanation 
which  is  every  day  marked  with  fuch  dif- 

trefling 
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treffing     circumftances circumftances 

which  depict  with  more  energy,  the  ab- 
furdity  of  their  caufe,  than  could  the  molt 
laboured  animadverfions. 

You  are  perfectly  happy,  my  dear  friend, 
and  I  am  fure  you  are  better  qualified  to 
judge  of  my  fituation  than  I  am  myfelf. 

Mr.    S it  is  faid  is  very  opulent; 

but  you  know  that  men  of  experience  fay 
that  the  fortunes  of  fpeculative  and  enter- 
prizing  perfons  are  always  precarious ;  but 
fuch  are  the  pecuniary  diftreffes  of  my  fa- 
ther, that  I  apprehend  it  will  be  imponible 
for  me  to  avoid  becoming  a  victim  to  his 
misfortunes. 

It  was  this  neceflity  which  gave  rife  to 
my  reflections  upon  the  cuftoms  and  laws 

of   matrimony.       Mr.    S is    a  mofl 

agreeable  man;  but  then  I  do  not  love 
him.  Now  in  cafe  I  mould  marry  him, 
it  is  very  poffible  I  might  in  time  feel  for 
him  a  more  tender  regard ;  but  if  he  mould 
prove  lefs  agreeable,  I  mould,  you  know, 
c  6  be 
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be  condemned  to  perpetual  mifery;  and 
■certainly  of  all  the  different  prostitutions 
ihofe  of  the  feelings  are  the  moft  igno- 
*minious.  And  according  to  the  prefent 
fyftem,  it  is  impoffible  for  a  woman  of 
delicacy  to  be  feparated  from  her  huf- 
band. 

Not  a  line  have  I  received  from  you 
fince  your  arrival  at  Pittfburg,  and  I  have 
only  oral  teftimony  that  you  are  alive. 

How  has  it  happened  that  two  beings 
■who  were  once  infeparable  fhouid  be  fo 
long  filent?  If  there  is  a  fault,  it  muft  be 
on  your  fide;  for  I  did  not  know  where 
to  direcl  my  letters.  However  I  will  for- 
give you  upon  the  fcore  of  your  lively  at- 
tachment to  the  General,  which  I  always 
thought  would  continue  to  increafe,  until! 
your  mind  totally  abforbed  in  your  folici-, 
tude  for  him,  would  infenfibly  drown- 
in  oblivion  the  remembrance  of  your 
friends.  But  that  heaven  may  preferve  it* 
though  I  fhouid  be  forgotten  by  my  charm- 
ing 
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ing  W is  the  mofl  ardent  wifh  of  your 

affectionate 

L R . 

P.  S.    Mifs  G who  returned  from 

Philadelphia  a  few  days  fmce,  fays  that  the 
whole  city  talk  of  nothing  but  an  Englifh 
family  which  have  emigrated  to  your  coun- 
try, in  whofe  fortune  every  body  appeared 
interefled.  Caroline  the  youngeft  daughter 
is  fpoken  of  as  the  moft  interefling  crea- 
ture that  ever  decorated  our  terreftrial  orb 
— you  will  of  courfe  fee  them,  and  I  pray 
that  I  may  have  your  account  of  thofe 
amiable  beings. 


LET- 
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LETTER  VII. 
Mrs.  W to  Mifs  R- 


Pittfburg,  Sept. 


My   Dear  R- 


I  Have  this  moment  returned 
from  my  vifit  to  the  Englifh  family — I  fhall 
pafs  over  the  whole  of  them  except  the  two 
girls,  for  as  I  can  fay  nothing  in  their  fa- 
vour I  think  it  moft  charitable  to  be  filent. 

The  eldeft  of  the  Mifs  T ns  appears 

to  be  about  twenty,  is  handfome,  poffeffes 
a  great  fhare  of  vivacity,  which  I  was  no1 
a  little  furprifedat,  confideringher  change 
of  fituation  ;  particularly  after  fo  fatiguing 
a  journey  as  they  muft  have  had  over  the 
mountain — She  poffeffes  all  the  external 
accomplifhments  of  a  fine  woman,  and  is 

in 
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n  fhort,  that  kind  of  being  which  is  rather 
in  ornament  to  a  drawing-room,  than  an 
lfeful  piece  of  furniture.  But  as  the  bed 
:riterion  for  us  women  to  judge  how  far 
Are  are  interefting  objects,  is  that  of  the 
:ondu&  of  gentlemen  towards  us,  I  fhall 
3nly  remark  that  Arl — ton,  who  you  know 
is  a  fine  fellow,  and  who  is  perfectly  do- 
mefticated  in  the  family,  while  he  treats 
tier  with  the  utmoft  politenefs  and  attention, 
it  is  very  obfervable  it  is  without  any  other 
regard  than  what  is  due  to  every  lady. 

But  what  fhall  I  fay  of  the  youngeft,  Ca- 
roline ?  How  fhall  I  find  words  to  convey 
to  you  an  adequate  idea  of  fo  much  perfec- 
tion and  lovelinefs  ?  O  that  I  had  the  talents 
of  that  poet  who  faidof  his  miflrefs 

"  That  fhe  was  all  that  painters  could  exprefs, 
Or  youthful  poets  fancy  when  they  love." 

Caroline  appears  to  be  about  feventeerr, 
is  rather  above  the  middle  height,  and  is 
formed  with  that  proportion  which  would 

have 
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have  ferved  for  a  model  for  even  Praxil-: 
lites,  or  any  one  of  the  Grecian  Statua-- 
rifts — She  has  light  hair,  fair  and  vivid  com-j 
plexion,  an  oval  face,  her  nofe  is  in  the; 
-line  of  beauty,  and  long,  full,  blue  eyes 

"  Of  whofe  fweetnefs,  no  pencil's  power, 

The  expreffron  can  declare ; 

Their  beams  are  gathered  from  her  foul !!" 

But  above  all  what  makes  her  fo  very' 
interefting  is  the  peculiar  elegance  of  her 
manners.  There  is  a  blandifhment  which 
accompanies  every  word  fhe  utters  that 
goes  direQly  to  the  heart;  and  when  fhe 
linens  to  the  converfation  of  others,  there 
is  a  luftre  and  benignity  in  her  face  which 
warms  into  animation  the  molt  torpid;  but 
when  fhe  moves  the  Graces  feem  to  direct 
her  every  motion,  and  the  radiance  of  her 
features  exprefs  a  divinity  of  foul,  which 
makes  her  altogether  the  raoft  interefting 
being  I  ever  beheld. 

From  this  defcription  of  fo  delightful  a 
woman,  v/as  I  a  man,  you  might  naturally 

conclude 
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conclude  I  was  in  love;  for  indeed  it 
would  be  reafonable,  as  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  be  otherwife. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn  their  intention  is  to 
fettle  on  a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  place;  but  as  it  is  Mr.  W 's  inten- 
tion to  go  down  to  Louifville  in  the  fpring, 
I  fhall  dilfuade  them,  if  poffible,  from  fet- 
tling in  this  country,  and  which  I  fhall  do 
from  two  motives;  firft,  that  of  an  inter- 
efted  one,  as  I  mould  be  happy  to  have 
near  me  fuch  an  amiable  creature  as  Caro- 
line— The  next  is  more  generous ;  for  I 
find  that  moft  of  the  emigrants  who  ar- 
rive into  this  remote  part  of  the  world, 
proceed  down  the  river  to  fettle,  on  account 
of  the1  greater  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  a 
more  genial  climate  ;  which  are  reafons  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  that  country  is  the  moft  eli- 
gible for  this  family  to  live  in. 

What   a  cruel    confideration    it    is   my 

dear  R that  all   fublunary   happineis, 

has  its  alloy.     In  following  the  fortune  of 

a  man 
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a  man  who  I  am  attached  to  by  every  tie 
of  which  the  human  mind  has  a  conception, 
that  of  mutual  tendernefs,  affinity  of  man- 
ners, age,  and  in  fhort,  the  tout  enfemble 
which  conftitutes  the  food  of  love,  and 
which  alone  can  give  a  zeft  to  its-  raptures, 
I  am  removed  fo  diftantly  from  my  next 
deareit  friend. — And  if  I  have  found  fome 
confolation  from  fo  painful  a  circumftance 
in  the  delicate  and  affectionate  manners  of 

Mr.   W ,  who  foothes  my  for  rows,  by 

telling  me,  that  for  all  my  inquietudes  he 
will  amply  compenfate  by  his  care  and 
attention,  I  hope  you  will  believe  me  when 
I  afTure  you ;  that  you  are  the  fecond  object 
of  my  heart. 

Gracious  heavens!  when  I  reflect  upon 
the  diflance  which  feparates  us,  and  con- 
template the  probable  time  before  we  meet 
again,  how  agonizing  is  the  thought  ? 

Could  I  but  receive  a  letter  from  you, 
the  prototype  of  my  friend,  it  would  once 
more  brighten  a  profpecl  which  will  ever 

conftitute 
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conftitute  a  principal  part  of  my  happinefs 
or  mifery ;  and  in  recognizing  your  ani- 
mating fentiments  I  mould  ftill  know  you 
lived  and  loved  your  W . 

I  know  the  diftance  between  us,  and  the 
want  of  opportunities  to  forward  letters 
are  fuch  that  I  cannot  expecl  to  hear  often 
from  you;  but  ftill  I  think  the  prefent  in- 
terval the  greater,  as  Capt.  Arl — ton  has 
informed  me  there  are  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  fending  from  Lancafter,  and  that 
by  forwarding  your  letters  by  poll  to  an 
acquaintance  in  that  place,  we  might  re- 
ceive them  regularly. 

But  apropos,  I  recollect  you  half  pro- 
mifed  you  would  pay  a  vifit  to  me  when 
I  mould  be  fettled:  now  as  I  am  fettled 
for  the  prefent,  I  claim  your  promife  ;  and 
the  more  earneftly,  as  if  we  go  down  to 
Louifville  in  the  fpring,  the  diftance  will 
be  fo  great  and  the  difficulty  of  returning 
fo  hazardous,  that  I  could  not  expect  you 
would  fulfill  your  engagement. 

The 
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The  fatigue  of  travelling  to  this  country 
is  merely  imaginary,  and  I  am  fure  if  you 

were  to  hear  Mifs  Caroline  T n's  de- 

fcription  of  the  mountains  and  the  beautiful 
landscapes  upon  the  Sufquehanna,  you 
would  be  quite  enchanted  with  the  idea  of 
taking  fuch  a  journey. 

I  confefs,  though  I  had  been  highly  de- 
lighted with  the  romantic  and  fublime  fcenes 
which  were  continually  prefented  to  my 
view  as  I  came  along,  (till  I  did  not  receive 
a  juft  impreffion  of  their  various  beauties, 
untill  this  amiable  girl  depicted  them  in 
fuch  glowing  colours  as  made  me  think 
I  muft  have  been  ftupid  not  to  have  noticed 
them,  and  always  with  this  delicate  pre- 
face, you  recoiled  fuch  and  fuch  a  place, 
which,  confirmed  my  dulnefs,  I  had  in 
many  inftances  entirely  overlooked. 

However,  fometimes  I  believe  R , 

when  we  have  the  profpecl  of  our  mod 
ftibflantial  joys  before  us,  we  do  not  find 
thofe  beauties  in  romantic  fcenes,  nor  feel 

thofe 
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thofe  rapturous  pleafures  which  many 
defcribe  when  the  pale  light  of  the  moon 
which  JJiot  through  the  /preceding  branches, 
impending  over  the  terrace  walk,  feems 
to  fleep  upon  the  couch  of  night ;  while 
planetary  worlds  moving  in  their  diffe- 
rent orbs  with  fuch  wonderful  harmony 
emit  their  twinkling  rays,  as  if  to  cheer 
difconfolate  lovers,  or  to  afluage  the  for- 
rows  of  that  bofom  which  pants  to  clafp 
fome  abfent  friend;  nor  do  we  find  the 
Fame  interefl  in  the  wonderful  difplay  of 
beauty  with  which  the  ceconomy  of  nature 
levery  where  abounds. 

The  theme  is  always  elegant;  and  when- 
ever I  meet  with  genius  capable  of  de- 
fcribing  them,  I  am  always  delighted;  but 
when  a  perfon  has  become  a  wife  and  mo- 
ther, I  think  it  is  much  more  material 
to  confine  herfelf  to  real  and  fubftantiai- 
matters.  Not  that  I  difapprove  of  the 
indulgence  of  fancy  in  young  minds  ;  for 
I  do  not  know  of  any  thing  which  adds  fo 

much 


46  THE     EMIGRANTS. 

much  to  the  vivacity  of  youth,  as  it  natu- 
rally tends  to  expand  the  heart  and  intellect, 
and  ultimately  produces  a  comprehenfion 
of  ideas  which  renders  the  mind  compe- 
tent to  engage  in  the  moft  brilliant  and  co-r 
pious  converfations ;  and  what  makes  fuch 
acquifitions  the  more  eftimable  is,  that 
colloquial  talents  are  the  moft  delirable 
aceomplifhments  a  woman  of  fafhion  can 
poflefs. 

That  accomplifhment  Mifs  Caroline  pof- 
fefies    in   a   moft   eminent    degree.     Anc 

could  I  prevail  upon  my  R to  join  our 

Xoeiety  which  promifes  to  become  a  charm- 
ing one  from  the  number  of  officers  who 
are  daily  arriving,  I  think  I  fliould  defervi 
a  monument  from  the  people  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  I  had  occafioned  them. 

Mr.  W joins  me  in  prayers  foryoui 

happinefs,  and  flatters  himfelf  you  will  not 
be  able  to  withftand  my  importunities.  H< 
thinks  it  is  a  place  of  all  others  that  both 

you  and  Mr.  R would  be  pleafed  with 

an< 
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and  he  means  to  write  to  him  fhortly  upon 
the  fubjecl. 

Several  of  your  friends  have  already 
arrived  here,  and  more  are  daily  expecled; 
and  there  are  a  far  greater  number  of  ob- 
jects to  amufe  an  intelligent  mind  than  either 
at  Briftol  or  Philadelphia.  Adieu!  adieu! 
my  charming  friend,  I  expecl  every  mo- 
ment the  Mifs  T ns  who  promifed  to 

do  us  the  honour  to  dine  en  famille.     I 
am  as  ufual, 

Your's  affectionately, 

M.  W . 


LETTER 
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LETTER  VIII. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II — ray* 

Pittfburg,  Sept. 

My  Dear  II — ray, 

MY  anxiety  was  fuch  to  inform 
you   of  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  charming 

T ns  at  this  place,  that  I  embraced  the 

firft  opportunity  to  write  to  you  on  the 
fubject,  at  which  time,vI  was  fo  hurried 
that  I  fcarcely  knew  what  I  wrote. 

Caroline,  faid  I,  it  gives  me  much  pain 
to  fee  you  walking  over  thefe  rugged  moun- 
tains, for  furely  you  mud  find  yourfelf  very 
much  fatigued ;  She  replied  no, — it  was 
always  a  great  pleafure  for  her  to  walk. 
You  mean  faid  I,  interrupting  her,  wheri 
you  have  patted  the  laughing  hours 
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In  groves  where  chirping  birds,  in  wantonplay, 
Attuned  to  love,  in  frolic  pafs  the  day. 

Eut  that  walking  here  was  materially 
different  from  the  pleafurable  walks  in 
lhady  groves,  or  the  promenades  of  Lon- 
don. True,  anfwered  Caroline,  it  is  very 
different;  one  has  a  continual  famenefs 
which  infenfibly  produces  ennui,  and  the 
others  are  generally  fo  crowded,  that  it  is 
quite  impoffible  either  to  enjoy  the  charms 
of  converfation,  or  the  pleafure  of  walk- 
ing. But  here  is  a  continual  feaft  for  the 
mind— every  rock,  every  tree,  every  mofs, 
from  their  novelty  afford  fubjeft  for  con- 
templation and  amufement.  Look  but  at 
yonder  towering  hills,  (pointing  at  the  fame 
time  at  a  rocky  ridge  confiderably  above 
the  others,)  whofe  fummits  appear  to  prop 
the  heavens,  and  then  view  the  various 
fymbols  which  their  chafms  produce,  and 
what  a  fublime  imagery  does  it  afford?— 
What  can  more  refemble  the  ruins  of  a 
^reat  city?— That    grand    divifion  which 

vol.    i.  D  rifes 
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rifes  higher  upon  the  right,  has  the  form 
and  figure  of  a  fuperb  mofque — the  left 
and  various  other  divifions,  that  of  palaces, 
temples,  churches,  ftreets,  and  fquares,  and 
you  would  fuppofe,  if  Pope  had  ever  tra- 
velled this  road,  that  he  muft  have  had  the 
center  divifion  in  his  imagination,  when 
he  fo  beautifully  defcribed  his  temple  of 
Fame. 

Caroline  might  have  proceeded  in  this 
way  to  eternity,  and  I  mould  not  have 
interrupted  her,-  for  fuch  was  my  aitonifh- 
ment  at  the  fertility  of  her  imagination, 
that  I  heard  her  with  amazement,  and  gazed 
at  her  with  the  moil  ineffable  tranfports! 

What,  faid  (he,  obferving  my  filence,. 
have  I  been  talking  abfurdly  ?  Though  in- 
deed I  apprehend  that  there  is  fomething 
very  je-june  and  romantic  in  fuch  fan- 
cies. No,  by  heavens!  Caroline,  faid  I, 
there  can  be  nothing  uninterefting,  much 
lefs  abfurd  in  any  thing  that  you  can  fay; 
and  if  you  have  indulged  your  fancy,  the 

theme 
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theme  was  fublime,  and  your  imagination 
highly  poetical.  But  when  I  recognize 
the  delicacy  of  your  frame — reflect  upon 
thofe  viciffitudes  of  fortune  that  have  ex- 
pofed  you  to  thefe  hardfhips,  and  attend 
to  the  amiable  cheerfulnefs  which  gives  a 
moft  lovely  luftre  to  your  beauty,  I  am  loft 
in  admiration. 

Ha-hah!  cried  Caroline,  ftepping  brifkly 
forward  at  the  fame  moment,  we  have  loft 
fight  of  the  waggon,  and  we  muft  accele- 
rate our  movements,  otherwife  we  mall 
not  overtake  them  before  the  evening. 

At  that  inftant  our  ears  were  affailed 
with  the  tingling  of  bells,  which  the  coun- 
try people  who  pack  their  goods  upon 
horfes,  to  tranfport  it  over  the  mountain, 
put  at  their  heads,  to  prevent  their  being 
loft  in  cafe  they  mould  ftray  out  of  the 
road. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  number  of  packers 

came  in    fight,  when  we   ftepped  on  one 

fide  of  the  road  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to 

d  2  pafs. 
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pafs.  However  they  flopped,  and  after  a 
fhort  converfation  had  taken  place,  I  told 
thofe  honeft  people  we  were  travelling  to 
their  country  with  a  view  to  live  among 
them.  They  anfwered,  that  they  always  were 
glad  to  have  gentlefolks  come  among  them* 
and  that  there  had  been  many  firft  and 
laft;  but  the  frequent  Indian  wars  had 
always  frightened  them  back  again. 

'  Pray,  faid  Caroline,  haftily,  there  I  hope 
are  no  Indians  in  thefe  mountains  ?  No,  no, 
good  Lady,  faid  the  countrymen  with  one 
voice,  there  are  not  any  within  two  hun- 
dred miles  of  us,  and  if  there  were,  they 
ihould  not  hurt  you,  for  we  would  guard 
and  protecl  you  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives. 

You  are  very  good,  replied  Caroline, 
fome  of  you  perhaps  have  loll  a  wife,  a 
mother,  or  a  child ;  for  I  am  told  that 
favages  have  no  regard  for  age  or  fex? 

A  venerable  old  man  whole  countenance 
commanded  refpe6l,  and  who  had  all  this 
time  been  viewing  Caroline  with  great  at- 
tention, 
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tcntion,  now  with  a  heart  overflowing  with 
forrow,  and  with  the  big  tear  ftarting 
in  his  eye,  faid  we  have  all  caufe  to  mourn 
the  havock  of  their  depredations ;  but  it  is 
in  looking  forward  that  the  human  mind 
finds  alleviation  from  the  pangs  of  the  af- 
flicted bofom,  and  not  in  the  retrofpect, 
of  the  deftruction  of  the  tender  bloffoms 
of  our  fondeft  hopes.  But  when  we  be- 
hold the  horizon  of  forrow,  (looking  in 
Caroline's  face,)  gilded  by  fo  bright  a  fun, 
the  tears  of  fadnefs  will  be  exhaled,  and 
the  heaven  of  our  hopes  will  be  brightened 
into  the  meridian  of  joy.  Forgive  my 
charming  girl  this  untimely  effufion,  con- 
tinued the  old  man,  leizing  Caroline's 
hand,  for  I  once  was  bleffed  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  a  woman,  whofe  image  is  brought 
afrefh  to  my  recollection,  by  the  recogni- 
tion of  that  divinity  which  fparkles  in 
|  your  eyes ;  and  if  you  will  permit  me  fome- 
timesto  fee  you  when  I  recrofs  the  moun- 
tain, it  will  make  me  happy,  and  I  fhall 
think  my  felf  highly  honoured. 

n  3  Caroline 
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Caroline  immediately  gave  him  her 
name,  which  appeared  to  excite  frefh  emo- 
tions, and  then  informed  him  that  me  ex- 
pected to  be  at  Pittfburg,  where  (he  fhould 
be  moft  happy  to  fee  him. 

The  old  man  took  a  moft  affeclionate 
and  refpe&ful  leave  of  us,  when  a  young 
jolly  lad  of  about  eighteen  years  old,  afked 
Caroline  if  fhe  was  my  wife,  and  upon  my 
anfwering  in  the  negative,  he  requefted 
alfo  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  fee 
her. 

The  packers  cracked  their  whips,  an< 
went  dancing  on  to  the  mufic  of  their, 
bells,  and  we  proceeded  after  the  wag- 
gon, which  they  told  tfe  was  near  a  mire  a 
head. 

We  had  walked  fome  diftance  -without 
fpeaking  one  word,  for  we  both  feemed  t< 
be  abforbed  upon   the  adventures  of  th< 
day,  when  Caroline  faid,  do  you  not  think.^ 
Sir,  this  one  adventure  fully  compenfatesj 
for  all  the  fatigue   of  walking?      Indeed, 

fai<~ 
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laid  I,  Mifs  Caroline,  you  are  perfectly  in 
the  right ;  and  I  would  rather  walk  one 
thoufand  miles  than  to  have  miffed  fo  in- 
terefting  a  circumftance.  There  was  fome- 
thing,  fhe  replied,  which  befpoke  the  man- 
ners of  a  gentleman  in  the  converfation  of 
the  old  man,  and  faid  me  fliould  like  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  his  life. 
I  anfwered  that  I  was  of  the  fame  opinion, 
and  recommended  her  to  cultivate  his  ac- 
quaintance when  he  fhould  return;  for 
that  both  his  addrefs  and  language  befpoke 
him  a  man  of  talents  and  education. 

It  was  evening  before  we  overtook  the 
waggon,  and  to  my  great  furprize,  not 
one  of  the  family  expreffed  any  joy  at 
rmGing  Caroline  had  arrived  fafe — which  I 
am  obliged  to  attribute  to  infenfibility,  for 
I  am  -fure  a  more  interefting  being  never 
exifted. 

During   fupper   George  complained   of 

the  accommodations,  and  thought  it  would 

be  a  wife  plan  in  the  government  of  Ame- 

i)   4  rica, 
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rica  to  eftablifh  great  Inns  at  regular  dif- 
tances  upon  the  mountain,  which  would  be 
an  inducement  for  people  to  emigrate  and 
confequently  tend  to  inhance  the  value  of 
of  thewafte  land  belonging  to  the  federal 

empire.    To  which  Mrs.  T n  added, 

flie  thought  his  idea  of  turnpike  roads 
ought  to  be  firft  attended  to  : — true,  re- 
plied George,  but  that  is  a  matter  of 
courfe. 

Caroline  during  the  courfe  of  the  even- 
ing, endeavoured  to  relate  the  adventure, 
with  the  packers,  but  not  a  foul  would 
liften  to  her;  and  George  having  farcafti- 
cally  obferved,  that  it  was  not  poflible  for 
her  to  have  feen  any  thing  but  bears  and  wild 
animals,  fhe  was  not  a  little  affecled  by 
his  contumely;  and  as  I  obferved  at  the 
fame  time  her  emotions,  I  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to  relate  how  much  I  had  been  en- 
tertained with  the  beautiful  ideas  with 
which  Carolines  imagination  had  furnifhed 
me,  from  her  manner  of  -defcribing  the  im- 
pending 
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pending  cliffs  of  Chefnut  mountain ;  and 
upon  my  attempting  to  relate  them,  he 
flopped  me  fhort,  by  faying  he  never  knew 
before,  that  the  Aborigines  of  America 
had  been  Mahometans,  for  that  mofque 
was  a  Turkiih  temple. 

This  laft  attempt  at  wit  quite  difcon- 
certed  me,  and  as  I  felt  myfelf  not  a  little 
harraffed  from  having  travelled  two  days 
and  a  night  without  reft,  I  apologized  and 
retired. 

Such  my  dear  friend  is  the  folly  of  a 
man,  who  I  think  you  told  me  had  re- 
ceived a  courtly  education. 

That  your  focial  pleafures  may  be  made 
perfect,  by  the  zeft  of  fine  women, 

Is  the  wifh  of  your's  fincerely, 

J Arl — TON. 


d  5  LET* 
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LETTER  IX. 

Mr.  II — ray  to  Caff.  Arl — ton. 

Philadelphia, 
My   Dear   James, 

I  Had  the  pleafure  of  receiving 
your  favour  dated  Pittfburg  this  morning, 
and  found  my  anxiety  much  removed  by 
hearing  that  you  had  overtaken  and  arrived 

fafe  with  the  T -ns. 

I  confefs  that  I  am  much  at  a  lofs  to 
guefs  what  reafon  Caroline  could  have  had, 
for  undergoing  fo  great  a  fatigue  as  it  mull 
have  been  to  her  to  walk  acrofs  the  rugged 
Appalachean  mountains, — except  that  it 
was  compaffion  for  the  horfes,  which  mud 
have  been  greatly  harrafled  in  climbing 
thofe  hilly  roads  j  and  as  I  know  her  fenfi- 

bility 
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bility  is  exquifitely  fine,  I  fhould  have  de- 
termined that  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  it, 
if  there  was  not  fomething  extremely  enig- 
matical in  the  manner  in  which  you  tell  me 
that  you  will  inform  me  in  your  next, — 
until  I  receive  which  my  curiofity  will  be 
quite  awake. 

I  did  not  wonder  in  the  lead  at  the  man- 
ner of  your  defcribing  George's  indo- 
lence; though  I  confefs  there  is  fomething 
very  ludicrous,  in  the  idea  of  a  man's  com- 
plaining of  not  being  able  to  fleep,  when 
travelling  over  the  roughed  road  for  a 
carriage  perhaps  upon  the  whole  globe. 
But  fuch  is  the  infenfibility  of  men  edu- 
cated in  the  manner  that  young  man  was, 
and  as  he  appears  fo  extraordinary  a  cha- 
racter to  you,  I  will  give  you  fome  of  the 
particulars  of  the   family,  and  his  former 

life. 

Mr.  T — n  as  I  told  you  in  a  former 

letter  was  an  opulent  Merchant  in  London, 

and  Mrs.  T n  being  a  woman  of  fafhion, 

d  6  had 
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had  induced  Mr.  T ~n  to  refide  at  the 

weft  end  of  the  town,  that  is  the  court  end, 
where  (lie  indulged  in  all  the  gaities  and 
extravagance  of  that  great  metropolis. 

The  idea  of  trade  fhocked  her  delicacy, 
and  when  fhe  recognized  the  vulgar  addrefs 
of  a  citizen,  fhe  felt  the  mod  lively  indig- 
nation at  the  thought  that   Mr.   T n's 

profeflion  fixed  fuch  a  ftigma  upon  the  fa- 
mily; and  when  the  honed  people  to  the 
eafi  of  Temple  Bar  ufed  to  call  upon  her, 
fhe  was  always  denied  being  at  home ;  and 
the  more  effectually  to  rifque  the  name 
from  the  odium  of  being  trade's-people,  fhe 
determined  that  George  fhould  have  a  com- 
miffion  in  the  Horfe  Guards,  which  me 
fuppofed  would  lead  her  into  the  firlt  and 
mod  fafhionable  circles. 

Thus  after  having  prodigally  fquandere( 
in  the  indulgence  of  that  kind  of  vanity 

the  whole  of  Mr.    T n's    eltate,  an< 

entirely  deftroyed  his  credit  among  his 
city  friends ;  but  after  George  had  for  fome 

tim< 
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time  been  enjoying  that  rank  which  grati- 
fied her  ideal  confequence,  and  indulging 
in  all  the  folly  and  diflipation  ever  cha- 
ra&eriflic  of  the  juvenile  abfurdities  of 
young  officers,  they  were  reduced  to  the 
miferable  fituation  in  which  you  have  feen 
them;  George  having  been  obliged  to  fell 
his  commifiion  fome  time  before  he  left 
London  to  pay  a  debt,  for  which  he  had 
been  arretted  and  confined. 

Such  my  friend  are  the  fubflance  of  thofe 
follies  that  have  reduced  a  man  whofe  bu- 
finefs  it  has  been  faid  by  unqueftionable 
authority,  was  at  one  time  worth  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  annually.  With  a  family  beg- 
gared, and  two  amiable  girls  fufFering  all 
the  tortures  of  difappointment,  with  the 
accumulated  evil  of  being  exiled  into  a 
wildernefs — forgive  me  for  repeating  this 
idea;  but  when  I  reflect  upon  the  vanity 
of  a  woman  who  regards  more  the  allure- 
ments of  variety,  and  the  pageantry  of 
faihion,  than   the  future  welfare  of  thofe 

beings 
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beings  whom  fhe  has  brought  into  the  world, 
my  indignation  is  for  a  time  fufpended  by 
my  wonder  at  fuch  unnatural  vices. 

View  the  whole  catalogue  of  crimes  which 
degrade  the  human  heart,  and  I  defy  you 
to  fix  upon  one  that  is  attended  with  fuch 
lamentable  confequences  as  the  profligacy 
of  an  unprincipled  woman. 

They  commence  their  career, like  the 
felon  who  firft  fteals  trifles,  and  which  he 
prefumes  will  not  be  miffed;  but  as  he 
becomes  hardened  he  not  only  plunders 
promifcuoufly  the  necefhtous,  but  he  feels 
no  compunction  for  having  committed  the 
mod  atrocious  facrilege. 

Thus  when  a  woman  gives  a  loofe  to  her 
defires,  and  no  longer  finds  any  charms 
from  focial  intercourfe,  but  eagerly  looks 
for  gratifications  in  the  midnight  orgies  of 
female  extravagance,  what  bounds  can  be 
fixed  to  their  licentioufnefs  ? — a  facrilege 
againft  nature  is  the  worft  of  fins. 

Though  there  can  be  no  extenuation  for 

fuch 
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fuch  unnatural  folly,  yet,  let  us  in  juftice 
to  female  virtue  examine  into  the  caufe 
productive  of  it,  for  their  hearts  are  na- 
turally formed  for  tendernefs — there  is  a 
delicacy  belonging  to  their  nature  that 
is  peculiar  to  the  foftnefs  of  their  fex — the 
lively  animation  which  beams  in  their  eyes 
at  the  tales  of  forrow,  or  fwells  the  pouting 
lip  when  the  foul  in  the  agonies  of  fympathy 
beats  high  to  the  calls  of  nature, — and  the 
generous  enthufiafm  which  kjndles  into 
rapture  the  coldeft  hearts,  when  they  ef- 
poufe  the  caufe  of  the  oppreffed  or  unfor- 
tunate— all  tend  to  prove  that  there  is  no 
turpitude  belonging  to  them — and  where 
fhall  wTe  look  for  the  caufe  of  this  depravity 
but  in  our  inftitutions  ? — inftitutions  the 
more  ungenerous  and  tyrannic  becaufe  the 
oppreffed  are  not  reprefented. 

Unfeeling  man!  blufh  at  that  meannefs 
which  difgraces  thy  name  and  makes  thee 

no  better  than  a  monfter. 

When 
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When  heaven  ordained  for  the  particular 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
fublime  obje6l  of  the  Creator,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  difference  of  fex,  how  boun- 
tifully was  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  dis- 
played in  the  formation  of  woman — formed 
with  all  that  beauty,  with  all  that  foftnefs, 
with  all  that  tendernefs,  and  with  all  that 
brilliancy  of  fentiment,  and  vivacity  of 
mind  which  is  neceffary  to  poliffi  our  man- 
ners, and  footh  us  in  the  lap  of  elegance 
and  love,  to  a  forgetfulnefs  of  all  our 
mortifications 

Beauty  awakes,  expands  the  glowing  heart, 
And  prompts  the  foul  to  act  its  nobleft  part; 
Warms  it  with  pure  Affe&ion's  kindling  fire, 
Gives  zeft  in  love,  and  animates  defire  ; 
Leads  on  to  rapture,  wakes  Ambition's  flame, 
Andcrownsthe  lover'sbrow  with  deathlefsfame. 

This    tendernefs   entitles    them    to    our  | 
protection  and  utmoft  care — It  is  not  fuffi-  : 

cient 
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cicnt  to  fay  that  while  they  demean  them- 
felves  in  a  proper  manner,  they  receive 
this  protection — I  deny  it  in  toto. — Is  it 
right  for  a  man  to  infult  a  woman  of  fpirit 
in  the  grofTeft  manner  with  impunity  ? — 
Is  it  pardonable  for  a  man  to  trample  every 
day  upon  the  fenfibility  of  a  delicate  wo- 
man ?  What  colour  of  excufe  can  be 
framed  for  condemning  millions  of  them 
to  fuffer  under  the  tyranny  of  the  drun- 
ken or  beaftly  caprices  of  men,  or  elfe 
forced  into  a  life  of  proftitution,  as  igno- 
rninious  as  it  is  baneful  to  their  health  and 
conftitution  ? 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  other 
alternative  they  have,  according  to  the 
exifting  laws  of  all  countries  upon  the  face 
of  the  globe  ? 

There  is  no  reciprocality  in  the  laws 
reflecting  matrimony.  A  man  who  is  not 
comfortable  at  home,  feeks  abroad  for 
thofe  amufements  which  alone  can  corn- 
pen  fate 
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penfate  for  domeftic  feuds ;  and  mould 
he  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  that  faith  which 
he  plighed  at  the  alter  of  his  religion,  who 
is  to  call  him  to  an  account  for  his  cupi- 
dity ? 

I  beg  that  I  may  not  be  anfwered  that: 
the  law  in  fuch  cafes  have  provided  for  the 
woman.  That  is  of  no  avail  in  the  argu- 
ment. Every  inftitution  which  is  of  a 
nature  to  acl  partially,  is  more  odious  than 
the  moft  flagrant  defpotifm. 

But  what  is  moft  inhuman,  is  that  when 
a  woman  of  honour  and  delicacy  has  been 
driven  to  feek  for  fome  mitigation  of  the 
fufferings    of  an   afflicted    bofom,  in    the 

fnendfhio    of    an  ingenuous    heart,    and 

" —         *  <_. 

when  that  friendship  has  led  to  more 
tender  ties — ties  which  fpring  from  the. 
finer!  feelings,  and  which  characterize 
the  moft  humane  and  exalted  fouls,  that 
flie  fhould  be  branded  with  contempt, 
and  condemned  to  live  in  poverty,  unno- 
ticed,, and  unpitied. 

Look 
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Look  but  at  the  numerous  inftances  of 
jthis  fort  which  difgrace  the  courts  of 
Great  Britain,  and  you  mud  be  fhocked 
with  the  idea,  that  the  moft  enlightened  na- 
tion in  the  world,  exercifes  the  moft  in- 
human and  barbarous  tyranny  over  thofe 
ihelplefs  beings,  who  have  a  claim  upon 
our  gratitude  for  our  very  exiftence,  and 
whofe  weaknefs  demands  our  moft  liberal 
jfupport. 

I  have  been  fo  infenfibly  drawn  into 
this  length  upon  this  very  interefting  fub- 
je6t,  that  I  muft  take  my  leave  of  you  for 
the  prefent  my  friend,  begging  that  you 
will  commend  me  to  the  T ns,  and  to 

►it  .. .  .    ..  : 

General  and  Mrs.  W .     AfTure  them 

that  I  wifh  much  to  vifit  them  in  their  re- 
tirement, and  as  I  have  it  in  agitation  to 
make  a  journey  as  far  as  the  Illinois,  in 
cafe  I  Ihould  perform  it,  I  (hall  cer- 
tainly take  Pittfburg  in  my  way. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  you 

cau 
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can  meet  with   opportunities,    for   I   find 
myfelf  much   interelted  in   the  welfare  of' 
the    fociety    with    whom    you   are  living. 
God  blefs  you  my  dear  James, 

Farewell. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    X. 

Mifs  R to  Mrs.  W- 


Briflol,  Oft 


My  dearW , 

I  Have  at  length  had  the  pleafure 
)f  receiving  two  of  your  letters  dated  Pitt- 
burg  which  convinces  me  you  muft  be 
here;  otherwife  the  vivacity  with  which 
rou  write  would  have  induced  me  to  be- 
ieve  you  could  not  have  changed  your 
ituation  from  the  elegance  that  fur- 
ounded  you  in  Philadelphia,  to  that  fe- 
uieftration  in  which  you  muft  now  live, 
rlowever  it  proves  to  me  that  you  are  per- 
ectly  happy,  at  which,  believe  me  when  I 
ay,  I  rejoice. 

Not 
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Not  a  word  have  you  faid  of  your  jour- 
ney, or  of  your  fituation;  nor  in  fhort  of 
any  one  thing  concerning  yourfelf. 

How  amiable  do  you  always  appear  ?  the: 
changes  of  fortune  feem  not  in  the  leaft* 
to  affect,  your  fpirits  —  but  you  are  the: 
fame  charming  creature  in  retirement,  that 
you  were  when  you  graced  the  fafhionable 
parties  of  our  metropolis. 

Every  thing  you  can  write  muft  always 
prove  interefling  to  me;  but  when  my 
heart  overflows  with  tendernefs,  at  the 
recollection  of  the  many  hours  that  have 
fo  rapidly  glided  away,  when  we  together 
in  youthful  paflime  cemented  the  mod. 
lively  friendfhip,  and  which  was  prolonged 
by  your  ever  endearing  virtues,  I  feel  an 
indifference  at  the  abfurdities  of  Dr.  K — , 
however  ludicrous  they  may  have  been. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that  a  man  who  pof- 
feffes  fo  many  good  qualities  as  the  Do&e 
is  faid  to  do,  and  with  abilities  fo  eminenl 
fhould  be  fo  very  eccentric. 

I  hav( 
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I  have  heard  of  many  extravagant  things 
}f  his  committing  which  at  firft  ufed  to 
xcite  my  wonder,  but  I  have  been  told 
hey  were  the  refult  of  affectation,  when 
hey  excited  my  abhorrence  and  dif- 
Nft. 

The  follies  of  young  men,  and  the  od- 
lities  of  fools  deferve  great  allowance  ;  for 
vhile  one  proceeds  from  an  injudicious 
education,  the  other  is  the  effecl  of  weak- 
tefs  which  ought  to  be  pitied ; — but  when 
man  who  has  a  knowledge  of  the  world, 
nd  is  acquainted  with  good  manners,  in 
:ontempt  of  the  rules  of  fociety  violates 
rvery  principle  of  decorum,  merely  be- 
aufe  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  an  odd 
nan,  I  think  he  ought  to  be  banifhed  from 
enteel  company,  however  brilliant  his  wit; 
:>r  I  know  of  no  compenfation  that  can  be 
lade  for  rudenefs. 

Capt.  C 's    humour   I  have  always 

nderftood  was  irrefiflible;  but  I  think 
lere  was  a  breach  of  confidence  in  relat- 
ing 
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ting  a  private  converfation  that  paffed  be- 
tween him  and  his  friend,  and  which  I  can- 
not conceive  it  was  neceffary  to  expofe 
in  order  to  laugh  the  Do&or  out  of  the 
folly  of  wiftiing  to  marry  the  widow. 

There  appears  to  be  fomething  fo  facred 
in  a  confidential  converfation,  that  nothing 
fhort  of  the  danger  of  a  man's  country,  or 
a  wicked  confpiracy,  ought  to  prompt  any 
perfon  to  expofe  it.  Indeed  to  repeat 
trifles  which  have  pafled  between  two  per- 
fons,  who  are  in  the  habits  of  intimacy, 
that  have  been  uttered  at  an  unguarded 
moment,  or  when  we  have  been  indulging 
thofe  little  weaknefles  which  are  gratinca^ 
tions  to  the  mind,  is  always  a  proof  to  me, 
that  the  perfon  who  does  it  wants  delicacy 
of  fentiment.  But  when  a  friend  has  laid 
open  his  little  vanities,  or  exprelfed  his 
weaknefs,  perhaps  when  his  heart  was  overT 
flowing  in  the  effufions  of  his  philan- 
thropy, and  has  had  thofe  focial  feelings 
made    a    fubject.    of    merriment   for    his 

friends, 
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friends,  I  declare  I  think  fuch  a  breach 
■highly  reprehenhble.  Capt.  C 's  mo- 
tive may  have  been  laudable,  but  I  can- 
not  perceive  how  it  was  auxiliary  to  the 
purpofe. 

One  of  the  greateft  pleafnres,  perhaps, 
•which  can  be  derived  from  (he  emanations 
of  friendfhip,  is  the  fatis-fdclion  we  ex- 
perience when  we  lay  open,  naked  as  it 
-were,  our  very  hearts  to  the  inflections  of 
thofe  we  love;  and  if  weaknefs  or  vanity 
was  a  very  uncommon  thing,  I  mould  not 
wonder  when  people  laugh  at  fuch  expo- 
sitions ;  though  it  is  rather  extraordinary, 
nay,  it  is  mean,  to  be  merry  at  circum- 
flances,  which  were  they  brought  home  to 
ourfelves  would  make  us  angry. 

However  the  misfortune  is,  that  Vol- 
taire was  in  the  right,  when  he  faid,  that 
"  friendfliip  is  a  tacid  contracl  between 
If  two  fenfible  and  virtuous  perfons;  I  fay 
|  "  fenfible,  for  a  monk,  a  hermit,  may  not  be 
"  wicked,  yet  live  a  (hanger  to  friendfhip  : 
vol.  i.  e  «  I  add 
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«  I  add  virtuous,  for  the  wicked  only  have 
«  accomplices ;  the  voluptuous  have  compa- 
«  nions,  the  defigning  have  affociates,  the 
cc  men  of  bufinefs  have  partners,  thepoliti- 
<x  cians  forma  factious  band;  the  bulk  of 
u  idle  men  have  connexions,  princes  have 
cc  courtiers : — but  virtuous  men  alone  have 
"  friends.  Cethegus  was  Cataline's  ac- 
"  complices,  and  Maecenas  was  Oclavius's 
<l  courtier;  but  Cicero  was  the  friend  of  j 
«  Atticus." 

Every  day  brings  me  frefh  and  additional 
caufe  to  lament  the  lofs  of  your  fociety 
my  charming  friend.  Enveloped  as  I  am 
.  with  difficulties,  my  mind  is  almoft  dif- 
tracled — I  fee  nothing  but  precipices  on 
every  fide  of  me — with  a  mind  labouring 
to  aft  right,  I  have  not  energy  left  to  acl 
in  any  manner  or  fhape  ;  and  I  begin  to 
tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  what  I  foretold  i 
in  a  former  letter  was  juft  ;  i.  e.  of  falling 
a  victim  to  the  misfortunes  of  my  affecti- 
onate father.     The  rapid  hours  which  ufed 

to 
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to  gild  my  every  wifh,  now  bring  nothing 
but  tidings  of  forrow  and  wretchednefs ; 
and  the  period  is  advancing  with  coloffian 
ftrides,  when  my  aged  and  unhappy  parent 
will  be  arrefted  for  a  debt  which  it  will  be 
impoffible  for  him  to  pay ;  and  that  is  ano- 
ther of  the  miferies  brought  upon  himfelf 
by  his  over  generous  fupport  of  a  worthlefs 
orother. 

What   would  I  give  could   I  but  have 

;he  advice  of  my  beloved  W ,  in  this 

delicate  pofture  of  affairs?  But  I  cannot 
f>ear  the  thoughts  of  my  dear  father  linger- 
ng  in  a  prifon ;  and  that  gratitude  I  owe 
aim  for  his  many  kindneffes,  independent 
)f  the  ties  of  nature,  I  begin  to  think  will 
ablige  me  to   accept  of  the  hand  of  Mr. 

} ..      Great   God!   I  fhudder  at  the 

hought: — for  though  I  am  fenfible  I  can 
nake  him  a  prudent  wife,  yet  I  confefs  I 
im  {-hocked  at  myfelf,  for  even  thinking  to 
narry  a  man  from  neceffity,  whom  I  would 
lot  think  of  under  any  other  circumftances; 
e   2  and 
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and  which  I  conceive  would  be  treating  hir 
ill.  But  fuch  is  the  infatuation  of  fonk 
men,  that  they  cannot  fee  the  molt  glaring 
truths. 

However,  I  am  determined  if  he  fhouli 
continue  to  urge  me  upon  the  fubject,  tha! 
I  will  candidly  tell  him,  nothing  could  h> 
duce  me  to  have  him  but  the  fituation  o 
my  father ;  and  I  think  after  fuch  an  ■ 
genuous  declaration,  if  he  mould  ft  ill  pen 
fift  in  his  wiftl  to  marry  me,  he  will  neve 
afterwards  have  a  right  to  upbraid  me  foj 
duplicity. 

I  cannot  help  making  a  reflection  her 
upon  what  is  termed  generofity.  Whe; 
a  man  has  prodigally  fquandered  his  pro 
perty,  and  has  been  frequently  fupporte« 
by  his  friends,  and  has  as  frequently  iji 
volved  himfelf  in  frefh  trouble,  it  is  ft 
far  from  being  generous  in  them  to  fup, 
port  him,  that  it  is  a  weaknefs,  nay,  cr; 
minal,  when  it  eventually  may  intail  nji 
fery  upon  a  rifing  progeny,  who  certain! 

ar 
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re  intitled  to   the  firft  care  of  their  pa- 
nts. 

Such  you  know  my  dear  W has 

een  the  conduct,  of  my  father,  that  all  his 
ifappointments  in  life  have  flowed  from 
le  fource  of  his  brother's  extravagance. 

Adieu  W ,  forgive  me  for  troub- 

ng  you  with  fo  tedious  an  account  of  ray 
iftreffes ;  but  I  promife  if  ever  I  regain 
iy  cheerfulnefs,  to  make  you  amends  for 
lis  dolorous  epiftle. 
Commend  me  to  the  General,  and  aflure 
ie  Englifh  family,  that  I  envy  you  the 
eafure  of  their  fociety  ;  and  if  I  had  been 
^>  fortunate  as  to  have  met  them,  I  mould 
ive  ufed  my  endeavours  to  have  induced 
lem  to  fettle  at  Briftol.  God  blefs  you  my 
iend,  and  believe 

I  am  fincerely  yours,  &c. 

L R : 


i.  3  LET- 


^8  THE     EMIGRANTS. 

LETTER    XL 

Caroline  T- n  to  Mrs,  J- 


Pittfburg,  Oa. 
My  dear  Sister, 

FROM  the  recolle&ion  of  our 
infancy,  and  recounting  the  joys  which 
have  flowed  from  our  kindred  nature  in 
our  infant  paftimes  and  pleafures,  how  af- 
flicting is  it  to  a  bofom  which  ftill  retains 
the  moil  animated  recollection  of  thofe 
fleeting  moments,  and  which  finds  from  fo 
fevere  a  dereliction,  not  a  ray  of  hope  ever 
again  that  I  can  embrace  my  Eliza — the 
companion  of  my  youth,  the  partner  of 
my  forrows; — but  above  all  the  tutelary, 
guardian  of  my  unfufpicious  nature. 

The  fates,  who  are  faid  to  prefide  ovef 
our  fortune  and  lives,  feem  to  have  acled 

in 
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n  our  deftination  as  if  prodigally  fporting 
rith  the  feelings  of  humanity — we  are 
laced  almoft  at  oppofite  fides  of  the  globe, 
nd  when  I  (land  mod  in  need  of  your 
onfolation  and  advice,  I  apprehend  I  have 
oft  you  for  ever.  The  thought  is  too 
>oignant,  I  muft  give  vent  to  my  for- 
ow!  —  O  could  I  fee  but  one  villa 
hrough  which  the  rays  of  hope  could  moot 
icr  golden  beams,  as  you  have  feen  the 
>rient  fun  pierce  through  the  avenue  of  a 
>eauteous  grove,  and  gild  the  diftant  plains, 

mould  not  have  this  fadnefs  which  op- 
keffes    my  heart,    and  makes   me  feel  a 

)refentiment  that but  I  will  not  name  it 

—for  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  your 
Caroline,  be  affured  fhe  will  never  err  but 
n  judgment. 

Forgive  my  dear  Eliza  this  incoherent 
)reface,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  regain 
ny  recollection,  and  then  I  will  give  you 
bme  account  of  our  journey,  refer ving  the 
particulars  of  it  for  a  journal  which  I 
e  4  {hall 
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fhall  fend  you  as  foon  as  I  have  finifliecf  -j 
it,  with  an  account  of  our  prefent  fitua-  i 
tion. 

After  leaving  Philadelphia,  palling  Lan- 
chafter,  a  place  that  would  be  confidered  I 
as   a   large    inland    town  in    any  part    of  jl 
Europe,  until!  we  arrived  at  the  Sufque-  I 
hanna,    we  found  the    country    well    fet- 
tled,    with   little    variation.       The    roads- 
were  much  better  than  they  had  been  re- 
prefented  to  us,  and  the  Inns  every  where,  • 
were  fupplied  with  the  greateft   plenty  of, 
provifions  of  all  forts,  which  were  very 
cheap,  and  the  people  remarkably  civil. 

The  Sufquehanna    is  one  of  thofe  im- 
menfe  rivers  with  which  this  large  conti- 
nent abounds.    From  its  fources  which  are 
in  the  Apalachean  mountains,  it  traverfes. ' 
great  part  of  Penfylvania,  and  then  ftretch-Hj 
ing  to  the  fouthward  empties  itfelf  into  the,| 
bay  of  Chefapeak.      Where  we  eroded  it, 
which  it  is  faid  is  nearly  fifty  leagues  froniH 
its  mouth,   taking  its  meandering    courfc> 

ii 
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ll is  about  twice  die  width  of  the  Thames 
at  Weftminfter-bridge,  with  high  impend- 
ing banks  that  rudely  feem  to  threaten  its 
limpid  ftream,  as  though  they  were  jea- 
lous of  fuch  attracting  beauty;  and  firft 
[gives  you  an  idea  of  the  favage  wildnefs 
of  that  region  you  are  obliged  to  travel 
through  in  your  way,  from  thence  to  this 
place. 

After  journeying  for  ten  days  we  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  were  we 
pefted  for  part  of  a  day  ;  and  laid  in  at  the 
fame  time  provifions  to  fupply  us  untill 
we  mould  arrive  on  the  oppofite  fide; 
for  we  were  told,  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  procure  them,  after  we  left  the  flat 
pountry;  and  as  we  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  our  waggoner,  who  was  fomething 
of  a  defpot,  we  were  obliged  to  proceed 
ilmoft  at  evening,  and  had  afcended  but  a 
Few  miles  when  we  flopped  at  a  cabin 
bn  the  road  fide,  where  we  flept  that 
night. 

e  5  I  had 
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I  had  previoufly  made  up  my  mind  upon 
walking  over  the  mountain,  which  is  about 
fifty  miles  acrols,  from  the  opinion  that  there 
mull  be  many  interefting  views  on  the  way>: 
as  I  fliould  loofe  them  in  cafe  I  kept  my  feat 
in  the  waggon,  which  was  not  only  uncom- 
fortable from  being  crowded  with  our  lit-- 
tie  furniture,  but  the  roughnefs  of  the  road 
made  it  very  unpleafant  to  ride;  befides,  I 
could  not  bare  to  fee  the  poor  horfes  tug- 
ging up  the  almoft  perpendicular  hills,  a. 
load  that  was  almoft  too  great  for  therm 
when  I  was  fo  capable  of  walking;  and 
regardiefs  of  any  confideration  but  thefe 
objects,  after  the  waggon  had  proceed- 
ed the  next  morning,  which  was  immedi-. 
ately  after  the  break  of  day,  I  followed 
and  after  having  travelled  about  two  miles> 
finding  myfelf  fatigued  I  had  fat  down 
upon  a  rock  that  was  covered  with  green 
mofs  to  reft,  when  I  was  alarmed  by  a 
gentleman  who  appeared  to  be  a  cavillier, 
who  had  thrown  himfelf  from  his  horfe, 
i  before 
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before  I  had  time  to  recoiled  myfelf; 
and  announcing  the  name  of  Arl — ton,  I 
jnftantly  remembered  that  our  friend  Mr. 
II— — ray,  had  mentioned  that  fuch  a  per- 
fon  was  going  to  Pittfburg,  and  that  he 
was  a  particular  friend  of  his,  whom  he 
mould  take  the  liberty  of  recommending 
to  us. 

At  this  time   the  waggon  had  got  fome 
diftance  a-head,  but  I  did  not  (land  to  look 
much  about  me,  for  fear  Capt.  Arl — ton 
would  believe  me  romantic.    We  foon  reco- 
vered the  loft   diflance ;  and  after  travell- 
ing a  little  farther  we  flopped  to  break- 
faft,  at  which  time   our  fellow  traveller,    I 
apprehend,  gave  orders  to  his  fervants,  who 
went  forward  to  make  the   neceffary  pre- 
parations to  accomodate  us;  for  we  ever 
afterwards   found  the  moft  ample  fupplies 
of  provifions   at    every   ftage,  and   every 
thing  arraigned  in   the   moft   comfortable 
manner   the  nature  of  things  would  per- 
mit, 

£  6  When 
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When  I  came  to  the  fpot  which  was 
made  memorable  by  the  defeat  of  the  gal- 
lant Braddock,  how  did  my  heart  beat  at 
contemplating  the  fcpulchres  of  fo  many 
brave  Englifhmen! — How  rapidly  did  my 
imagination  traverfe  back  again  the  im- 
menfe  diftance,  and  to  the  period  of  time 
when  fo  many  mothers  mourned  for  the 
lofs  of  a  fon !  When  the  fon  grieved  for 
the  lofs  of  a  father — and  when  perhaps  the ' 
tender  fentiments  of  many  beautiful  and 
fond  girls,  which  had  been  foftered  by  the 
perfuafive  infmuations  of  elegant  manners, 
and  a  fuavity  of  difpofition,  were  wither- 
ed in  the  bud,  and  thofe  fantafies  of  plea- 
fure  that  warms  into  enthuhafm  the  arden- 
cy of  youth,  then  changed  into  lucliferous 
complaints,  from  thofe  deadly  fchifms  ? 

Gracious  heaven!  thought  I,  how  won- 
derful are  the  viciffitudes  of  our  fortune  ? 
But  how  much  more  wonderful  muft  be  the 
verfitalitv  of  the  human  heart,  to  be  en- 
abled  to  bear  up  againft  the  repeated  dif- 

appointmentsj 
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appointments,  which  we  meet  with  in  this 


world  ? 

I  had  began  to  philofophize  when  my 
fellow  traveller,  (for  Capt.  Arl — ton  per- 
lifted  in  walking  with  me,)  who  had  been 
giving  me  an  account  of  the  action,  ob- 
ferved  the  fituation  of  my  mind;  faid,  as 
the  wars  were  all  over,  it  was  not  a  time 
to  look  at  human  diitreffes,  and  that  the 
feafon  of  our  happinefs  was  too  much  a- 
bridged  by  our  very  nature,  to  fuffer  us 
with  impunity  to  make  a  wanton  facrifice 
of  time;  and  repeated  at  the  fame  intrant 
thofe  beautiful  lines  out  of  Taffo, 

"  In  vain  the  fpring  returns,  the  fpring  no  more 
Can  waning  youth  to  former  prime  reflore  ; 
Then  crop  the  morning  rofe,  the  time  improve, 
And  while  to  love  'tis  giv'n,  indulge  in  love." 

Taking  hold  of  my  hand  as  he  continued, 
faid  he,  Caroline  I  am  afraid,  feeing  the 
effect,  which  this  fpot  has  had  upon  your 
fenfibility,  that  you  mud  have  loft  in  that 

unfor- 
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unfortunate  battle  fome  relation  or  friend. 
I  told  him  none  that  I  knew  of,  and  I  then 
informed  him  of  our  misfortune  in  the  lofs 
of  our  uncle.  He  feeing  the  tears  ftart  afrefh 
in  my  eyes,  took  his  handkerchief  and  dried 
them,  faying,  that  it  was  probable  he  might 
be  ftill  living,  as  we  never  had  a  confirma- 
tion of  his  death  ;  and  then  endeavoured  to 
confole  me,  by  obferving  we  mould  arrive 
in  a  fhort  time  at  Pittfburg,  when  there 
would  be  an  end  to  all  my  fatigues,  and 
hoped  to  all  my  forrows :  but,  faid  he,  Ca- 
roline, was  it  not  companion  for  your  deli- 
cate limbs,  I  fhould  wifh  the  journey  had 
been  twice  as  long. 

I  muft  give  you  fome  account,  my  dear 
fifter,  of  this  very  interefling  young  man; 
for  I  am  fure  did  you  know  how  much  we 
are  obliged  to  him  for  his  very  great  and 
many  civilities,  I  am  fenfible  you  would 
join  with  me  in  his  eulogium,  though  na- 
ture has  been  fo  bountiful  to  him,  that  he 
ftands  in  no  need  of  iu 

His 
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His  parents  were  Europeans,  but  he  was 
born  on  the  fhores  of  Columbia  ;  and  when 
the  late  unhappy  war  commenced,  I  have 

been  told   by   General  W •  he  was 

not  then  fifteen  years  old;  but  that  his 
father  could  not  prevent  him  from  en- 
tering into  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and 
as  his  youth  did  not  intitle  him  to  a  com- 
miffion,  for  it  was  not  here  as  it  is  in  Eng- 
land, officers  were  wanted  for  aUual  fer- 
vice, he  was  obliged  to  enter  a  cadet,  in 
which  capacity  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
upon  feveral  occafions,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  a  very  fhort  time  he  was  made  an  of- 
ficer of  dragoons,  which  ftation  he  filled 
with  the  greateft  honour,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  his  fecond  campaign  he  arrived  at  the 
rank  of  Captain,  when  he  was  not  eigh- 
teen; and  was  ever  afterwards  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  mod  heroic  foldiers 
in  the  American  army. 

He  appears  now  to  be  about  two  and 
twenty,  has  a  ruddy  complexion,  with  full 

blue 
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blue  eyes,  which  are  always  very  animated 
— his  countenance  is  open  and  manly,  and 
when  he  talks  to  men  he  appears  perfectly 
frank  and  ingenuous;  but  when  he  ad- 
dreffes  a  lady  he  does  it  with  the  greateft 
diffidence,  and  diftant  politenefs ;  except 
it  is  thofe  with  whom  he  is  very  intimate, 
when  he  is  occafionally  highly  facetious  and 
entertaining. 

His  figure  is  very  graceful,  it  being 
about  five  feet  nine  or  ten  inches  high,, 
well  proportioned,  and  he  feems  to  poiTefs 
furprizing  activity.  But  he  has  a  delicacy 
of  manners  and  ideas  that  exceed  all  praife, 
which  in  pecuniary  matters  reflects  the 
highefl  lultre  upon  his  munificence. 

Such  my  dear  filler  are  the  material. cir- 
cumftances  that  attended  our  journey, 
which  we  finifhed  in  about  fifteen  days 
from  the  time  we  left  Philadelphia;  and  as 
I  fnall  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  again 
in  a  few  days  by  George,  who  returns  I 
have  juft  been  informed  for  the  little  gold 

my 
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my  father  left  in  a  bank  at  Philadelphia,  I 
fliall  referve  my  account  of  this  place  and 
its  inhabitants  for  my  next.  In  the  mean 
time  if  this  fliould  get  fafe  to  your  hands, 
you  will  know  that  we  are  in  perfect,  health, 
and  are  in  other  refpeclsas  well  as  poffible, 
every  thing  confidered. 

We  all  wifii  to  embrace  you,  Eliza> 
and  once  more  experience  that  fupreme 
joy  which  flows  from  the  endearments  of 
kindred  fouls  1  Farewell  1  You  will  natu- 
rally conclude  that  as  George  returns  ta 
Philadelphia  for  the  money,  that  it  is  my 
father's  intention  to  purchafe  a  farm^when 
Mary  and  myfelf,  "I^con elude,  will  appear 
clad  in  the  garb,  and  with  the  habiliments 
of  milk  maids,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  we  fliall 
act.  our  parts  much  better,  than  the  feigned 
milk  girls  who  often  appear  at  mafquerades. 
God  blefs  you  :  Eliza,  and  remember  your 
a  fleet,  ion  ate, 

Caroline. 

P.  S.   Mention  us  kindly  to  Mr.  F . 

LET- 
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LETTER  XII. 

Mifs  W to  Mrs.  R> 


Pittfburg,  Od. 

IN  the  changes  of  fortune,  in 
the  difappointments  of  our  lives,  but  above 
all  in  that  delicate  and  perilous  fituation 

which   the  letter  of  my  dear  R tells 

me  that  fhe  is  in,  how  much  do  we  fraud 
in  need  of  the  advice  and  folace  of  our 
friends  ? 

The  vivacity  of  unthinking  youth  fome- 
times  difiipates  in  the  allurements  of  variety 
ail  its  mortifications*  Hurried  on  by  the 
fplendour  of  pleafures,  the  warmth  of  their 
imaginations  continues  to  fearch  for  that 
elyfium,  which  recedes  from  their  avidity 
to  grafp  it,  as  the  ignis  fatuus  diverts  the 
benighted  traveller. — But  the  fenfiblemind 

feels 
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feels  too  poignantly  the  various  ties  of  na- 
ture to  be  able  foon  to  forget  its  former 
attachments;  and  though  fuch  affections 
may  give  much  pain  to  the  heart  that  pof- 
feffes  them,  ftill  it  is  the  only  efteem  which 
is  worth  preferving. 

We  are  by  nature  fociable  beings,  and 
the  only  permanent  pleafure  we  can  enjoy 
js  by  our  conduct,  firil  to  deferve  the  love 
of  our  friends,  and  then  to  be  fure  that 
we  poffefs  it.  In  which  fituation  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  be  miferable — when  our  joys — 
when  our  pains — when  our  comforts, — and 
when  our  fortunes  are  reciprocally  expe- 
rienced, they  are  neceffarily  heightened 
or  mitigated  by  the  fpecific  influence  which 
a  cordial  fympathy  has  upon  human  actions. 
It  is  thus,  that  I  feel  all  the  horrors  for 
your  fituation,  as  effectually  as  if  I  was 
myfelf  the  devoted  victim. 

I  know  your  heart  well,  my  charming 

R ,  I  know  what  were  your  fenfations 

when   I  was  in  lefs  danger — I  remember 

(great 
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(great  God!  the  thought  (till  chills  my  whole 
frame)  when  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  W — - 
was  killed  at  Saratoga. — Who  could  have 
taken  a  more  fenlible  intereft  in  another's- 
fortune  and  wretchednefs  than  you  did  in 
mine? — Your  gentle  and  endearingbeha- 
viour  then  made  impreflions  which  no  time 
or  circumftances  can  ever   expunge  front 

my   heart. — Fly  then  my  beloved  R 

to  this-  place,  and  let  me  clafp  you  to  my 
arms,  and  foothe  you  to  a  forgetfulnefs  of 
ail  your  paft  miferies. — Come  and  add  one 
to  our  little  fociety,  who  all  wifh  for  the 
addition  of  you  to  make  their  circle  com- 
pleat. — I  have   faid  fo  much  of  you  that 

Mifs   Caroline  T n   is  quite  delighted 

with  your  image..=rCome  to  thefe  Arca- 
dian regions  where  there  is  room  for  mil- 
lions, and  where  the  flings  of  outrageous 
fortune  cannot  reach  you — recollect  our 
girlim  paitimes,  for  I  now  appeal  to  that 
friendmip  which  was  cemented  at  fo  early 
a  period  of  our  lives,  and  which  you  have 

touched 


TH  E     EMIGR  A  NTS.  93 

touched  upon  fo  pathetically  in  your  charm- 
ing letter. — I  conjure  you  by  all  the  facred 
ties  which  bind  two  hearts,  that  are  ire 
unifon  with  each  other. — I  conjure  you  by 
the  principles  of  pride,  and  the  ties  of 
honour,  which  I  know  you  would  preferve 
even  at  the  expence  of  your  life. — Re- 
member that  you  have  made  the  fubjecl  of 
-our  friendfhip  your  peculiar  boafi,  and 
that  after  inch  declarations  you  cannot  vio- 
late its  facred  fire  with  impunity;  and 
dreading  that  delays  might  prove  dangerous 

Mr.  W will  fend  this  poll  by  his  trufty 

•old  fervant  Terpin,  for  fear  that  in  the 
hour  of  defperation  you  may  be  driven  to 
an  extremity  which  it  would  not  be  eafy 
to  remove;  and  to  affure  you  of  his  cordial 
regard,  he  has  infilled  upon  (miming  this 
letter. 

Mrs,  W had  written   thus  far  my 

charming  Laura  when  I  requefted  I  might 
be  permitted  to  finifh  her  letter. 

3  I  fhall 
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I  fhall  not  repeat  her  importunities;  but 
I  well  know  the  obligations  I  am  under  to 
you  ;  and  as  you  profefs  ever  to  deal  upon 
terms  of  reciprocity,  I  demand  that  her 
requeft  be  complied  with;  and  the  more 
readily  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  return  in  a  very  fmall 
degree  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  you 

for  your  fupport  and  care  of  Mrs.  W 

when  fhe  fuffered  fo  much  on  my  account> 
and  for  which  I  have  ever  fmce  been  your 
debtor,  I  beg  that  you  will  take  no  other 
notice  of  the  inclofed  than  to  appropriate 
it  to  the  purpofes  necelfary  to  make  your 
generous  and  affectionate  father  eafy  as  to 
his  penal  engagements ;  and  if  it  is  con- 
fident with  his  fafety,  confideringhis  inflr-  I 
mities,  which  I  know  are  confiderable,  to 
remove  him  to  this  country,  where  I  will 
take  care  that  every  thing  is  provided 
againft  his  arrival. 

Let  me  warn   you  againft  being  faftidi- 
ous,  or  governed  by  the  notoriety  of  fome 

of 
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of  my  paft  follies,  which  has  led  the  world 
to  believe  that  I  am  neceflitous. 

I  am  not  rich  it  is  true ; — but  what  I 
offer  I  can'  fpare  without  any  difadvan- 
tage  to  my  family. — You  know  my  dear 
Laura,  that  my  attachment  for  your  friend 
was  always  of  the  moft  lively  nature,  and 
if  during  the  .ebullitions  of  a  heated  imagi- 
nation, which  hymeneal  raptures  produced 
in  my  fond  attachment  for  my  dear  Maria, 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  moderation,  Mill  I 
was  ever  too  tenderly  alive  to  her  delicacy 
and  honour,  ever  to  fuffer  my  indifcretions 
to  tranfgrefs  thofe  limits,  when  fortune  is 
almoft  irretrievable,  and  which  never  fails 
^o  lead  to  fervility  and  contempt. 

As  I  never  was  a  man  of  large  fortune, 
^nd  as  I  had  fquandered  much  of  what  I 
ooffefTed  in  the  fervice  of  my  country,  I 
ways  looked  upon  this  country,  as  an 
pligible  retreat  for  fuch  people,  whofe 
pure  and  refined  fenfe  of  their  own  dignity, 

would 


•wound  not^ermit  to  brook  the  arro- 
gance  of  fupercilious  upftarts,  and  purie- 
proud  knaves.  And  knowing  that  Mari; 
was  formed  for  domeftic  happinefs,  then 
feemed  to  be  nothing  wanting  to  carrj 
my  plan  into  execution  but  the  difficulty 
of  tearing  her  from  her  friends.  It  wa 
a  fevere  tafk; — but  the  profperity  o 
my  family,  and  the  fupport  of  her  deli 
cacy,  as  well  as  my  own  fenfibility,  de- 
manded  my  exertions.  You  my  friend  re- 
collecl  the  ftruggles  flie  had  to  part  fronl 
your  arms,  and  in  that  recollection  I  pre- 
fume  you  will  find  as  lively  a  pleafure  u 
the  thoughts  of  returning  to  them,  as  yoi 
then  experienced  pain. 

When  the  fate  of  two  people  are  f( 
nicely  interwoven  as  yours  and  Maria' 
appears  to  be,  it  feems  to  me,  that  no  ar- 
gument can  refill  the  energy  with  whict 
this  demand  is  made. 

I  have  put  myfelf  out  of  the  queftion  ii 
order   that  I  may  be  confidered  a  mon 

faithfu 
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fkthful  ileward  to  Maria,  and  flattered  in 
the  hope,  that  you  cannot  make  any  re-* 
fiflance  to  a  requifition  which  is  an  em- 
phatical  call  upon  the  fincerity  of  your 
friendfhip  for  us,  I  fhall  begin  immediately 
to  make  fuch  arrangements,  as  will  fe- 
cure  us  all  that  felicity,  which  can  flow 
from  a  fociety  that  will  be  made  perfectly 
lovely,  by  the  acquifition  of  a  being  fo 
amiable. 

Mrs.  W has  mentioned  to  you 

the  Englifh  family — never  was  there  a  more 
interefting  creature  than  the  younger! — 
you  have  a  pleafure  to  come  in  being 
made  acquainted  with  her.  In  fhort,  you 
will  find  every  thing  here,  that  a  mind  like 
yours  wants  to  make  it  perfectly  at  eafe. 
|  Such  are  the  prayers,  intreaties,  and  de- 
mands of your 

Sincere  and  affectionate  friends, 

James  and  Maria  W ; 

vol.  i.  s  LET- 
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LETTER  XIII. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II— ray, 


Pittsburg,   Aug.    - 

I  Have  at  length  had  the  pleafure 

to  recognize  my  dear  II ray,  thofe  fen- 

timents  in  your  favour  dated  which 

ever  characterizes  the  warmth  of  your  phi- 
lanthropy. . 

Caroline  is  above  the  affectation  of  ten- 
dernefs  to  dumb   creatures.       She   thinks . 
that  the  exercife  of  thofe  feelings  and  not 
the  parade  of  them,  the  only  criterion  by 
which  we  can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  m 
lively  fenfibility;  and  that  however  much  \ 
we  may  attempt  to  acquire  a  furreptitious 
reputation  for   goodnefs,  it  only   amounts  I 
to-    deceiving     ourfelves ;     for     the     dis- 
cerning part   of  the  world  will  always  fee 

through 
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through  the  jail,  and  oonfoquontly  nayor 
fail  to  expofe  the  hypocrify. 

I  think  it  was  an  oxprefiion  oS  the  oaw 
lebrated  Rochefoucauld,  "  That  perfons 
"  are  nover  fd  liable  td  he  deceived  as 
y  when  they  are  endeavouring  to  deceive 
If  others. "  But  I  am  convinced  Caro- 
line was  never  obliged  to  recollect,  that  re- 
flection, to  put  her  updn  hor  guard:  Han 
j  goodnefs  is  innate,  and  emanates  from  a 
fdul  whloh  is  as  pure  as  the  fnby  that 
covers  the  regions  of  the  polar  circle,  but 
as  warm  as  the  genial  clime  of  the  torrid 
zone.  ^J?  <~^^^*  ^^  ~-^h*^*f*^^^ 

I  confefs  I  admire  your  fentiments  re- 
fpecling  the  laws  of  matrimony,  and  have 
often  wondered  that  an  enlightened  world 
permitted  fuch  barbarous  codes  to  exift; 
for  while  the  aggrandizement  of  families, 
has  been  relevant  to  the  continuation  of 
the  inftitutions  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals, 
the  facrince  of  human  victims  has  been 
considered  as  neceflary  to  the  fecurity  of 
f  2  Hates. 
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ftates.     Great  God!   how  prepofterous  is 
the  thought  ? 

The  inconveniencies  that  have  been  felt 
by  fociety,  emphatically  call  for  a  reform  in 
thofe  inftitutions,  which  fo  materially  con- 
cern our  felicity  in  this  world.  But  while 
I  deprecate  their  continuance,  I  lament 
that  the  amelioration  of  manners  is  fo  ex- 
tremely flow,  that  the  tendency  of  this 
pernicious  fyftem,  will  yet  poifon  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  fome  millions  of  human  beings, 
who  poffefs  all  the  focial  virtues  neceflary 
to  enliven  fublunary  joys.  And  which  in- 
ftead  of  making  the  world  a  fcene  of  gloom 
and  fadnefs,  would  give  a  cheerfulnefs  to 
mortals  of  every  defcription,  that  would 
add  a  luftre  to  the  dignity  of  man,  of  the 
moft  captivating  kind. 

You  have  touched  upon  the  fubject.  with 
fuch  pathos    and  candour,    that    I   never i 
fhall    ceafe    to    admire    the    warmth    with 
which  you  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  oppreiTed 
women. 

When 
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When  I  reflect  upon  their  delicacy  and 
tendernefs,  and  recollect  their  oppreffions, 
I  feel  the  kneeneft  indignation  againft 
brutifh  legiflators,  who  have  trampled  upon 
fentiment,  gratitude,  love,  and  every  other 
quality  of  the  human  foul,  which  has  given 
to  man  the  rank  he  enjoys  in  the  link  of 
the  creation  ;  and  which  they  dared  not  to 
have  done,  but  from  the  impunity  power 
has  given  them,  and  which  makes  it  the 
more  bafe  and  daftardly. 

To  what  a  ftate  of  degradation  is  the 
human  heart  reduced,  when  it  is  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  all  the  cunning  and 
ftratagem  that  it  can  devife,  to  obtain  thofe 
gratifications  not  only  effential  to  the 
exiftence  of  our  fpecies;  but  which  flow 
from  the  effence  of  the  human  foul,  and 
of  which,  were  we  deprived,  it  would 
place  us  upon  a  level  with  the  brute  crea- 
tion. 

Come  my  friend  !  and  enjoy  this  delegable  fpor, 
Where  Peace  fpreadsher  mantle  to  iheltermy  cot, 
f  3  Where 
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Where  Health  on  the  wings  of  Zephyrus  reforts, 
To  deal  usthofe  raptures  unequal'd  in  courts; 
While  the  Eafl  beams  effulgent  as  Time  wakes 

the  morn, 
To  cheer  my  brown  reapers,  breafl-high  in  the 

corn. 

Whereat  noon,0!  forwordsto  exprefstheferene, 
The  pencil  of  Claud  had  improv'd  from  the  fccnc, 
Where  the  rills  blithe  meandering  chequer  the 

plain, 
And  Paradife  lives  for  its  mortals  again  : 
Where  ten  thoufand  bright  objects,    combin'd 

fwell  th'  whole, 
While  the  muiic  of  Nature  enraptures  the  foul. 

To  this  peaceable  fpot  my  dear  friend  come  away, 
Leave  the  artful  in  towns  on  each  other  to  prey: 
Here  fair  Liberality  cultures  the  farm, 
As  the  fonnets  of  Reafon  fhe  warbles  to  charm  ; 
Come  hafte  and  partake  of  this  fund  of  delight, 
And  friendfhip  fhall  feafon  the  goblet  at  night. 

Here  you  may  appropriate  your  talents 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  not  wafte 
them  in  idle  fpeculation — here  you  will, 
find  a  new  creation  burfting  from  the  fhades 

of 
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of  wildnefs  into  a  populous  (late; — and 
here  is  the  country  were  the  foundation 
nmft  be  laid  for  the  renovation  of  thofe 
privileges,  which  have  decayed  under  the 
influence  of  the  mod  capricious  and  vio- 
lent defpotifm.  Nay  which  have  been  tram- 
pled upon,  while  the  fofter  fex  have  loft 
half  of  that  lovelinefs  in  lofing  their  fin- 
cerity,  which  fo  peculiarly  inhances  the 
value  of  life. 

I  have  mentioned  to  Caroline  your  in- 
tention of  palling  this  place  on  your  way 
to  the  Illinois.  She  was  quite  delighted 
at  the  thought  of  feeing  you,  and  hopes 
that  you  will  fo  contrive  it,  as  to  be  able 
to  fpend  fome  time  with  us. 

Let  me  advife  you  to  bring  with  you 
fome  hilling  tackle,  for  I  was  in  fo  much 
hade  when  I  left  Baltimore,  that  I  did  not 
procure  an  aflortment  by  any  means  equal 
to  the  variety  of  fifhing  the  rivers  of  this 
country  afford — you  will  be  in  good  time 
for  the  trout  feafon,  and  Caroline  is  much 
1  4  flattered 
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flattered  with  the  expedations  of  thod 
pleafures  which  fuch  recreation  will  pro- 
duce her,  particularly  with  the  addition  of 
your  company. 

You  know  that  Mary  is  too  much  of  a 
fine  lady  to  move,  except  when  fhe  is  com- 
pelled to  do  it,  and  as  Mrs.  W 's morn- 
ings are  continually  occupied  with  her  do- 
meflic  concerns,  Caroline  has  been  ob- 
liged to  look  out  for  a  female  companion 
to  attend  her  in  her  little  excurfions  in  the 
neighbourhood,  in  order  to  view  the  va- 
rious profpe&s  and  wild  beauties  with 
which  it  abounds. 

In  one  of  thefe  peregrinations  in  the 
courfe  of  this  day,  and  in  which  fhe 
was   attended  by  her    female    companion 

Capt.  C —  and  myfelf  upon  the  banks 

of  the  Allegany  river,  jufl  as  wTe  were 
viewing  fome  laurels  that  garniih  an  im- 
pending rock  hanging  over  the  river,  two 
Indian  men  and  an  Indian  woman  came 
fuddenly  upon  us. 

I  wa& 
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I  was  at  that  moment  pointing  at  a  chafm 
in  the  rock  which  refembles  the  cell  of  a 
hermit;  but  Caroline  catching  a  glance  o^ 
them  firft,    fcreamed   out,    and  fainted. — 

C and  the  other  lady  was  at   that  in- 

ftant   not   in  fight.       I  had   only   time   to 
catch  her  in  my  arms  before  fhe  fell. 

In  that  fituation  was  your  friend  for 
fome  minutes,  regardlefs  of  every  confide- 
ration,  but  protecting  fo  much  beauty  and 
innocence. 

Cowards  are  ever  brave  when  there  is 
no  danger;  but  if  you  will  forgive  me, 
I  had  determined  they  fhould  firft  pierce 
my  body  before  they  mould  profane  the 
holy  rights  of  humanity,  in  the  facriledge 
of  murdering  fo  much  divinitv. 

Here  I  felt  all  the  torrent  of  emotions 
which  at  once  confounds  the  imagination; 
but  intent  upon  nothing  but  fhielding  this 
fair  creature,  and  watching  for  figns  of  re- 
turning life,  I  had  not  difcovered  that  the 
men  had  approached  clofe  to  us;  and  I 
r   z  was 
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was  firft  apprized  of  it,  by  their  afking  mc 
if  they  could  be  of  any  affiftance  to  Caro- 
line, and  faying  they  were  very  forry  they 
had  alarmed  fo  pretty  woman,  for  that  was 
their  expreffion.  And  then  faying  to  me, 
Brother,  if  we  have  been  your  worft  foes 
in  war,  we  will  be  your  bed  friends  in 
peace,  and  that  they  were  going  to  Pittf- 
burg  for  the  purpofe  of  burying  the  hat- 
chet, that  white  people  and  Indians  might 
live  together  like  brothers. 

Caroline  began  now  to  recover,  and  as 
{he  faw  there  was  no  danger,  ihe  immedi- 
ately refumed  her  cheerfulnefs,  and  apolo- 
gized for  having  been  fo  weak.  I  told 
her  it  was  very  natural,  particularly  after 
the  adventure  with  the  old  man  in  the 
mountain ;  and  as  there  was  not  yet  a 
peace  between  the  Indians  and  us,  that  at 
firft,  I  had  my  apprehenfions. 

It  wac  at  that  moment  when  after  her 
animal  fpirits  had  ceafed  to  flow,  and  when 
they  were  returning  with  accelerated  quick- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  that  the  mild  luftre  of  fo  much  beauty 
and  confcious  innocence,  warmed  the  ce- 
leftial  fire  of  love  into  the  molt  unbounded 
admiration.  I  felt  for  the  firft  time  in  my 
life,  my  powers  of  utterance  fufpended — I 
felt  in  the  returning  pulfations  of  her  hand* 
the  high  beating  tones  of  Nature  vibrate 
through  every  part  of  my  frame  ;  and  in 
this  ecftatic  moment,  when  language  was 
mute,  and  when  Caroline's  eyes  fpoke  the 
molt  ineffable  things,  I  was  loit  in  the 
elyfmm  of  intoxicated  defire. 

At  length  recovering,  faid  I,  Caroline-) 
had  it  been  poffible  to  have  gazed 
upon  your  various  charms  with  indiffer- 
ence, this  interefting  minute  would  have 
fixed  my  fate  for  ever.  Then  preffing  her 
hand  with  both  mine — and  going  to  pro- 
ceed, C and  the  other  lady  came  up# 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  relating  to  them 
the  effects  the  feeing  the  Indians  had 
upon  Caroline,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  ap- 
peared a  fufficient  caufe  for  the  confufion 
f  6  I  was 
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I  was  in.  The  Indians  bore  teftimony  for 
the  truth  of  what  I  had  faid,  and  repeating 
their  concern  for  what  had  happened,  when 
wre  all  polled  together  for  town  ;  affaringour 
new  company  that  the  fright  proceeded  from 
the  lady's  not  being  accuftomed  to  fiich 
fights-  and  Caroline  added,  that,  ilie 
hoped  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
their  nations,  and  which  fhe  mould  the 
more  eagerly  wifh,  as  their  motives  ap- 
peared to  be  fo  conciliatory. 

Such,  my  dear  friend,  have  been  the 
confequences  of  my  acquaintance  with  this 
charming  girl.  God  knows  were  it  will 
end! — I  dread  the  approach  of  winter,  as 
it  will  prevent  our  walks  in  future  ;  and  it 
will  be  almoft  impoffible  from  the  fituation 
of  the  family,  for  me  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  enjoy  the  only  pleafure  of  which 
my  diffracted  mind  is  fufceptible. 

As  you  efteem  your  friend,  fix  an  early 
period  to  fet  out  upon  your  intended  jour- 
ney, that  I  may  have  the  pleafure  of  the 

conversation 
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coriverfation  of  a  man  who  I  have  fo  long 
regarded.  Halten  to  this  interefling  place 
— we  all  wifh  for  you,  and  mall  think  the 
hours  deep  on  their  way  untill  you  arrive. 
Adieu. my  friend,  it  is  now  palt  three  A.  M. 
and  I  have  no  thought  of  repofe — indeed 
it  will  be  impofnble  for  me  to  fleep  after 
fo  interefling  an  event — an  event  on  which 
hangs  my  future  fate,  until  I  have  feen  the 
lovely  Caroline,  and  heard  the  fweet  mufic 
of  her  voice. 

I  am  truly  your- 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIV. 

Mifs  Caroline  to  Mrs.   F- 


Pittfburg,  oa. 
My  Dear  Sister, 

AS  George  fets  out  this  evening 
for  Philadelphia,  I  embrace  with  the  greateft 
pleafare  the  opportunity  of  complying  with 
my  promife. 

Every  feafon  has  its  charms,  and  every 
pleafure  its  alloy ;  but  I  fhall  ever  feel  the 
fenfations  of  forrow  when  I  look  toward 
the  eaft,  particularly  as  it  will  always  afford 
me  the  image  of  my  kind  Eliza,  in  a  diftant 
profpective;  and  while  my  heart  eagerly 
pants  after  the  fubftance,  I  mall  be  tanta- 
lized with  the  fhadow. 

O  cruel  fate  1  how  hard  is  the  fituation 
of  poor  Caroline  ? — Every  day  brings  frefh 
x  proofs  I 
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proofs    to  her  that  the  lofs  of  her  Eliza  is 
irreparable. 

1  here  is  fomething  in  the  decrees  of 
heaven  which  forbids  us  to  examine  too 
nicely  into  the  objecl  of  Providence ;  but 
how  can  I  forbear  complaining,  when  I  feem 
to  (land  infulated  and  deferted,  at  a  time  I 
want  mod  the  advice  and  fupport  of  my 
once  kind  protectrefs  ? 

O  Eliza  1  how  fhall  I  tell  you  ? — my  in- 
nocent heart  diffufes  the  crimfon  over  my 
face  at  the  very  thought — There  was  fome- 
thing too  interefting,  at  the  firft  fight  of 
Capt.  Arl — ton,  for  me,  not  to  feel  the  mod 
lively  emotions; — but  the  time  and  place 
of  his  overtaking  me,  and  his  manner  of 
afhfting  our  helplefs  family,  fo  confpired 
to  make  impreffions  upon  my  fond  foolifh 
heart,  that  it  has  ever  fince  caufed  me  con- 
fiderable  uneafinefs  •  but  what  I  have  mod 
caufe  to  lament  is  of  a  very  recent  date. 

Walking  has  hitherto  formed  my  prin- 
cipal amufement,  and  as  I  had  been  taking 

a  view 
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a  view  of  fome  of  the  pi&urefque  fcene3 
of  this  romantic  country,  accompanied  by 
a'  female  companion,  Capt.  Arl — ton  andi 
his  friend,    on   our   return   I  was  alarmed 
at  the  fight  of  three  of  the  natives,  which; 
quite  overcame  me ;  and  when  I  recovered 
I  found  myfelf  in  the  arms  of  Capt.  Arl- 
— ton,  and  frightened  as  I  was,  I  could  dis- 
cover all  the  figns  of  folicitude  and  anxiety, 
fo  flrongly  pourtrayed  in  his  countenance, 
that  it  was  impoffible  forme  to  miftake  the 
emotions  of  his  heart. — His  full  eyes  feemed 
to  have  caught  the  flame  of  fympathy,  and 
emitted  fuch  a  radiance  of  expreflion  and 
tendernefs,  that   I   am   afraid  my  feelings,, 
which  were  in  unifon  with  nature,  and  ever; 
true  to  the  dictates  of  gratitude,  which    I 
felt  anew  for  his   attempt  to  preferve  met 
againft  the  fury  of  the  fanguinary  Indians,, 
be  trayed  the  fituation  of  my  heart;  for  he. 
fcarcely  allowing  me  time  to   recover,  he" 
declared  in   the  mod    ardent  manner  the 

exigence  of  his  pafnon. 

Heavens! ' 
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Heavens!    how   was  my   foul    agitated 
between  hope  and  fear?  but  fortunately  our 
company  coming  up  before  I  had  time  to 
have  fpoken,  which  would  have  been  im- 
poflible,  my  embarramnent  in  a  degree  fub- 
fided:    and  in    that   fituation   I   returned 
home,  and   have   ever   fince,   more  from 
anxiety  than  from  any  harm  I  experienced 
from  my  fright,  been  obliged  to  keep  my 
room.     He  has  been  feveral  times  to  en- 
quire  after  my   health,  and   has    fent  his 
fervant  much  oftener. — He  came  this  morn- 
ing and  infilled  upon  feeing  me,  and  told 
Mary  that  it  was  unkind  to  deny  him  that 
fatisfaclion,  after  the  intimacy  which  had  for 
fome  time   fubfifted  between  him  and  our 
family  ;  particularly  fince  he  had  been  my 
fellow  traveller.— But  recollecting  himfelf 
he  begged  pardon  if  there  was    an  impro- 
priety in  the  requeft,  and  laid  he  prefumed 
I  was  not  confined  to  my  bed;  and  as  Mary 
formally  affured  him  that  provided   I  was 
better  in  the  evening  he  mould  be  permitted 

ta 
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to  fee  me;  I  am  afraid,  it  gave  him 
offence.  For  fhe  fays  he  departed  with, 
figns  of  difpleafure. 

Mary  is  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  to  make 
of  fuch  rudenefs,  for  fuch  fhe  terms  it, 
and  you  know,  my  dear  Eliza,  that  there  is 
fo  little  affinity  of  difpofition  between  us, 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  communicate 
to  her  the  real  caufe  of  his  importunities. 
However,  you  know  that  fhe  poffefTes  all 
that  kind  of  penetration  which  is  neceffary 
to  develope  fuch  myfteries — I  both  fear 
and  wifh  for  the  rencontre  this  evening,  but 
as  Mary  will  be  fure  to  be  firefent  I  hope  to 
be  collected. 

I  find,  as  ufual,  I  have  wandered  from 
the  fubjeft  I  intended  to  have  began ;  but 
I  know  you  will  forgive  the  egotifm  after 
fo  ingenuous  a  confefsion  ;  but  not  to  have 
made  it  to  you,  my  Eliza,  would  have 
been  criminal. — Would  to  God  it  could 
have  been  oral !  and  when  I  again  clafped 
you  to  my  tender  heart,  you  would  be  fen- 

fible 
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fible  how  much  I  love  you — but  avaunt, 
treafon! — I  will  not  doubt  your  confidence 
in  that;  but  let  me  pray  that  you  will  con- 
tinue to  love  your  Caroline  as  ufual. 

Now  for  Pittfburg  and  its  inhabitants. — 
How  fhall  I  talk  of  things  which  are  inani- 
mate or  indifferent? — But  I  will  roufe  my 
fenfes  from  their  torpor,  for  every  thing 
here  is  interesting,  and  many  of  the  citizens 
are  amiable,  and  poflefs  the  moil  exalted 
virtues. 

Pittfburg  (lands  in  the  fork  of  the  Alle- 
gany and  Monongahala  rivers,  which  inter- 
mingle their  waters,  and  form  the  Ohio — > 
Ohio,  in  the  Indian  language  fignifies  fair, 
and  perhaps  nothing  can  be  more  applicable 
than  the  name  of  this  beautiful  river. 

The  Monongahala  is  about  the  breadth 
of  the  Thames  at  London, — its  current 
gentle, — its  waters  limpid, — and  its  banks 
on  the  oppofite  more  are  high  and  fteep, 
which  are  faid  to  be  a  body  of  coal,  and  for 

many 
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many  years  were  on  fire,  which  exhibited 
the  image  of  a  Volcano. 

The  Allegany  is  not  fo  broad  as  the  Mo- 
nongahala,  but  its  current  is  much  more 
impetuous,  and  from  the  fiercenefs  of  its 
afpecl,  and  the  wildnefs  which  lowers  over 
its  banks,  it  appears  to  be  what  it  really  is, 
the  line  between  civilization  and  barbarifm. 
So  that  you  fee,  my  dear  Sifter,  I  have 
paffed  from  the  moft  populous  city  in  the 
world — a  city  embellifhed  with  all  the 
beauty  that  art  and  ingenuity  can  furnifh, 
and  which  the  accumulated  induftry  of  ages 
have  produced,  to  the  remote  corner  of 
the  empire  of  reafon  and  fcience. 

But  here  are  charms  as  well  as  at  mafque- 
rades,  operas,  or  the  dufty  rides  in  Hyde 
Park. — Here  is  a  continual  feaft  for  the 
imagination — here  every  thing  is  new,  and 
when  you  contemplate  a  frowning  wilder- 
nefs,  and  view  the  fhades  or  gradations  of 
the  polifh  of  manners,  which  the  blandilh- 
ments  of  fcience  has  produced,  and  then 

compare 
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compare  this  fcene  with  what  mull  have 
been  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
manners  of  the  Aborigines  of  that  ifland, 
when  it  was  firft  invaded  by  the  more 
polifhed  Romans,  what  a  comprehenfive 
and  fublime  fubject.  is  it  for  the  human  mind  ? 
How  familiar  does  it  make  you  with  the 
appearance  of  things  at  an  event  fo  remote, 
and  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  which, 
requires  a  fcene  like  this  ?  and  in  what  an 
eltimable  point  of. view  does  it  place  thofe 
geniufes,  who  by  their  labour  and  talents 
have  produced  the  aftoniming  contraft? — 
I  mult  paufe  for  a  moment  at  the  ftupendous 
thought. 

On  one  fide  of  us  lie  the  wild  regions 
of  the  Indian  country ;  on  the  other  our 
profpecl  is  obfhuct-ed  by  the  high  banks 
of  the  Monongahala,  beyond  which  lies  a 
beautiful  country  that  is  well  peopled  and 
cultivated — behind  us  a  confiderable  plain 
tbat  is  laid  out  in  orchards  and  gardens,  and 
which  yields  a  profufion  of  delicious  fruits, 

— and 


1 1  8  THE    EMIGRANTS. 

— and  in  our  front  the  Ohio  difplays  the! 
mod  captivating  beauty,  and  after  (hooting 
forward  for  about  a  mile  it  abruptly  turns 
round  a  high  and  projecting   point,  as   ifj 
confcious  of  its   charms,  and    as    if  done) 
with  an  intent  to  elude  the  enraptured  fight. 

From  the  various  piclurefque  fcenes  with] 
which  this  country  abounds,  I  have  derived 
the  mod  lively  amufements ;  and  perhaps  j 
they  have  been  made  more  agreeable  from 
my  having  been  continually  attended  byj 
Capt.  Arl — ton,  which  gave  a  zeft  to  themj 
without  my  being  fenfible  of  the  caufe.     || 

I  will  not  fatigue  your  attention  by  re- 
peating the  whole  hiftory  of  this  place ;  but  i 
you  may  recollect,  it  was  a  fort  erected  1 
previous  to  the  laft  war  by  the  French  cal- 
led fort  Du  Quefne,  and  was  taken  by  the 
Britiih  forces  in  the  courfe  of  that  war — 
fince  which  period  it  has  been  a  garrifoned 
town  by  the  name  of  Fort  Pitt,  or  Pittfburg, 
in  honour    of  the    fplendid    virtues    and 

talents 
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talents  of  that  great  man,  during  whole 
adm in ift ration  it  was  taken. 

The  Americans  keep  a  confiderable 
force  at  this  place,  and  as  it  is  the  rendez- 
vous for  a  great  number  of  emigrants, 
who  are  continually  paffing  down  the 
Ohio,  it  affords  a  great  variety  in  our 
fociety. 

But  I  mud  tell  you  of  two  accomplifhed 
and  amiable  beings,  whofe  virtues  and 
goodnefs  would  ferve  as  a  patron  for  half 

the  world.     General  W had   felt    a 

juvenile  tendernefs  for  his  lady,  and  had 
given  every  proof  of  it  during  his  fervices 
in  the  army,  and  after  having  acquired 
much  honour  at  Saratoga  in  aclions  fought 
againft  our  brave  and  unfortunate  forces, 
he  returned  with  his  brows  incircled  with 
laurels,  to  repofe  in  the  boforn  of  love, 
after  the  fatigues  and  perils  of  three  cam- 
paigns. 

During  his  firft  overtures  which  were 
imade  upon  the  eve   of  that  ill-fated  war, 

me 
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(he  wrote  a  fonnet,  in  which  fhe  chided 
him  in  fo  delicate  a  manner,  yet  fo  pathe- 
tically, that  I  will  tranfcribe  a  part  of  it, 
as  it  will  afford  you  an  opportunity  of 
eftimating  the  qualities  of  this  charming 
woman. 

"  Full  well  dear  youth, 

I  know  thy  truth, 

And  all  thy  arts  to  pleafe ;— » 

But  ah!  is  this 

A  time  for  blifs, 

Or  things  fo  foft  as  thefe.— » 

Whilfl  all  around 

We  hear  no  found 

But  war's  terrific  ftrain, 

Our  martial  bands, 

The  drum  commands, 

And  chides  each  tardy  fwain?" 

They  continued  for  fome  time  after 
their  marriage  to  be  the  admiration  of  thei 
gay  circles  of  Philadelphia;  but,  finding 
that  the  diffipation  which  the  Englifh  and 
French  manners  had  introduced  during  the 

late 
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late  war,  and  knowing  that  their  fortune 
was  not  equal  to  a  continuation  of  that 
extravagance,  which  the  times  and  their 
rank  in  fociey  had  made  unavoidable,  they 
came  to  a  refolution  of  retiring  to  this 
country,  which  feems  to  be  the  afylum  of 
all  unfortunate  people ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  has  a  large  proportion  of  rational 
characters  among  them  ;  which  to  be  fure, 
is  not  often  the  cafe  with  fuch  perfons  as 
have  been  the  caufe  of  their  own  troubles. 
But  in  the  cafe  of  the  difappointed  per- 
fons who  find  their  way  here,  the  moll  of 
them  are  men  of  high  fpirit,  who  have  con- 
fumed  their  eftates  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country. 

The  General  has  in  addition  to  the  graces 
ofperfon,  thofe  of  the  mind  :  ■  ■'  he  is  an 
accomplished  gentleman,  an i  affectionate 
hulband,  a  fond  father,  a  cheerfui  and 
and  pleafant  companion;  but  above  all 
he  Is  a  good  and  ufeful  citizen. 

vol.  1.  g  Mrs. 
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Mrs.   W appears    to    be    about 

five  and  twenty,  which  may  be  two  or 
three  years  younger  than  the  General; 
and  is  one  of  thofe  happy  women  whom 
we  feldom  meet  in  England,  i.  e.  to  de- 
rive her  greater!  pleafure  from  the  Ge- 
neral's attention,  the  care  of  her  children, 
the  free  intercourfe  of  her  friends,  and 
from  fharing  her  hofpitable  board  with 
Grangers. 

As  to  her  character  as  a  mere  woman, 
I  cannot  give  you  a  better  idea  of  it,  than 
adopting  that,  which  Cardinal  De  Retz 
has  given  Madam  De  Longueville;  who  he 
faid,  "  had  a  great  ftore  of  natural  wit,  and 
which  was  more,  took  great  pains  to  re- 
fine and  give  it  a  pleafing  turn. 

"  Her  capacity  which  was  not  helped  by 
her  lazinefs,  could  never  reach  fo  far  as 
ftate  affairs.  She  had  a  languifhing  air 
that  touched  the  heart  more  than  the  vi- 
vacity 
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vacity  even  of  a  more  beautiful  woman 
— (lie  had  even  a  certain  indolence  of  mind 
which  had  its  charms;  becaufe  (he  was 
now  and  then  awaked  out  of  it  by  ftarts  of 
fancy  furprizingly  fine." 

George  is  hurrying  me  to  finim.  my 
letter. — O  my  dear  Eliza!  how  does  my 
poor  heart  beat  ?  How  powerfully  do  the 
ties  of  nature  call  upon  me  to  tell  you  how 
fincerely  I  love  you?  .and  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  I  expect O  my  kind  filler, 

George  muft  write  you  from  Philadelphia 
reflecting  the  family.  I  can  only  fay  that 
we  are  all  well.  Adieu  !  I  was  very  near 
omitting  to  mention,  that  Capt.  Arl — ton 
and  myfelf  had  a  curious  adventure  with 
an  old  gentleman  as  we  were  croffing  the 
mountain ;  for  fuch  he  proved  himfelf 
by  his  manners  and  converfation,  though 
.his    garb   and    employment    was    that    of 

yeoman.     He  promifed   to   call   upon 
g  2  me 


124  TH£    EMIGRANTS.- 
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trie  when  he  fhould  return,  and  I  afiure i 
you,  fuch  are  my  expectations  of  the 
pleafure  I  fhall  derive  from  this  curious 
character,  that  I  am  quite  impatient  to  fee 
him* 

God  blefs  you. 

Caroline. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XV. 

Mifs  R to  Mrs.  W . 

Briftol,  Nov. 

HOW  fhall  I  exprefs,  my  dear 
W"  ,  my  gratitude  to  you  and  the 

General  for  your  molt    affectionate   con- 
duel:  to  me  and  my  unfortunate  father? 

I  have  read  in  romance,  tales  of  the  mod 
lively  and  heroic  friendship,  and  I  have 
heard  profeffions  when  the  imagination  has 
been  warmed  into  enthufiafm  equally  dif- 
interefted;  but  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me, 
my  friend,  when  I  fay,  that  there  is  a  de- 
licacy in  anticipating  the  wants  of  others, 
which  was  never  more  beautifully  cha- 
racterized than  in  the  letter  I  received  by 
Terpin. 

g  3     _  As 
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As   the  wretch  who  is    condemned   to 
fufFer  for  a  fuppofed  crime,   after  making 
his  peace  with    heaven,   and  after  having 
taken  leave  of  his  friends  and  drawn  over 
his  eyes  the  veil  which  hides  from  him  the 
radiance  of  the  world  he  loves,  and  ihews 
to  his    imagination    that    chafm    between 
our  exiftence  here  and  eternity  in  a  man- 
ner  more  emphatical  than  wrords  can  ex- 
prefs,  and  who  has  knelt  to   receive   the 
fatal  ftroke,  hears   the  found   of  pardon, 
which  he  at  firft  miPiakes,  conceiving  it  to 
be  a  feraphic  voice  from  heaven,  ftarts  in 
wonder  and    amazement   to  find  that  he 
ftill  lives,  and  may  again  enjoy  the  felicity 
of  feeing  fome  fond  girl   or  beloved  ac- 
quaintance ;  fuch  was  the  frantic  fpirits  of 

your  R before  fhe  had  half  Unimed 

your  dear  letter. 

It  feems  as  if  heaven  ever  meant  to 
to  punifh  thofe  perfons  who  would  pro- 
digally fport  with  her  precious  gifts.  I 
find  that  my  felicity  is  not  to  be  compleat, 

and 
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and  that  the  golden  profpects  which  you  fo 
kindly^  held  out  to  me,  are  banifhed  into 
air — my  father  fhedding  a  profufion  of  tears 
occafioned  by  the  prefent,  and  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  many  paft  kindneifes  he  has 
received  from  you,  and  fearing  that  the 
General's  liberality  might  fubject  him  to 
fome  inconvenience,  determined  to  fum- 
mon  the  different  people  to  whom  he  was 
indebted,  and  to  lay  a  ftate  of  his  property 
before  them,  which  he  meant  they  mould 
divide;  and  then,  in  defpite  of  his  infir- 
mities, to  remove  to  the  country  that  has 
fo  much  celebrity  for  its  being  the  afylum 
of  the  victims  of  poverty;  and  which  has 
all  the  charms  that  nature  can  produce, 

fince  it  contains  James  and  Maria  W . 

But  what  was  our  aftonifhment  when 
the  creditors  fent  word  that  they  had  no 
demands,  for  that  they  had  been  paid  ?  and 
defired  at  the  fame  time  that  my  father 
,  would  make  no  interrogations,  for  they 
had  received  their  money  upon  condition, 
g  4  that 
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that  they  would  never  promulge  to  the 
world,  who  was  the  author  that  cancelled 
his  engagements. 

Who  could  have  done  this  exclaimed 
my  father?  By  heavens!  thefe  are  tranf- 
actions  which  overwhelm  me!  It  is  im- 
poffible  for  my  mattered  frame  to  bear 
that  torrent  of  emotions  which  is  impofed 
upon  a  heart  ft  ill  alive  to  all  the  fenti- 
ments  of  honour  and  gratitude,  by  fo  much 
generofity  on  the  part  of  my  friends  the 

W -s,    and    this    friendly   incognitum. 

Come,  faid  he,  to  my  arms  my  child,  which 
though  feeble  will  prefs  you  to  a  bofom 
that  is  warm  in  philanthrophy,  and  beats 
high  with  manly  fentiments.  Perhaps  Laura 
this  is  the  laft  effort  of  nature  ;  for  I  feel 
my  fenfations  too  powerful,  and  I  am  ap- 
prehenfive  that  my  afflicted  heart  will  not 
be  able  to  propel,  that  mafs  of  vital  fluid 
with  which  it  has  been  overwhelmed  from 
every  extremity  of  my  emaciated  frame. 
But  as  I   know  you  love  and  honour  my 

name, 
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name,  let  me  conjure  you  to  find  out  this 
man,  who  would  have  been  unique,  had  there 

not  been  two  W s.      Let  them  know 

that  he  was  fenfible  of  the  obligations  he 
was  under  to  him,  and  that  he  had  but 
two  wifhes  to  live.  The  firtt,  for  the  fake 
of  his  only  child,  whom  he  lamented  had  not 
a  friend,  but  who  was  a  long  way  diftant 
from  her;  and  the  next  to  make  his  bene- 
factors fenfible  how  much  he  efteemed  their 
worth  and  unparalleled  goodnefs.  Here  he 
ceafed,  and  then  preffed  me  to  his  bofom 
— I  perceived  that  nature  by  an  effort  had 
outdone  herfelf,  and  while  the  hurry  of 
my  fpirits  were  almoft  in  tone  with  his,  I 
found  before  I  had  time  to  make  any  an- 
fwer,  that  the  chill  of  death  had  fattened 
upon  his  cheeks,  which  retted  upon  my 
diftracted  breaft.  Here  let  me  paufe  for  a 
moment  to  contemplate  the  peculiar  opera- 
tions of  nature. 

When   a  fenfible  heart  vibrates  in   the 

ecttacy  of  joy  or  grief,  how  wonderful  and 

g  5.  exquifite 
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exquifite  rauft  be  the  pleafure  or  pain? 
and  how  admirably  are  diftributed  thofe 
various  fibres  and  filaments  which  ope- 
rate with  fuch  peculiar  harmony  ?  and 
how  effentially  does  it  prove,  that  the  finer 
the  organs  of  the  human  body  the  more 
delicate  the  feelings,  and  confequently  the 
fenfe  of  honour? 

This  may  appear  to  you  at  firft  a  ftrange 
digreffion;  but  when  I  was  confounded 
with  three  events  fo  extraordinary,  and 
when  I  felt  a  compofure  at  this  laft  cir- 
cumftance,  which  made  me  think  upon  re- 
flection that  I  was  deficient  in  filial  ten- 
dernefs,  I  was  induced  to  turn  my  thoughts 
to  the  operations  of  pleafure  and  pain ; 
and  I  could  only  account  for  my  indiffer- 
ence, from  that  equilibrium  which  [o  many 
fudden  fhocks  upon  my  feelings  had  pro- 
duced. 

Such,  my  dear  friend,  have  been  the 
events  within  two  days  pafl ;  and  as  I  begin 
to  recover  from  the  efFefts  of  that  hurry  of 

fpirits 
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fpirits  which  for  a  time  left  me  without 
the  power  of  acting,  I  mull  take  leave  of 
you  in  order  that  Terpin  may  return,  to 
prevent  the  General  puting  himfelf  to  am 
expence  and  trouble  for  nothing. 

You  fee  my  dear  W the  important 

talk  which  my  dear  father  has  impofed 
upon  me.  Heaven  only  knows  how  I  fhall 
acquit  *»y'felf— but  be  allured,  that  I  never 
fhall  forget  the  obligation  I  owe  to  your 
happy  and  worthy  hufband.  Farewell,  you 
lhall  hear  from  me  the  firfl  opportunity  I 
can  find  to  wrrite. 

I  am  your  arfectionate,but  affli&ed  friend, 

Laura  Fv—~- , 


g  6  LET- 
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LETTER  XVL 

Mr.  II — ray  to  Capt.  Arl — ton. 


Philadelphia,  Nov. 

I  HAVE  this  moment,  my^dear  Ari^fon, 

met  with  General  W -J$  old  fervant 

Terpin,  who  has  acquainted   me  with   the 

fudden  death  of  old  Mr.   R %  and, 

that  he  is  to  fet  out  in  the  morning  on; 
his  return,  poft  to  Pittfburgh  with  the| 
melancholy  news. 

This  circumftance  has  affe&ed  me  anew 
in  the  moft  fenfible  manner — you  know1 
what  an  amiable  creature  Mifs  R-x-^f'is 
and  what  a  feries  of  difappointments  me 
has  met  with  to  mar  her  hopes,  and  cor-, 
rode  here  every  felicity  ? 

The  failure  of  her  uncle  firft  involved 
her  father,  whofe  high  fenfe  of  honour 
would  not  fufFer  the  creditors  to  take  a 

compromife; 
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compromife  ;  but  it  was  from  his  frequent 
and  generous  a£tions  that  he  beggared  his 
fortune,  and  in  the  folitary  wretchednefs 
which  penury  produces,  I  had  often  re- 
flected with  the  greateft  concern  upon  the 
fate  of  a  man,  whofe  benevolence  had  fo 
often  warmed  into  rapture  the  frozen  face 
of  poverty,  and  turned  the  gloom  of  for- 
row  into  a  luminous  cheerfulnefs. 

It  was  under  fuch  reflections  I  deter- 
mined to  vifit  him  in  his  retirement  at 
Briftol,  where  I  knew  I  mould  meet  from 
his  focial  heart  amofthoneft  welcome;  and 
as  I  have  always  enjoyed  the  moft  lively 
pleafure  from  the  exhilarating  fpjrits  of  the 

charming  Mifs  R- ,  I  expected  to  fpend 

a  moft  agreeable  fortnight  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, as  I  fhould  be  molt  of  my  time 
with  them.  Put  judge  what  were  my  feel- 
ings when  I  entered  the  door  of  that  good 
old  man.  Inftead  of  finding  the  fame 
lovely  Laura  in  the  bloom  of  life,  who  ufed 
to    gladden  the  laughing  hours  while   her 

fancy 
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fancy  was  as  vivid  as  the  luftre  of  her  eyes, 
now  pale — her  fpirits  quite  evaporated,  and 
fadnefs  fo  marked  on  her  cheeks,  that  it 
was  not  in  her  power,  with  all  her  exertions, 
to  refume  her  former  cheerfulnefs. 

The  kind  old  man  received  me  with  open 
arms.  It  was  in  the  evening,  and  he  was 
converfing  with  his  ufual  fprightlinefs,  when 
I  had  for  fome  time  miffed  Laura;  and 
having  repeatedly  afked  for  her,  I  faw  that 
it  affe&ed  him.  But  when  I  entered  into 
the  fupper  room  and  found  the  table  covered 

ivith  all  the  ufual  elegance  of  Mifs  R > 

and  her  little  fupper  the  exacl  emblem  of 
her  mind,  I  felt  my  heart  leap  with  joy,  at 
the  idea  that  things  were  not  fo  bad  as  I 
at  firft  had  conceived  them. — But  when 
the  affectionate  old  man  took  Laura's  hand 
and  preffed  it  tenderly  to  his  bofom,  and 
foftly  faid,  are  you  not  fatigued  my  dear 
girl,  and  after  feating  himielf  obferving 
the  tears  ftart  in  his  eyes,  by  heavens!  I 
could  not  ftand  it. — The  fire  which  had  been 

kindling 


kindling  in  my  bread,  now  burft  into  a 
flame. — I   threw  down  my  knife  and  fork, 

and  though  Mr.    R collected  himfelf, 

and  Laura  feemed  to  have  regained  from 
exercife  part  of  her  former  animation,  (till 
it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  diveft  myfelf  of 
thofe  feelings,  which  this  interefting  evening 
had  produced. 

Come,  faid  the  friendly  old  man,  taking 
hold  of  one  of  my  hands,  we  are  very  hap- 
py to  fee  you,  and  as  you  know  that  things 
are  altered  with  us,  then  taking  hold  of 
Laura's  hand  with  his  other,  I  will  candidly 
inform  you,  that  my  dear  child  has  been  em- 
ployed preparing  her  little  fupper,  for  we 
are  not  in  a  fituation  to  keep  a  maid.  But 
faid  he,  continuing,  we  are  always  glad  to 
fee  our  old  friends,  and  when  they  do  us 
the  honour  to  brighten  our  lonely  evenings, 
which  as  the  autumn  advances  become  long 
and  tedious,  the  leaft  we  can  do,  is  to  make 
their  time  as  agreeable  to  them  as  poffible. 
— Do  not  fufTer,  my  worthy  friend,  the 
'*L  -  fympathy 


^^^C- 
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fympathy  of  your  feelings  to  throw  a  damp 
upon  thofe  joys  which  are  fo  fhort  lived. — 
For  when  I  recolleft  how  many  millions  of- 
human  beings,  who  at  this  moment  are  fuf- 
fering  not  only  under  the  mo  ft  devouring 
poverty,  but  who  are,  perhaps,  alfo  ftiut  out 
from  all  intercourfe  with  their  friends,  nay, 
who  never  fee  day-light,  but  live  unfeen  and 
unpitied;  I  have  reafon  to  rejoice  at  my 
comparative  felicity. — But  faid  he,  as  he 
ftill  continued,  when  I  take  a  view  of  the 
unfortunate  African  who  is  torn  from  his 
home — from  his  family — and  from  that  in- 
dependence when  he  laboured  for  himfelfj 
and  when  he  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  toil, 
which  he  kindly  fhared  with  a  fmiling  pro- 
geny, whofe  infant  faces,  when  lifping  to 
their  fire,  taught  him  to  feel  that  unbounded 
blifs  flowing  from  the  affe&ionate  fourl 
now  living  in  a  ftate  of  captivity,  fuffering, 
under  the  moll  tyrannic  and  inhuman  facri- 
lege,  how  much  more  reafon  have  I  to  con- 
fider  my  fituation  happy  than  miferable  ? 

Mill 
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Mifs    R and   myfelf  liftened   with 

profound  attention  to  this  harangue;  but 
-however  forcible  the  moral  truths  it  con- 
tained, they  were  not  fufficient  to  cheer  the 
gloom  that  had  overcaft  the  evening. 

Laura  at  length  broke  the  filence  which 
had  continued  for  fome  minutes,  by  fay- 
ing, how  very  much  was  the  fyftem  of 
flavery  to  be  reprobated,  and  lamented, 
that  the  depravity  of  the  world  was  fuch,  as 
not  to  fix  the  mod  flagrant  odium  upon 
thofe  concerned  in  a  traffic,  which  difgraced 
human  nature.  And  who  could  not  be  look- 
ed upon  in  any  better  light  than  homicides; 
*or,  that  flie  had  ever  underflood,  the  mofl 
inhuman  murders  had  often  been  commit- 
ted upon  thofe  unfortunate,  fable  beings 
who  were  degraded  to  a  fituation  no  better 
than  that  of  brutes;  and,  that  cruelties 
even  to  brutes  were  highly  reprehenfible; 
and  flie  hoped,  fome  enlightened  govern- 
ment  would  one   day  fet  the  example   of 

punifhing 


I38  THE     EMIGRANTS. 

punifhing  Monfters  of  every  fort. — The! 
flipper  flill  remained  untouched. 

After  an  evening  pall  in  this  way,  myj 
dear  James,  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to! 
reflect,  without  feeling  the  moil  lively  conJ 
cern,  upon  the  viciffitudes  of  the  fortune 
of  this  amiable  and  once  opulent  family. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  inactive  benevo-i 
lence  was  little  better  than  mifanthropy;i 
and,  that  my  merely  (laying  a  fortnight,  1 
or  even  a  year  in  their  neighbourhood, 
could  very  little  tend  to  alleviate  the  for-! 
rows  of  a  people  which  required  a  fpecific 
remedy. 

It  was  under  fuch  confiderations  that  I 

wrote  a  note  to  Mifs  R ,  apologifing 

for  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  breakfaft 
with  her  the  next  morning,  as  bufinefs  of 
confequence,  and  which  had  occurred  lince 
I  left  town,  obliged  me  to  return  immedi- 
ately ;  which  I  gave  to  the  Porter  of  the 
Inn  with  inftruftions  to  deliver  it  early  in 

the 
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the  morning,  and  inftead  of  going  to  reft, 
I  inftantly  fet  out  on  my  return. 

After     my   arrival   in    Town    the    next 

1  day  .  I   fent  for  Mr.  S ,  who  you  know 

■  is    very    intimate    with    the    family,    and 
:  who,  it  has  been  laid,  had  pretenfions  to 

Mifs  R ,  to   call  as  early   as  poffible 

upon  me,  for  that  I  had  fome  particular 
bufinefs  with  him  which  did  not  admit  of 
delay. 

Now  as  Mr.  S was  one  of  the  um- 
pires in  the  fettlement  of  the  brother's  ac- 
counts, it  naturally  occurred  to  me  that  he 
muft  be  acquainted  with  the  penal  engage- 
ments of  Mr.  R ,  who  had  been  taken 

as  fecurity  for  his  brother.    * 

I   was    in  the    right.     Mr  S knew 

every  thing  concerning  the  bufinefs,  and 
upon  enumerating  the  amount  of  thofe 
enagements,  I  found  they  were  fomething 
lefs  than  the  inconfiderable  fum  of  Two 
Thoufand  Pounds. 

I  then 
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I  then  told  Mr.  S ,  which  I  thought 

was  an  innocent  fraud,  that  previous  to  the 

death  of  young  Mr.   R ,    and  which 

had  happened  before  he  arrived  in  this 
country,  that  there  was  an  honorary  ac- 
count between  us,  which  had  never  been 
fettled,  and  that  in  looking  over  fome  me- 
morandums it  appeared  to  me,  1  muft  be  his 
debtor  upwards  of  Two  Thoufand  Pounds ; 
and  I  thought  if  I  could  contrive  to  can- 
cel thofe  bonds  which  threatened  Mr.  R- 
with  immediate  deftruction,  without  his 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter,  I  fhould 
be  very  happy;  and  at  the  fame  time  I  did 
not  wifh  to  appear  in  the  bufinefs,  for  fear, 
that  if  it  ever  fhould  be  difcovered  it  would 
feem  like  aiming  at  the  reputation  of  bene- 
volence, by  firft  doing  a  good  a£tion  by 
ftealth,  and  then  promulging  it  in  order  to 
acquire  luftre  to  its  celebrity  from  the  par- 
ticular: .and -delicate  manner  in  which  the  thing  \ 
had  been  done* 

There 
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There  was  fomething  in  Mr.S 's  an- 

fwer,  which  appeared  affefted.     Said  he, 
this   is  being  over  faflidious.      If  you  are 

debtor  to  the  eftate  of  Mr.  R junior, 

why  not  pay  it  without  ceremony?  But 
fcithout  giving  me  time  to  anfwerhim,  he 
continued  with  obferving,  that  he  fuppofcd 
I  wifhed  the  matter  to  be  kept  fecret,  as 
I  had  not  come  forward  earlier  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  which  he  did  not  doubt  was, adven- 
titious, as  it  was  very  likely,  that  the  do- 
cuments or  memorandums  had  been  mif- 
laid,  and  that  gentlemen  did  not  always 
wifh  to  bring  to  light  their  juvenile  indis- 
cretions :  however,  faid  he,  I  will  under- 
take it  for  you  with  the  greateft  pleafure, 
and  will  pledge  my  reputation  as  a  man  of 
honour ,  thai  your  name  Jhall  never  be  menti- 
oned in  the  bufinefs.      And  then    faid,   ftill 

periifting  to  be  heard,  as  old  Mr.  R 

was  at  that  moment  in  a  mod  perilous 
fituation,  which  he  knew,  and  that  he 
would  be  arretted  in  a  few  days,  there  was 
no  time  to  be  loft. 

I  was 
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I  was  quite  difgufted  with  this  loqua- 
city ;  but  as  I  had  broken  the  ice  I  was 
obliged  to  proceed,  though  I  wifhed  it 
had  been  managed  by  a  better  hand. 

This  man  has  the  reputation  of  pofTeflTing 
great  talents,  and  as  I  never  faw  fo  much 
of  him  before,  I  confefs  I  had  been  deceiv- 
ed by  the  general  opinion;  but  he  appears 
to  me  a  mere  fupercilious  coxcomb,  with 
all  the  pedantry  of  a  claflic,   without  the 
erudition ;  and  with  all  the  pomp  and  of- 
tentation   of  a  fine   gentleman,    he  wants  | 
fuavity  of  manners,  and  that  civility  which  j 
confifts   in  fufFering  other  people  to  have   i 
part  of  the  converlation ;  and  which  was   : 
the  more  rude,  as  the  fubject  agitated,  con-   ] 
cerned  rnyfelf  folely. 

However  I  gave  him  a  draft  upon  my 
banker,  and  left  the  bufinefs  wholly  to  his 
management,  which  he  has  fince,  proved  to 
me,  was  done,  by  affuring  me  the  bonds 
were  cancelled  and  burnt,  and  fhewing  me 
the  receipts  that  he  had  taken ;  and  which 

was 
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was  a  fuperfluous  precaution,  when  a  bond 
is  cancelled. 

You  fee,  my  dear  friend,  that  when  I  ex- 
pected the  father  of  my  late  companion 
and  friend  would  be  made  happy,  I  find  he 
is  no  more.  I  fhall  write  immediately  a 
confolatory  letter  to  Mifs  R — . 

I  begin  to  be  impatient  to  know  how 
your  amiable  fociety  goes  on,  and  whether 
or  not  your  heart  is  in  danger  from  the 
enchanting  Caroline.  Tell  her  how  much 
I  wifh  to  be  with  you  at  Pittfburg.  You 
know  you  are  never  to  omit  to  mention 
me  to  General  and  Mrs.  W . 

Farewell. 

G.  II — ray. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XVII. 

Capt.  Arl — ton  to  Mr.  II ray. 

Pittfburg,  Nov. 
My   dear   Friend, 

HOW  tranfitory  are  all  our 
joys,  and  how  vain  are  all  our  expecta- 
tions ?  How  miferable  is  that  man  whofe 
breaft  is  warm  with  the  keeneft  defire,  and 
receives  in  return,  but  cold  civility  ?  But 
how  much  more  miferable  is  your  friend, 
who  had  vainly  believed  that  Caroline  felt 
for. him  a  tender  predilection  ;  and  when  he 
was  calculating  upon  feeing  the  miftrefs 
of  his  heart  in  that  elegant  dijhabilky  when 
the  rofes  of  her  cheeks  from  confinement, 
blending  fo  with  the  lilly,  as  to  give 
that  foft  effulgence  to  her  beauty  which  is 
all  divine,  and  when  the  heaven  of  her 

eyes 
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•eyes  would  warm  into  tranfports,  feelings, 
already  ecftatic ; — then  to  receive  a  cold 
note  that  was  fcarcely  civil? — Enclofed 
I  fend  it  to  you,  that  my  eyes  may 
never  behold  the  cruel  fenience  again. 
By  heaven  it  is  too  much! — Forgive 
me  my  dear  II — ray;  but  it  is  by  laying 
open  to  you  the  wounds  which  rankle 
my  heart,  that  I  find  the, pain  in  a  degree 
mitigated. 

A  Copy  of  the  Note.. 

"  Mifs  T n  prefents  her  mod   re- 

P  fpectful  compliments  to  Capt.  Arl — ton, 
fa  and  has  the  honour  to  afTure  him,  that 
r  flie  communicated  to  Caroline  the  na- 
"  ture  of  his  vifit  this  morning,  and  fhe 
<f  is  very  forry  to  add,  that  Caroline  was 
"  much  furprized  at  fuch  familiarity  ;  and 

|*  defired  Mifs  T n,  to  inform  him, 

"  that  wThen  fhe  was  ready  to  fee  com- 
"  pany,  fhe  mould  be  glad  to  fee  Captain 
cc  Arl — ton  the  fame  as  any  other  friend. 

vol.  1.  h  "  Mr. 
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*<  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T n  defire  to  ex- 

u  prefs  their  thanks  to  Capt.  Arl — ton 
"  for  his  enquiries  concerning  Caroline's 
«  health." 

Bower  Row, 
Tuefday  Morning. 

My  mortifications  at  this  extraordinary 
rebuke  were  fuch,  that  I  was  not  out  of 
my  lodgings  untill  yefterday,  when  An- 
drew informed  me,  I  was  engaged  to  dine 
with  General  W . 

I  will  leave  you  to  guefs  what  were  my  i 
feelings,  when  I  had  fcarce  entered  the  ' 
General's  houfe,  when  the  two  Mifs  T — ns  | 

arrived,    attended    by    Dr.    K and  | 

C .     I  involuntarily  rofe  to  hand  Ca-  j 

roline  to  a  feat ;    but  as  I  thought  fhe  ap-  j 
peared  as  if  (lie  wifhed  to  avoid  me,  I  turn-  , 
ed  fhort  upon  my  heel,  not  knowing  what 
I  did,  and  told  the  General  I  had  thoughts 
of  taking  a  trip  to  Louifville  before  the 
winter  fet  in.     But  before  he  had  time  to 

make 
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make  me  any  anfwer,  Mifs  T n  won- 
dered what  had  been  the  reafon  they  had 
not  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  me  for  fome 

time  pad?  upon   which  C ,  who  you 

know  is  ever  aiming  at  pleafantry,  obferv- 
ed,  that  he  believed  the  Captain  mud  be 
in  love,  for  all  his  friends  had  the  fame 
caufe  to  wonder  ;  and  faid  he,  continuing, 
my  friend,  you  are  in  the  right,  a  trip  to 
Louifville,  doubtlefs  will  be  of  fervice  to 
you,  for  I  am  told  that  abfence  is  an  in- 
fallible cure  for  a  tender  paffion. 

This  wit  of  C — 's,  which  was  meant  as 
mere  pleafantry,  touched  me  fo  clofely 
that  I  felt  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner  the 
auk  ward  figure  I  muft  appear  in  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  company;  and  was  ridicu- 
lous enough  in  reply,  to  fay,  what  a  mif- 
fortune  it  was  to  the  world,  that  he  had 
not  lived  in  thofe  times,  and  in  thofe 
countries,  where  jefters  had  made  fuch 
confiderable  figures. — For  certainly  a  man 
fo  facetious  would  have  been  an  acquifi- 
h   2.  tion 
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tion  to  courts,  where  buffoonery  was  mif- 
taken  for  wit. 

My  folemn  tone  would  have  made  the 
whole  company  ferious;  but  C run- 
ning immediately  to  Caroline,  and  feizing 
her  hand,  and  then  placing  himfelf  in  the 
precife  attitude  in  which  I  was,  when  he 
came  fuddenly  upon  me,  at  the  time  which 
I  mentioned  Caroline  was  alarmed  at 
the  fight  of  the  Indians ;  and  affecting 
to  make  love  to  her,  then  appealed  to 
me,  to  know  if  fuch  was  not  my  manner 
when  he  furprized  me;  but  he  was  not 
fatisfied  here,  for  he  told  the  whole  ftory 
of  my  embarranrnent,  and  related  my  apo- 
logy with  fuch  irrefiftible  humour,  as  to 
throw  the  whole  company  into  a  roar  of 
laughter.  Caroline  hung  down  her  head ; 
but  I  thought  I  faw  her  bite  her  lips,  to 
prevent  her  from  tittering  out. 

This  was  altogether  too  much,  and  had 
it  not  have   been  for  the  amiable   Mrs. 
W ,  I  believe  I  fhould  have  been  ri- 
diculous 
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diculous  enough,  to  have  left  the  company 
to  have  continued  their  merriment  by  them- 
felves. 

Well  James,  faid  fhe,  I  dare  fay  this  is 
not  the  firft  time  you  have  made  love ;  and 
I  declare  I  fhould  have  thought  it  very 
extraordinary,  if  a  man  of  your  gallantry 
could  have  taken  thofe  fequeftered  walks, 
which  you  have  done  with  Mifs  Caroline, 
without  in  fome  degree  having  experi- 
enced the  influence  of  the  little  wanton 
deity,  who  always  was  the  attendant  of 
beauty.     And  continuing,  (he  faid, 

That  commerce  through  ftormy  elements  was 

blown, 
And  the  ruby  made  to  mine  in  wat'ry  zone  ;— • 
Love  florins,  &c. 

Madam,  faid  I.  Dinner  was  at  this 
*nftant  announced.  Sir,  replied  fhe, 
be  fo  good  as  to  hand  Mifs  Caroline 
to  the  dining-room.  I  then  endeavour- 
ed to  rally  my  fpirits,  and  ftepping  brifk- 
ly  to  Caroline,  I  begged  that  I  might 
h  3  be 
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be  permitted  to  have  the  honour,  Sec. 
She  gave  her  hand.  Here  I  experienced 
new  emotions.  It  was  the  fame  hand  I 
once  had  preffed  fo  tenderly ;  but  Caro- 
line was  more  lovely  than  ever.  She  was 
dreffed  in  a  plain  white  muflin  gown, — her 
light  hair  hung  in  loofe  ringlets  down  her 
back,  which  without  powder  gave  addi- 
tional luxuriance  to  her  neck,  which  was 
covered  with  a  thin  handkerchief;  but 
through  which  the  tranfparency  of  her  bo- 
fom  dilplayed  ten  thoufand  beauties.  There 
was  only  a  tinge  of  that  rofe  left  which 
formerly  had  covered  her  cheeks ;  but 
it  was  {till  fufficient  to  give  animation 
to  beauty,  and  which  contrafted  with  the 
crimfon  of  her  lips,  produced  the  molt  en- 
chanting foftnefs,  and  befpoke  a  foul  as 
gentle  as  the  dove, 

Whofe  plaintive  cooing,  renovates  defire, 
Warms  ev'ry  pulfe,  and  kindles  genial  fire, 
Which  leads  to  eefhacy  without  alloy, 
Drowns  ev'ry  fenfe  and  confummates  the  joy. 

I  made 
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I  made  feveral  attempts  to  fpeak  as  we 
were  paffing  through  the  pafTage  on  our 
way  to  the  dinning- room,  without  effecl;: 
at  length,  faid  I,  Mifs  Caroline,  I  hope  you 
have  recovered  from  the  fright  you  re- 
ceived  when  I  lad  had  the  pleafure  to  walk 
with  you.  Sir,  replied  fhe,  what  could 
have  induced  you  to  believe  that  I  was  fo 
much  flurried  at  that  trifling  affair,  as  to 
think  I  was  not  yet  recovered?  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me,  Mifs  Caroline,  faid  I, 
f6r  I  meant  only  to  make  a  civil  enquiry. 
Sir,  fhe  anfwered,  with  confiderable  viva- 
city, I  never  prefumed  that  you  meant  any 
thing  more. 

We  had  now  reached  the  dining  room, 

and  as  the  General  had  feated  Mifs  T- n 

upon  his  right,  I  handed  Caroline  towards 
the  head  of  the  table;  and  at  Mrs.  W — 's 
requefl:,  feated  myfelf  upon  her  left  hand, 
which  was  vejy  fortunate,  as  it  gave  me 
an  opportunity  to  be  very  officious  in  af. 
lifting  in  doing  the  honours  of  the  table,, 
h   d  which 
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which  was  an  excellent  cloak  for  my  em- 
barraffment,  and  a  fhield  againft  the  un- 
merciful attacks  of  C . 

I  made  a  variety  of  flourifhes  with  my 
knife  and  fork,  and  as  often  had  my  plate 
changed  ;  but  eat  not  a  morfel. 

In  this  kind  of  way  I  got  through  an 
hour  or  two;  but  the  period  was  advanc- 
ing when  I  expecled  frefli  difficulties;  for 

Mrs.  W ,   during  dinner,  had  faid  to 

me  afide,  (he  intended  we  mould  have 
a  dance  in  the  evening,  and  that  Co- 
lonel B had  beerr  fo  obliging  as  to 

promife  to  fend  the  band  of  mufic  be- 
longing to  his  regiment ;  but  begged  I 
would  not  betray  the  circumftance,  as  from 
being  unexpected,  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
the  more  agreeable. 

If  fh.e  had  known  the  ftate  of  my  mind, 
I  dare  fay  fhe  would  have  thought  her 
precaution  needlefs ;  for  I  was  too  much 
taken  up  with  the  molt  corroding  reflec- 
tions to   think  of  dancing,  mufic,  or  any 

thing 
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thing  elfe,  but  the  fate  of  my  foolifh  paf- 
fion;  which  I  found  every  moment  was 
increafing,  as  every  look  from  Caroline 
went  direclly  to  my  heart;  though  I  could 
difcover  that  they  were  cafual  glances,  and 
made  with  no  other  difference,  than  thofe 
to  any  other  perfon.  But  how  filly  is  this 
expreffion  after  the  note  I  received? 

We  were  all  about  to  retire  at  the  fame 

time,     (for  Mrs.   W 's  parties  are    fo 

compofed,  that  the  gentlemen  never  wifh 
for  amufements  feparate  from  thofe  of  the 
ladies, )  when  the  General  took  hold  of  my 
arm,  and  faid,  James  I  want  to  talk  to  you 
for  half  an  hour,  for  which  detention  I 
hope   the  ladies  will  be   fo  obliging  as   to 

forgive  me.      Mrs.  W gave   one  of 

her  complacent  nods  of  affent,  when  we 
were  left  alone. 

Though  I  lament,  faid  the  General,  that 

we  are  going  to  loofe  you,  yet  I   rejoice 

that  you  are  about  to  undertake  a  journey, 

which  I    flatter  myfelf  will  afford  you  fo 

h  5  much 
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much  pleafure;  and  which  will  only  fepa- 
rate  us  for  a  time.  But  this  joy  is  far  from 
not  being  felnfh,  for,  faid  he,  I  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  remove  to  Louifville  in 
the  fpring,  and  wifti  to  have  an  account 
of  the  country  from  a  perfon  whom  I 
can  depend  upon. — I  thanked  him  for  his 
good  opinion. 

Though  I  firft  mentioned  my  intention 
of  going  down  the  river  in  a  moment  when  I 
knew  not  what  I  faid,  I  had  already  made  up 
my  mind  to  purfue  it  without  delay,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  indifference  of  Caroline,  which 
I  found  I  could  not  fupport. 

The  plan  of  my  rout  was  fettled,  and  the 
General  was  expatiating,  in  his  ufual  way, 
upon  what  would  be  the  brilliancy  and  extent 
of  the  empire  which  is  forming  in  this  part 
of  the  wrorld ;  which  he  fafd  would  eclipfe 
the  grandeur  of  the  Roman  dominion  in 
the   zenith    of   their  glory,  when   he   was 

{lopped  fhort  by  Mrs.  W ,  who  faid, 

that  we  had  taken  an  hour  and  an  half,  and 

which 
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which  was  three   times  as  long;  as  he  had 


a 


requefted. — '1  he  General  thought  the  time 
had  been  fhort. — I  thought  it  had  been  art 


age. 


Well,  fa-id  he,  my  dear,,  taking  hold  of 
her  hand,  and  with  a  tendernefs  which  fb- 
admirably  characterizes  his  manners  to  Mrs, 

W ,  wall  you  pardon  the  tranfgreffion 

when  I  allure  you,  that  we  have  been  plan- 
ning for  the  promotion  of  your  future  fe- 
licity. It  is  always  for  me  you  know,  my 
dear,  fhe  replied  with  the  moft  charming 
vivacity ;  but  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  take 
Capt.  Arl — ton  with  me. 

During  our  flay  we  had  finimed  two- 
bottles  of  old  Madeira  and  had  begun  upora 
the  third ;  fo  that  my  fpirits  by  this  time 
wTere  not  a  little  exhilarated;  and  in  that 
fituation  I  entered  the  ball  room  witb 
more  vivacity,  than  I  had  poifeffed  during 
dinner. 

I  had  called  to  my  recolle&ion  h©w  of- 

len  the  fate  of  ftates  and  empires  had  been 

K  6  determined 
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determined  by  the  charms  of  women,  and 
how  inglorious  it  would  be,  for  me  to  aban- 
don an  enterprize,  pregnant  with  fo  many 
vifionary  and  inflated  fchemes  of  grandeur, 
for  a  foolifh  paffion,  that  had  no  recipro- 
cality ;  and  which  could  only  fubjecl:  me 
to  contempt,  and  make  me  an  obje£t  to  pro- 
mote the  merriment  of  my  acquaintances. 
With  fuch  reflections  I  entered  the  ball 
ro.om. 

Where  the  nymphs  and  the  fwainsto  the  pipe  and 
the  fong, 
While  the  mirth  moving  dance  claim'd  the  in- 
nocent kifs, 
I  faw  my  fweet  Caroline  join  in  the  throng, 

Like  a  feraphjuft  flown  from  the  regions  of  blifs. 

The  graces  had  lavifhed  their  pow'rs  on  her  form, 
Not  Hebe  furpafs'd  her,  the  goddefs  of  youth: — 

Ker  fmiles  might  the  bread  of  Decrepitude  warm, 
As  her  toe  tobrifk  timebeat  the  meafures  of  truth. 

But  her  eyes,  ah !  her  eyes — recollection  forbear  ; 
There  a  band  of  foft  Loves  their  fharp  arrows 
let  fly  ; 
Not  a  fwain  caught  a  glance  from  my  delicate  fair, 
But  languishing  fell  like  a  lover  to  die. 

Fell 
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Fell  Difcord  ne'er  dealt  her  an  atom  of  ftrife, 
Jove  gave  her  a  charm  to  fubdue  even  care, — ■ 

With  fuch  worth  I  would  finifh  the  thread  of  my 
life, 
For  the  reft  muft  be  heav'n  were  Caroline  there. 

In  that  intoxicated  fituation,  and  with 
fuch  artifical  fpirit,  I  danced  alternately 
with  different  ladies,  and,  thus  by  affecting 
an  air  of  indifference,  and  with  the  hilarity 
of  the  company  at  fupper,  I  retired  with  the 
idea,  that  the  whole  party  muft  be  con- 
vinced the  affair  with  Caroline,  was  the 
mere  effect  of  gallantry,  and  not  what  is 
termed  a  love  fit;  and  in  this  opinion  I  re- 
tired with  confiderable  compofure. 

O  my  friend  1  what  were  my  reflections 
this  morning?  How  much  did  I  reprobate 
a  conduct  fo  difmgenuous  ?  How  much  did 
I  repent  that  a  hafty  and  unguarded  ex- 
preflion  mould  exile  me  from  all  that  my 
foul  holds  dear  ?  But  the  mandate  is  figned, 
and  I  muft  obey. — All  my  fond  wifhes  are 
withered  for  ever — I  am  going  to  traverfe 

regions 
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regions  which  are  almoft  unknown,  and 
hope  in  my  folitary  wretchednefs  to  forget 
the  object,  of  my  mifery — but  that  is  im- 
poffible — I  fhall  wait  your  arrival  at  Louif- 
ville,  and  will  then  attend  you  to  the  Illi- 
nois—my baggage  and  horfes  are  embarked. 
Farewell  my  friend.  That  the  God  of  love 
may  be  more  propitious  to  you,  is  the  wifh 
of  your' s  fincerely, 

J.  ARL TON. 

P.  S.  I  fee  from  my  window  that  the 
boat  I  embark  on  board  is  under  way,  I 
mail  follow  in  a  barge,  and  in  all  probabi- 
lity in  feven  days  I  fhall  be  feven  hundred, 
miles  didant  from  the  lovely  Caroline. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XVIII. 
Caroline  T n  to  Mrs.  F- 


Pittfburg,  Dec. 

AS  heroes  have  their  defects,  and 
as  a  celebrated  philofopher  has  faid,  that 
the  great  Prince  de  Conde  "with  the  mod 
."  brilliant  \yit  in  the  world,  did  not  enter 
y  enough  into  particulars,  nor  weigh  things 
"  together  j* '  I  flatter  my-felf  that  my  dear 
Eliza  will  not  wonder  when  I  inform  her, 
how  much  my  credulous  and  filly  heart  was 
impofed  upon  by  the  profeffions  or  gallan- 
try of  Capt.  Arl — ton;  for  his  fubfequent 
conduct,  has  proved  that  it  was  nothing 
more. 

For  when  I  felt  the  moft  lively  expec- 
tations of  feeing  him,  and  after  he  had  fo- 
licited,    feemingly,  with  the  greateft    ear- 

neftheis 
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neftnefs  for  fuch  an  indulgence,  what  was 
my  aftonifhment,  when  for  three  days  I  faw 
no  more  of  him  untill  we  accidentally  hap- 
pened to  meet  at  a  dinner  of  Mrs.  W ' 

where  he  behaved  with  the  greateft  indiffe- 
rence, and  indeed,  feemed  rather  con- 
founded for  having  faid  fo  much  as  I  re- 
peated in  my  laft  ? 

But  judge  what  were  my  emotions,  when 

I  heard  him  fay    to  General   W ,   he 

intended  to  take  a  trip  to  Louifville  before 
the  winter  fet  in — a  journey  I  never  knew 
he  had  in  profpect. 

Whether  his  friend  who  attended  us  on 
that  day,  heard  what  he  faid  to  me  and 
laughed  at  his  folly,  or  not,  I  cannot 
pofitively  fay;  but  it  is  certain,  that  previ- 
ous to  dinner  at  Mrs.  W 's, he  appeared 

to  be  very  much  hurt  at  his  friend's  raillery, 
and  which  gave  me  the  moft  exquifite  pain, 
as  I  then  ftill  believed  his  fenfibility  was 
too  much  concerned  to  have  it  made  a  jeft 
of;  but  at    which,  every  perfon  prefent, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  W excepted,  laughed  mod  im- 
moderately, while  his  humorous  companion 
was  holding  my  hand,  and  mimicing  his 
ardour ; — this  was  the  more  torturing  to 
me,  as  I  abhor  buffoonery  of  every  fort, 
and  at  that  moment  it  gave  me  fuch 
indignant  anguifh,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty I  could  keep  from  forcing  my  hand 
away,  and  which  nothing  but  delicacy  could 
have  prevented. 

.  He  remained  with  the  General  after  din- 
ner, and  did  not  join  a  little  dance  that  Mrs. 
W had,  moil  unexpectedly  to  me,  pre- 
pared, for  nearly  two  hours  after  we  had 
left  the  dining  room,  when  I  was  told  by 
the  General,  by  way  of  apology  for  being 
fo  long  abfent,  and  which  he  lamented, 
that  it  was  occafioned  by  fettling  the  plan 
of  Capt.  Arl — ton's  journey,  who  would 
fet  out  the  next  day  for  Louiiville. 

O  my  dear  Eliza !  this  was  too  much  for 
your  Caroline.  The  General  faw  that  I 
was  pale,  when  he  with  that  eleganee  tha< 

anticipates 
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anticipates  our  diftrefles,  conducted  me  to 
Mrs.  W 's  apartment,  where  I  was  af- 
terwards informed,  I   fainted.     But    as    I 

found  Mrs.  W when  I  recovered,  who 

told  me  the  General  had  attributed  my  ill- 
nefs  to  dancing  in  the  weak  ftate  I  appeared 
to  be  in,  occafioned  by  my  late  confine- 
ment; and  infifted  upon  my  not  fatiguing 
myfelf  any  more;  it  proved  to  me,  he 
had  not  difcovered  the  real  caufe  of  my 
indifpofition,  as  I  atfirft  had  apprehended. 
When  I  returned  to  the  party  Capt. 
Arl — ton  was  dancing  with  Mary,  and  ap- 
peared to  poffefs  the  mod  animated  fpirits ; 
for  after  they  had  paded  to  the  bottom  of 
the  dance,  and  Mary  was  feated,  he  flirted 
with  feveral  of  the  ladies  with  all  the  gaiety 
of  a  man  of  fafhion. — In  fhort,  he  feemed 
to  be  perfectly  at  his  eafe,  and  only  format 
to  me ;  for  when  he  afked  me  to  dance, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  do  out  of  politenefs,  _ 
it  was,  "Mifs  Caroline  will  you  do  me  the  ' 

honour^ 
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honour,"  &c?  and  when  I  told  him  I  felt 
mvfelf  fatigued,  and  begged  he  would  ex- 
cufe  me,  he  replied  with  great  brifknefs, 
by  all  means,  Madam,  for  he  did  not  doubt 
it,  as  I  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  exer- 
eife ;  which  you  know,  my  dear  Eliza,  was 
the  very  reverfe ;  and  was  the  more  cruel, 
as  it  brought  frefh  to  my  recollection  the 
pleafure  I  had  experienced  when  travelling 
over  the  rugged  Appalachean  mountains. 

Heavens,  faid  I  to  mvfelf!  can  there  be 
any  thing  in  nature  fo  barbarous  as  to  tan- 
talize the  feelings  of  fenfibility;  and  from 
a  man  who  was  all  gentlenefs  when  I  treat- 
ed him  with  deference  only;  and  who  has 
now  become  the  very  reverfe  when  I  have 
betrayed  figns  of  my  fondnefs?  but,  faid  I, 
pride,  the  antidote  of  all  human  forrow, 
willftandmy  friend  and  be  my  auxiliary — ■ 
come  then  to  my  aid  thou. charming  part- 
ner of  my  moil  feniible  mortifications,  and 
let  poor  Caroline  reft  in  thy  friendly  bofom, 
for  ffie  has    no  proteclor  or    council  but 

thee 


164  THE     EMIGRANTS. 

thee — my  heart  overflowed,  I  was  again  i 
obliged  to  retire,  where  I  remained  in  the  | 
mod  agonizing  forrow  untill  the  company 
fat  down  to  fupper;  for  fo  infenfible  was 
Mary,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  per- 
fuade  her  to  permit  me  to  leave  the  com- 
pany and  go  home.  She  remonftrated,  and 
faid,  that  it  would  look  like  affectation,  and 
moreover  it  would  be  treating  Mrs.  W — 
with  difrefpecl:,  who  had  given  the  ruelle 
in  honour  to  us. 

You  know,  my  dear  Eliza,  that  Mary 
never  was  remarkable  for  her  generofity; 
but  lately  there  has  appeared  fo  much  dif- 
truft  and  caprice  in  her  conduft  towards  me, 
that  I  have  every  caufe  to  make  me  mife- 
rable,  and  not  one  to  make  me  happy; 
but  the  perfuafion  when  you,  my  charming 
filter,  know  of  your  Caroline's  fufferings, 
will  Hied  a  tear  of  fympathy  as  you  read 
over  thefe  pages,  which  are  made  quite 
wet  with  the  profufion  of  mine. 

Even 
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Even  my  walks  I  apprehend  would  no 
longer  appear  to  have  charms,  fince  I  have 
loft  the  companion  of  my  journey,  and  the 
guide  to  my  rambling  excurfions.  But  he 
is  gone! — and  the fombre  heaven  fhuts  out 
from  me  every  ray  of  comfort. 

When  ruthlefs  froft  with  unrelenting  hand, 
In  icy  fetters  binds  the  mourning  land, 
Seals  up  the  murmuring  river  at  its  fource,— 
And  marks  with  fadnefs  all  its  winding  courfe: 

o 

Kind    heav'n    indulge    me    with,  one  generous 

friend, 
The  choiceft  boon,  that  heav'n  itfelf  can  lend  ; 
Thefocial  virtues  ofwhofe  kindred  heart 
Can  banifh  gloom,  and  cheerfulnefs  impart  ;— 
Expand  the  foul,  reanimate  the  frame, 
And  give  celeftial  blifs  to  mortals  name. 

I  then  think,  Eliza,  I  could  unbofom  my 
heart,  and  experience  from  the  charms  of 
converfation  and  free  intercourfe,  fome 
confolation  and  relief  to  my  wretched- 
nefs. 

Mrs, 
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Mrs.  W/i is  the  mod  amiable  crea- 
ture alive;  but  fhe  has  already  formed  her 
attachments,  and  her  heart  is  compleatly 
occupied  by  the  General  and  a  Mifs  R- 
who  lives  near  Philiadelphia,  and  who 
flie  tells  me,  it  is  moft  likely  will  be- 
come an  addition  to  our  fociety  at  this 
place. 

However  ridiculous  it  may  appear  to 
you,  it  is  true,  Eliza,  that  I  am  calcu- 
lating very  much  upon  the  pleafure  I  mail 
receive  from  the  fociety  of  the  old  man  I 
mentioned  to  have  met  on  the  mountain ; 
and  who  I  have  been  informed  this  morn- 
ing by  a  young  man  who  was  with  him  atj 
that  time,  has  returned,  and  fent  word  to 
me,  by  him,  that  he  would  be  at  Pittfburg; 
as  early  as  the  fatigue  of  his  journey  would, 
permit. 

Such,  my  dear  Mer,  have  been  the  rapid 
changes  of  my  fortune  in  the  perilous  field 
of  fentiment  and  love;  and  as  I  would 
not   fuffer   you  to  remain  ignorant  of  a 

circumftance, 
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circ  urn  (lance,  that  concerned  your  Caro- 
line, I  embraced  this  opportunity  to  in- 
foim  you  of  the  whole. 

I  begin  to  think  it  time  I  had  heard 
from  you, — though  I  know  the  diftance  is 
fo  great  between  us,  as  to  forbid  my  being 
too  fanguine  in  a  matter  that  muft  always 
give  me  the  mofl  lively  pleafure;  and  fhould 
I  be  fo  fortunate,  and  you  promife  frill 
to  love  me,  I  will  then  recover  my  fpirits. 

I  write  this  unknown  to  the  family,  who 
are  all  well,  and  who  only  wait  for  George's 
return  to  take  porTeffion  of  the  farm,  after 
having  complied  with  Mrs.  W 's  im- 
portunities, to  permit  me  to  remain  with 
her  at  this  place  during  the  winter;  which 
I  confefs,  though  it  once  had  fo  many 
beauties,  no  longer  affords  me  pleafure; 
for  I  am  conftantiy  mortified  with  the  pro- 
jecting headland,  that  obftructs  my  view 
down  the  river. 

God  blefs  you,  Eliza. 

Caroline. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XIX. 

Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  Mrs.  F . 

Pittlburg,  Dec. 
My  dear  Sister, 

I  HAVE  juft  time  to  inform 
you  of  a  circumftance-  of  the  mod  extra- 
ordinary kind.  The  old  man  came  ac- 
cording to  his  promife — and  the  moment 
he  recognized  my  mother,  who  was 
fitting  at  the  fire  fide,  he  exclaimed,  and  i 
is  it  poffible!  fhe  trembled — there  was 
fomething  in  his  voice  that  was  familiar 
to  her,  but  which  fhe  had  not  fufficient 
recollection  to  know.  I  entered  the  room 
at  that  moment,  for  he  had  enquired  forme 
at  the  door — Madam,  faid  he,  behold  your 
brother — yes  !  my  dear  fifter,  the- uncle  who 
we  have  long  believed  was  no  more,  and 

who 
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who  it  was  laid  had  fallen  a  viclim  to  his 
indifc  ret  ions,  dill  lives,  and  is  the  fame 
open  and  ingenuous  hearted  man  as  he 
has  always  been  reprefented. 

He  embraced  my  mother,  and  told  her 
that  no  pall  feuds  mould  be  related  by  him, 
for  he  had  buried  in  oblivion  a  recol- 
leclion  of  thofe  perfonal  injuries,  which 
once  had  caufed  him  fo  much  uneafinefs. 
- — He  then  embraced  me,  and  afked  if  he 
might  be  permitted  to  adopt  me  for  his 
daughter. — My  mother  appeared  as  if  fhe 
was  in  a  dream,  and  while  he  firft  preft  me 
to  his  b  re  aft,  and  bathed  my  cheeks  with 
his  tears,  I  felt  all  the  joy  which  a  long 
abfence  of  two  friends  infpires  when  they 
fuddenly  meet.  My  mother's  aftonifh- 
ment  caufed  her  to  continue  filent,  untill 
her  fennbility,  like  Niobe,  appeared  to  have 
formed  her  into  a  ftatue. 

Strange  events,  faid  our  dear  uncle,  at 
the  fame  time  feating  me  by  his  fide,  and 
taking  me  by  the  hand,  chequer  the  path 

vol.  i.  1  of 
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of  this  life;  but  this  meeting  is  too  unex- 
pected for  me  to  inquire  into  the  particu- 
lars which  were  the  caufe  of  bringing  you 
to  this  wild  country.  However,  continued 
he,  my  dear  girl,  the  pleafure  I  have  in 
meeting  you  is  considerably  lelfened,  by 
knowing  that  misfortunes  alone  could  have 
been  the  caufe  of  your  migration  to  this 
new  world. 

My  father  now  entered  the  room,  and 
as  Mary  had  been  informed  of  the  ftrange 
recognition,  flie  came  down  from  her  a- 
partment,  and  here  my  dear  filler,  I  muft 
leave  you  to  judge  what  were  the  fenfa- 
tions  of  the  whole  party.  They  are  eafier 
to  be  conceived  than  to  be  tranfcribed 
—  I  mall  only  fay,  that  he  remained 
with  us  for  feveral  days,  and  has  promifed 
to  furnim  me  with  the  whole  of  the  parti- 
culars    reflecting    the    affair   with    Lady 

JB. ;   for   which  you  know,    he    has. 

been  fo  feverely  cenfured,  and  which  as 
foon  as  I  am  made  acquainted  with,  I  will 

tranfmit  you. 

I  no^ 
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I  now  defpair  of  having  my  anxiety  re- 
moved by  hearing  from  you  before  the 
fpring,  for  the  winter  winds  now  howl 
abroad,  and  the  bear  in  caverns  fiieltered, 
neglects  to  feed. 

Not  a  bird  is  heard  but  the  whittling  quail; 
Nor  fquirrel  feen  to  fport  his  brufliy  tail, 

You  know,  my  Eliza,  that  the  bear  is 
a  torpid  animal  which  deeps  throughout 
the  winter  feafon;  but  I  do  not  know, 
whether  you  are  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  natural  hifiory  of  this  country,  as  to 
know  that  the  fquirrels  ofAmerica,  of  which 
there  are  feveral  forts,  are  much  larger 
than  thofe  of  Europe,  and  that  they  have 
mofl  beautiful  tails,  that  wave  over  their 
backs  in  a  moll  meretricious  manner,  as 
they  leap  from  branch  to  branch  in  the 
forefls,  induilrioufiy  collecting  nuts  for 
their  winter's  provender,  which  is  carefully 
laid  up  in  the  hollow  part  of  fome  tree, 
i   2  where 
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where  they  retire  upon  the  approach  of 
cold. 

The  quail  is  entirely  different  from  thofe 
of  Europe.  In  fize  they  are  fomething 
larger  than  a  dove,  and  their  plumage  very 
much  like  the  Englifh  patridge,  from  which 
circumftance  they  are  called  by  many  peo- 
ple in  America  patridge;  but  I  mould 
fuppofe  they  cannot  be  of  that  fpecies, 
as  they  migrate,  and  are  birds  of  paffage ; 
and  what  is  more  remarkable,  they  are 
in  a  degree  domeflic,  for  our  long  loft 
uncle  informs  me,  when  this  country  was 
firft  fettled,  not  a  quail  was  to  be  teen ; 
but  as  it  became  inhabited,  they  croffed 
the  mountain,  and  are  now  in  the  greateft 
plenty. 

They  refort  farm  yards,  and  all  places 
where  they  can  find  grain  of  any  fort; 
and  when  all  other  birds  keep  clofe  within 
caverns,  you  hear  their  melancholy  whif- 
tle  in  every  part  of  the  groves  and  or- 
chards ;  for  nothing  but  bad  weather  pre- 
vents 
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vents  their  being  abroad,  wi>en  they  take 
fhelter  in  fonie  thicket,  and  affectionately 
huddle  fo  clofe  together,  that  the  inhu- 
man and  unfportmanlike  fowler,  will  at  a 
fmgle  mot  deftroy  a  whole  brood  of  them  ; 
which  always  continue  together  until  their 
feafon  of  love  commences,  when  they  fe- 
parate  in  pairs,  and  every  incubation  pro- 
duces a  new  and  diftinft  family. 

One  thing  I  have  not  been  able  to  re- 
concile, which  is,  as  they  are  aborigi- 
nal to  this  continent,  and  are  now 
found  only  in  cultivated  countries,  how 
they  exified  when  America  was  altogether 
a  wild. 

You  fee,  my  charming  fifter,  that  I 
have  been  getting  on  at  a  moft  rapid 
rate;  but  I  know  you  will  forgive  the 
prefumption  of  my  touching  upon  Ob- 
jects, which  mould  be  left  to  the  fub- 
lime  Buffon,  or  the  more  accurate  Pen- 
nant. 

i  3  However, 
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However,  J  do  not  know,  why  a  per- 
ion  fhould  remain  ignorant  of  a  fubjecl 
that  affords  fo  much  matter  for  admira- 
tion? and  if  the  education  of  women  have 
generally  been  fo  injudicious,  as  to  pre- 
vent their  extending  their  underftanding 
beyond  the  common  limits  that  cufhom 
has -prescribed,  doubtlefs  it  has  been  the 
material  caufe,  why  illiberal  men  have  efti- 
mated  our  talents  at  fo  cheap  a  rate. 
For  while  we  have  been  taught  to  talk  of 
drefs  and  the  things  of  the  day,  and  which 
have  conftituted  the  extent  of  our  col- 
loquial charms,  few  women  have  had 
flrength  of  mind  equal  to  burft  the  bands 
of  prejudice,  and  foaring  into  the  regions 
of  fcience  and  nature,  have  fhewn  that 
comprehenfion  of  mind  which  gives  a 
isSie  and  dignity  to  the  human  under- 
ftanding. 

You  mud  not  think  this  a  fhort  letter 
for  the  diftance  between  us,  when  I  aflure 
you  that  I  am  hurried  for  time. 

Tell 
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Tell  our  friends  that  I  often  reflect, 
upon  our  pad  pleafures,  and  affure  Mr. 
F. of  our  refpect.  and  efteem. 

I  am  your  affectionate  filler, 

Caroline. 


j  4  LET- 
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LETTER  XX. 

P.  P >Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T wm 

Laurel-mount,  Jaru 
My  Dear  Girl, 

I  Shall  not  repeat  the  joy- 
cur  unexpe&ed  meeting  gave  me;  but  I 
beg  leaye  to  add,  that  finding  a  niece  in 
this  remote  part  of  the  world,  in  an  image 
fo  fair,  has  heightened  that  felicity  I 
thought  at  the  time  was  fupreme.  But 
we  can  only  judge  by  comparifon,  and 
feel  according  to  the  tone  or  elafticity  of 
the  nervous  fyftem.  And  it  is  thus,  my 
charming  Caroline,  while  the  youth  and 
vigour  of  your  constitution,  which  will 
make  you  experience  the  moll,  exquifite 
pains  and  pleafure,  I  have  arrived  at  that 

period 
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period  of  life,  when  the  animal  fpirits  are 
more  tranquilized.  However,  I  am  ftill 
fenfibly  alive  to  every  thing  in  which  you 
can  have  an  intereft  —  I  participate  in 
the  forrows,  the  derelictions  you  have 
been  compelled  to  make,  caufed  you; 
and  which  at  prefent  feem  to  agonize  a 
frame,  that  like  the  afpin,  is  tremblingly 
alive  to  every  breath ;  and  which  wants 
the  balm  of  confolation,  to  prevent  its 
tender  heart  from  receiving  a  dangerous 
mortification. 

I  have  watched  your  emotions  with  an 
eye  long  accuftomed  to  the  world,  and  I 
know  that  you  will  forgive  me,  if  I  fay,  I 
have  feen  the  contending  paflions  of  pride 
and  love,  agitate  your  tender  bofom,  like 
a  rude  northern  wind  oppofed  to  fome 
limpid  dream,  which  ruffles  its  gentle  cur- 
rent, when  it  feems  to  wifh,  to  pay  its  tri- 
bute to  nature. 

Stoicifm  is  a  virtue  only  in  the  eftima- 

tion  of  fools — it  is  a   contemptible  philo- 

i  5  ibphy, 
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fophy,  becaufe  it  never  was  pra&ifed  but 
by  men  without  fenfibility,  or  when  they 
have  been  hardened  by  vice — becaufe  it 
aims  at  the  deftru&ion  of  focial  pleafures, 
and  becaufe  it  faps  every  rational  fenti- 
rnent,  by  facrifking  real  for  imaginary 
good. 

But  why  mould  I  prepofteroufly  talk  of 
philofophy  to  youth  and  beauty,  which 
eagerly  pants  for  the  acquiiition  of  joys 
flowing  from  the  current  of  nature? 

It  is  from  the  folace  of  friendmip  that 
we  nrix  receive  an  alleviation  to  thofe 
pains,  which  the  fenfible  and  virtuous 
heart  finds  from  the  lo (Tes  to  which  it  is 
fubjecl:.  Our  paffions  are  not  unlike  the 
element  in  which  we  live,  deviable  ;  and 
though  governed  by  fprings  that  move  the 
whole  creation,  they  appear  capricious. 
It  is  right  they  fhould  be  fo;  otherwife  our 
lives  would  be  full  of  famenefs  and  gloom. 
Recollect  that  mirth  and  cheerfulnefs  were 

tire 
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the  peculiar  attributes  of  Venus.      Milton 
has  faid  in  a  pleafant  ftrain, 

«'  Come  thou  God defs  fair  and  free 
In  heaven  y'clep'd  Euphrofyne, 
And  by  men  heart-eafing  mirth, 
Whom  lovely  Venus  at  a  birth, 
With  two  hfter  graces  more 
To  ivy-crowned  Bacchus  bore. 
Hafte  thee,  nymph,  and  bring  with  thee 
Jed  and  youthful  Jollity." 

I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  be  cheerful 
when  the  heart  is  ill  at  eafe,  but  as  you 
have  taken  fo  much  intereil  in  my  hiftory 
as  to  requefl  that  I  will  communicate  to 
you,  from  time  to  time,  the  circumftances 
of  my  life  fince  I  abandoned  my  friends, 
or  if  you  will  forgive  me,  rather  fince  my 
friends  abandoned  me,  I  muft  deprecate 
the  continuance  of  that  latent  melancholy 
in  you,  which  embitters  my  every  blifs; 
for  it  would  be  the  height  of  apathy  on  my 
part  to  proceed  in  a  narration  that  con- 
1  6  cerns 
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cerns  myfelf,  untill  I  had  firft  removed  the 
fadnefs  from  youxbofom. 

If  you  will  add  to  the  ties  which  already 
connect  us,  thofe  of  friendftijp,  you  will 
impofe  upon  me  an  obligation,  that  fhall 
be  the  pride  of  my  life  to  fupport  with 
honour. 

I  am  growing  old  it  is  true,  but  I  would 
ftill  be  alert  in  the  vfervice  of  my  friend. 
The  ties  of  confanguinity  have  their  influ- 
ence; but  there  is  fomethingtoo  interefting 
in  you/  my  dear  girl,  not  to  influence  a 
man  of  feeling  at  firft  fight ;.  and  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  the  mod  callous,  with 
Indifference  to  behold  the  tear  of  fympathy- 
beam  in  thofe  eyes  which  are  as  brilliant  as 
that  torch  which  led  to  the  illumination  of 
the  Grecian  world  in  the  deftru&ion  of 
Troy. 

In  the  ftruggles  which  beauty  makes  for 
the  prefervation  of  its  virtue,  that  celeftial 
gem  which  adds  a  mild  luftre  to  feminine 
charms,  how  ineffable  are  the  tranfports  of 

a  manly 
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a  manly  heart  when  it  recognizes  fuch  a 
divinity  of  foul  ?  How  effectually  does  it 
arreft  the  confideration  of  every  brave  and 
generous  man  ?  and  if  there  have  been 
cowards  or  bafe  betrayers,  who  have  ravifh- 
ed  from  it  that  ineftimable  gift ;  what  an 
odium  has  it  placed  upon  our  generofity, 
for  fuffering  fuch  paltroons  to  triumph  in 
the  fpoils  of  innocence,  and  vainly  boaft 
of  die  blackeft  villainy  with  impunity? 

Tell  me  all,  my  charming  Caroline,  for 
I  am  ftill  ftrong  in  the  feelings  of  honour; 
and  if  aught  has  been  offered  to  you  which 
is  incompatible  with  your  delicacy  or  fen- 
timents,  my  feeble  arm  fhall  chaftife  the 
wretch  who  has  dared  to  fufpe6l  the  ho- 
nour of  an  infulated  and  lonely  orphan. — 
I  mud  again  deprecate  your  forgivenefs — 
I  cannot  difguife  my  feelings,  though  I 
know  they  formerly  laid  the  foundation  of 
my  ruin. — I  am  obliged  to  confider  your 
family  as  cyphers, 

If 
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If  you  will  deal  candidly  with  me,  and 
judging  by  the  benignity  of  your  counte- 
nance, I  know  you  are  incapable  of  doing 
otherwife,  you  will  ever  find  me  confident. 
Pardon  this  egotifin — my  age  and  expe- 
rience intities  me  to  the  privilege  of  being 
frank  and  open. 

I  fend  this  by  my  mountain  companion, 
who  always  feems  delighted  with  the  thoughts 
of  feeing  you  ;  and  as  I  know  your  good- 
nefs  I  mention  it,  for  fear  you  might  un- 
intentionally put  it  out  of  his  power. 

It  has  ever  been  an  obfervation  of  mine 
that  much  appropriate  pleafure  has  been 
abridged  by  the  forms  and  cuftoms  of  the 
world ;  and  how  very  unfeeling  is  it  in  thofe 
people  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  give 
others  pleafure  without  any  trouble  to 
themfelves,  but  will  not  do  it,  under  that 
felfifh  idea,  that  there  is  no  reciprocality ; 
though  I  fhould  fuppofe  that  genuine  bene- 
volence always  found  a  pleafure  in  making 
others  happy. 

However, 
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However,  I  believe,  my  dear  girl,  that 
a  fine  woman  never  was  accufed  of  depriv- 
ing men  of  the  pleafure  of  gazing  at  her 
beauty,  let  them  be  ever  fo  uncouth  or  un- 
intereiting. — This  indulgence,  I  know,  has 
been  generally  attributed  to  vanity ;  but  I 
confefs  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  the  female  heart,  or  at  lead  01 
your's,  my  dear,  not  to  attribute  fuch  in- 
dulgences to  more  generous  motives. 

I  (hall  be  impatient  untill  I  hear  from 
you. 

Believe  me  to  be, 

Affectionately  your's,  &c, 

P.  P r 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXL 
Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  P.  P.  Efq. 

Pittfburg,  Jan. 
My   dear   Friend, 

THE  manner  in  which  you  de- 
mand my  confidence  is  fuch,  as  to  draw 
from  me  the  moll  candid  declarations;  and 
while  I  admire  your  fentiments  as  a  gen- 
tleman, permit  me  to  reprobate  the  caufe 
of  your  misfortunes. 

If  Telemachus  wanted  a  Mentor  to  con- 
duel  him  with  fafety  through  the  perilous 
fearch  for  his  father  Ulyffes,  how  much 
more  is  a  friend  and  guardian  neceffary  to 
me  in  my  prefent  fituation  ?  And  as  you 
have  in  the  mofl  ingenuous  way,  proferred 
your  council  and  iupport,  I  fhall  only  tell 

you 
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you  how  very  much  1  confider  myfelf  for- 
tunate, in  an  event  that  affords  me  the 
greateft  confolation. 

I  acquainted  you  with  every  particular 
re fpe cling  the  family  fince  you  left  them, 
and  if  I  omitted  taking  any  notice  of  the 
material  caufe  of  the  emotions  you  ob- 
ferved  agitated  my  heart,  it  was  not  from 
any  difrefpecl  to  you  ;  but  it  was  the  effect 
of  that  modefty,  which  is  not  the  lead  or- 
nament of  our  fex,  and  of  which,  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  a  delicate  mind  to  diveft  it- 
felf. 

While  education  has  continued  to  fetter 
the  human  mind,  untimely  attachments  on 
the  part  of  women  have  been  confidered  as 
criminal  ■;  and  while  we  have  been  obliged 
to  fecrete  our  feelings  from  thofe  who  ought 
to  have  been  our  confolers  and  friends, 
we  have  been  compelled  in  many  inftances, 
to  fearch  for  relief  from  fources,  that  have 
led  to  our  difgrace  or  deftruction;  and  thus 

has 
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has  flown  great  part   of  our  juvenile-mi*- 

I  had  experienced  in  the  converfatioa 
and  company  of  Capt.  Arl — ton,  the  mod 
animated  pleafure,  and  while  I  had  fondly 
liftened  to  his  gentle  folicitude  for  my  com- 
fort and  happinefs   in  travelling    to    this 
country,  my  heart  was  fenfibly  touched  with 
that  tendernefs  for  him,  which  his  manly 
behaviour  had  juftly  infpired  ;  and  when  I 
heard  the  declaration  of  his  attachment  for 
me,  which  he  made,  and  which  was  like 
the  fweet  mufic  of  heaven,   I  believed  his 
foul  was  beating  with  the  fame  transports, 
and.  in  unifon  with  mine.^^-*^  ^^>^-^ 
Something  has  intervened  I  apprehend, 
that  made  it  neceiTary  he  mould  not  repeat 
any  thing  upon  the  fubject;  for  it  is  mod 
likely,    under    the   exifting    circumftances 
that  governed  his  conduct,  and  to  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  attend,   it  would   have 
been  incompatible  with  his  honour,  and  the 

object 


THE    EMIGRANTS.  l8/ 

object  of  his  noble  purfuits  j — for  I  have 
underitood,    from    a    ca-fual  converfation 

with  General  W ,  that  his  objecl  of 

of  vifiting  Louifiana  is  of  the  mod  pa- 
triotic kind. 

His  fudden  departure  from  this  place 
gave  me  the  mod  poignant  chagrin,  and 
nothing  but  a  previous,  and  which  was  a 
feigned  indifpofition,  could  have  prevent- 
ed me  from  having  difcovered  the  real 
fituation  of  my  heart. 

It  is  thus  by  candidly  laying  open 
to  you  the  wounds  my  fenfibility  has  ex- 
perienced, I  expect,  to  diffipate  fenfations 
the  moft  painful,  and  to  confign  to  obli- 
vion the  recollection  of  a  period  the 
moft  delightful  that  my  imagination  can 
paint;  though  it  was  at  a  time,  that  pro- 
mifed  me  nothing  but  fatigue  and  mi- 
fery. 

Since  you  very  facetioufly  concluded 
your  letter  with  a  compliment  to  the  fe- 
male heart,  let  me  allure  you,  that  I  think 

it 
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it  beft  not  to  examine  too  nicely  into 
the  motives  which  prompt  us  to  ads  of 
kindnefs;  for,  whether  it  proceeds  from 
vanity  or  benevolence  is  of  no  confe- 
quence,  while  the  effect  is  precifely  the 
fame. 

Will  you  give  me  leave  alfo  to  afk, 
fince  you  began  this  fort  of  pleafantry, 
and  which  I  think  will  not  be  mat-apro- 
pos s  what  moral  the  good  archbifhop  of 
Cambray  meant  mould  be  drawn  from  his 
reprefenting  Mentor,  as  fo  very  watchful 
over  the  emotions  of  Telemachus,  when 
Calypfo  discovered  her  tender  anxietyr 
from  the  fears  fhe  had  of  his  intended  de- 
parture ? 

Is  it  that  love  is  incompatible  with  pa- 
triotifm  or  glory  ? — or  was  it  that  the  al- 
lurements of  artful  women  are  dangerous 
to  inexperienced  youth,  and  that  they  can- 
not too  cautioufly  avoid  the  fnares  which 
are  continually  laid  for  them? 

Thomfori 
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Thorn fon  has  faid, 
<s  And  let  the  afpiring  youth  beware  of  love." 

Now  there  appears  fomething  fo  repugnant 
to  nature  in  this  idea,  that  I  confefs  from 
deference  to  fo  great  a  man,  I  am  willing 
to  attribute  fuch  an  apparent  inconfiflency 
to  my  own  dullnefs,  in  not  having  a  jult 
comprehenfion  of  his  ideas. 

If  you  will  not  think  me  too  philofophi- 
cally  inclined,  I  will  juft  venture  to  pro- 
mulge  my  opinion  of  the  matter,  or  rather 
will  analyze  the  fubjeft. 

Patriotifm  is  fuppofed  to  be,  or  is  called 
the  love  of  your  country,  and  the  love  of 
glory  it  is  faid  emanates  from  heroifm. 
Now  it  is  impoffible  for  a  man  to  love  his 
country  who  is  incapable  of  loving  a  wo- 
man : — and  as  tendernefs  is  the  concomi- 
tant of  bravery,  it  fecms,  as  if  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  a  brave  man  to  avoid  being 
in  love.     And  as  genuine  love  is  nearly 

allied 
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allied — indeed  is  infeparable  from  honour; 
it  alfo  appears  that  a  man  cannot  deferve 
celebrity  for  patriotifm  or  courage,  who 
never  had  an  attachment  for  a  woman. 

You  mull  forgive  this  rhapfody  of  ideas, 
and  proceed  with  your  hiftory  as  you  pro- 
mifed,  as  I  now  have  complied  with  your 
requeft;  and  give  me  leave  to  affure  you, 
my  honoured  friend,  how  much  I  am  gra- 
tified in  the  pleafure  of  your  correfpon- 
dence.     Farewell. 

I  am  affectionately  your's,  &c. 

Caroline. 


LET. 
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LETTER  XXII. 
P.  P.  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T n. 

Laurel -mount,  Jan. 
My  Dear  Girl, 

LOVE^is  not  incompatible  with 
patriot  ifrn^  or  glory,  nor  was  there  ever  a 
brave  or  virtuous  man  who  was  notattach- 
-€cTto  women. 
TEe  conftruelion  you  have  put  upon 
the  opinion  of  the  ingenuous  Fenelon  is 
jufl,  and  if  Thomfon  has  cautioned  youth 
againit  the  danger  of  love,  it  was  becaufe 
he  knew  from  the  experience  of  his  own 
feelings,  how  fafcinating  are  its  charms. 

Your  letter  has  quite  relieved  my  an- 
xiety. I  was  apprehenfive,  my  friend, 
that  you  had  been  infulted  by  fome  wretch, 

who 
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who  unlike  a  man  had  taken  advantage  of 
your  unprotected  fituation,  and  offered  you 
an  indignity,  becaufe  he  expecled  to  avoid 
.  chaftifement. 

There  is  fomething  however  myfterious 
in  the  eonducl  of  your  friend  Captain 
x^rl — ton;  and  I  have  my  fufpicions  that 
your  delicacy  and  partiality,  has  induced 
you  to  convey  the  circumftances  in  the 
moft  favourable  terms.  But  let  me  tell 
you,  my  charming  girl,  that  it  was  not  like 
a  man  of  fpirit,  to  declare  his  attachment, 
and  then  to  leave  you  without  coming  to 
an  eclaircifFement  —  a  gentleman  would 
have  done  it  for  his  own  fake,  and  if  his 
paflion  had  been  an  honourable  one,  he 
would  have  requeued  it  from  pleafurable 
motives. 

However,  I  will  not  add  one  word  more, 
fmce  you  have  made  fo  candid  a  declara- 
tion of  the  caufe  of  your  latent  forrows — 
I  rejoice  that  I  have  been  able  to  draw 
them  from  you;  for  I  know  of  nothing 
1  that 
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that  is  fo  corroding  as  the  fecret  emotions 
of  the  heart,  when  we  have  not  a  friend  to 
whom  we  can  unbofom  ourfelves,  and  I 
hope  you  will  now  refume  your  wanted 
cheerfulnefs. 

I  But  to  begin  a  ftory,  the  recolleclion  of 
which,  brings  to  my  mind  the  idea  of  fo 
many  pleafures  and  pains — fo  many  morti- 
fications and  viciiTitudes,  with  a  circum- 
ftance  at  the  clofe  of  my  life  fo  extraordi- 
nary, that  my  whole  faculties  are  for  a  time 
fufpended. 

That  part  of  my  life  which  was  dedicated 
to  the  fervice  of  my  country,  in  the  army 
that  acled  under  the  command  of  General 
Wolfe,  you  are  acquainted  with;  and 
when  you  recollect,  as  I  informed  you,  the 
corps  in  which  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
was  difbanded,  and  the  officers  put  upon 
half  pay,  I  had  only  that  pittance  to  fub- 
fift  upon;  and  as  I  had  from  habit,  and 
from  the  connections  I  formed,  fallen 
into  a  way  of  living  far  beyond  my  in- 

vol.  i.  k  come, 
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come,  I  experienced  every  pecuniary  dif- 
irefs,  of  which  a  mind  attached  to  integrity 
is  fufceptible. 

My  Lord  M who  had  ferved  in 

the  fame  army,  was  pleafed  to  fay,  my  fer- 
vices  had  merited  the  thanks  and  rewards  of 
my  country,  and  faid,  he  would  take  every 
opportunity  of  recommending  me  to  the 
notice  of  his  Majefty;  and  he  affured  me 
fo  gracious  a  Sovereign,  could  not  fail  to 
diftinguifh  me  according  to  my  talents. 

Flattered  with  inch  expectations,  I  con- 
tinued to  keep  up  my  connections,  and  ap- 
peared as  ufual  at  court.  But  after  being 
tantalized  by  fuch  promifes,  for  upwards 
of  three  years,  and  after  having  involved 
m)  felf  confiderably  in  debt,  I  experienced 
that  the  promifes  of  my  Lord  were  nothing 
more  than  the  cant  of  courtly  hypocrify, 
which  gilds  the  horizon  of  your  hopes 
like  a  fetting  fun,  and  then  leaves  you  in 
xiarkneis  to  lament  the  lofs  of  its  enchant- 
ing rays. 

In 
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In  thisfituation,  treated  with  coolnefsby 
thofe  whom  I  thought  had  been  my  friends, 
I  felt  that  difguft  for  the  depravity  of  the 
human  heart,  which  is  natural  to  a  mind 
un contaminated  with  fervility. 

It  was  under  fuch  fenfations  I  fold  my 
half  pay,  with  a  motive  to  pay  my  debts, 
and  retire  into  forne  part  of  the  country 
where  I  mould  not  be  known,  and  there, 
by  fome  kind  of  labour,  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure an  independent  fubfiftence,  and  avoid 
the  contumacy  of  obligation. 

But  as  if  thedeftinieshad  taken  cognizance 
of  my  actions,  I  was  diverted  from  that 
falutary  refolution  by  meeting  with  Lord 

B ,   who  had  known  me   at  court, 

and  whofe  eftate  lay  in  the  neighbourhood 
to  which  I  had  retired.  He  feemed  quite 
aftonifhed  to  fee  me  in  the  garb  in  which 
I  was  clad;  and  after  many  aflurances  of 
his  regard  and  wifhes  to  ferve  me,  he  beg- 
ged that  I  would  make  his  co.ftle  my  home, 
untill  he  mould  have  it  in  his  power  to 
k  2  do 
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to  do  me  thole  favours  I   fo  much  merit- 
ed.    I    thanked  my  Lord  B for  his 

kindnefs  and  hofpitable  invitation;  but  I 
told  him  I  had  been  fo  often  difappointed, 
and  had  been  reduced  to  fuch  a  date  of 
degradation  and  wretchednefs,  that  I  had 
come  to  a  determination,  by  the  exercife 
of  thofe  powers  which  nature  had  given 
me,  and  by  a  life  of  induftry,  to  avoid  in 
future  thofe  rocks  and  quickfands  upon 
which  I  had  been  fo  lately  wrecked  ;  and 
that  animated  by  a  love  of  virtue,  I  could 
never  again  confent  to  fall  into  that  date 
cf  apathy,  which  indolence  produces,  and 
which,  when  indulged  to  a  certain  length, 
never  fails  to  end  in  certain  deftruclion. 

Lord  B appeared  to  admire  my 

heroic  fentiments,  and  faid,  that  it  would 
be  a  misfortune,  the  King  Jliould  loofe  the  ufc 
oj  talents  Jo  Jpkndid  and  appropriate  ;  and 
if  I  would  rely  upon  his  zeal,  he  mould 
confider  himfelf  bound  to  fecure  to  me 
the  poffeffion  of  my  mod  fanguine  hopes. 

Though 
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Though  I  had  determined  not  to  fuffer 
fuch  allurements  to  divert  me  from  my  ob- 
ject, yet  there  was  fomething  too  flattering 
in  fuch  apparent  difinterefted  promifes,  for 
me  to  be  able  to  wiihftand  them :  and  whe- 
ther it  was,  that  I  found  my  vanity  gratified 
by  his  eulogium  upon  my  abilities  or  nor, 
I  will  leave  you  to  determine  •  but  I  thought 
at  that  moment,  he  was  the  mojl  graceful  orator 
and  finijhed  gentleman  I  had  ever  known. 

I  immediately  fent  to  London  for  my 
baggage  which  I  had  depofited  with  a  trufty 
houfekeeper,  and  after  putting  myfelf  into 
my  former  garb,  I  waited  upon  Lord  B — 
at  Lilbourn  Houfe,  the  place  of  his  coun- 
try refidence,  where  I  was  received  in  the 
moil  obliging  and  affable  manner  by  Lady 
B . 

Lady  E after  having  been  the  toaft 

of  the  town,  and  the  admiration  of  the 
fafhionable  circles,  had  married  Lord  B — 
about  two  years  previous  to  that  aera,  and 
ftill  pofTefTed  all  that  radiance  of  beauty, 
k  3  that 
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that  gaiety  of  youth,  and  that  rrrefiftfbFe 
grace,  which  were  the  peculiar  attributes 
of  Venus. 

It  was  at  that  feafon  when  nature  in  all 
her  glory  wore  her  gay  eft  attire,  when 
pleafure  feemed  to  be  fpontaneous — It 
wTas  in  that  feafon  when  the  animal  fpirits 
receive  a  glow  from  the  genial  warmth  of 
the  voluptuous  winds,  which  were  perfumed 
w7ith  the  aromatic  fragrance  of  the  groves 
through  which  they  had  paffed>  and  when 
every  thing  animate  feemed  to  be  impreg- 
nated with  the  feeds  of  love. 

The  piercing  b*nghtnefs  of  her  eyes  com- 
municated a  mild  effulgence  to  her  ani- 
mated features,  which  befpoke  a  divinity  of 
fcul,  commanding  at  once,  both  reverence 
and  efteem. 

I  was  fenfible  of  my  danger,  and  laid  to 

Lord   B ,    that  though   I    confidered 

my  felf  much  obliged  by  his  proferred  friend- 
fhip  and  fupport,  and  highly  gratified  in 
the  pleafure  of  his  fociety,  yet  k  would  be 

impcffihle 
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impoflible  for  me,  to  be  able  to  endure  a 
life  of  fuch  inactivity;  and  if  he  would  not 
attribute  my  leaving  him  to  difrefpect,  I 
would  profecute  my  former  refolution, 
which  alone  could  fecure  me  that  tranquil- 
lity I  had  fo  long  defired,  and  which  I  was 
convinced  I  could  never  receive,  but  from 
a  (late  of  independence. 

To  fuch  reafoning  Lord  B anfwered, 

that  he  thought  I  was  actuated  by  the  moft 
capricious  folly ;  for  that  the  fummer  would 
foon  pafs  over,  when  he  mould  return  to 
town,  and  then  there  would  be  no  doubt  of 
his  obtaining  for  me  every  thing  which  I 
could  expect. 

This  remonftrance  diverted  me  from  my 
refolution;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  deter- 
mined to  rife  early,  and  by  that  means  I 
fhould  avoid  breakfafting  with  Lord  and 
Lady  B — ,  which  would  prevent  my  being 

of  Lady  B 's  morning  parties,  for    I 

ever  confidered  thofe  with  fine  women,  the 

moL dangerous;  and  by  walking  in   the 

k  4  garden, 


200  THE   EMIGRANTS.; 

garden,  which  was  very  extenfive,  I  hoped 
to  pafs  my  mornings  in  folitary  ftudy,  and 
thus  elude  the  {hafts  of  love. 

I  continued  this  plan  for  fome  time ,-  but 
it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  remain  ignorant 
of  the  domeftic  bickerings  that  agitated  the 
tender  heart  of  Lady  B .  I  had  fre- 
quently obferved  her  bofom  palpitating 
with  contending  paffions,  and  had  as  often 
feen  the  tears  of  forrow,  like  the  luftres  in 
heaven,  eradiate  the  divinity  of  her  charms. 

Thefe  fcenes  were  too  pathetic  for  me, 
not  to  feel  the  moft  lively  concern  for  the 
caufe  of  her  inquietude.  I  found  the  air 
of  gaiety  which  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  put 
on,  was  entirely  forced;  and  as  her  cha- 
grin appeared  daily  to -increafe,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  her  any  longer  to  hide  the  poig- 
nancy of  her  forrows. 

Beauty  is  never  fo  formidable  as  wheri 
in  tears- — It  is  then  that  every  charm  re- 
ceives additional  luftre,  and  when  the  heart 

is 
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is  foftened  to  pity,  the  arrows  of  love  are 
mortal  at  every  fhot. 

Great  God  !  how  ineffably  painful  is  that 
fcene  when  a  fenfible  andbeautiful  woman, 
with  the  raoft  delicate  feelings  of  honour, 
finds  herfelf  injured,  and  has  no  appeal  for 
juftice? 

Was  that  exquifite  fenfibility  given  to 
them  that  they  fhouldbe  mortified  and  made 
miferable  I  Can  folly,  or  arrogance,  or  the 
preiumptive  madnefs  of  man  conceive  that 
the  mafter-piece  of  nature — the  perfection 
of  the  immenfe  defigns  of  the  D  £  ity,  could 
have  been  formed  to  become  the  fport  of 
unfeeling  contumely,  and  to  fall  a  victim 
to  matrimonial  tyranny  ? — a  virtuous  man 
cannot.: — 

Or  rather  does  it  not  prove  how  much 
they  are  entitled  to  our  protection  and  fup- 
port?  and  I  pronounce  that  man  a  paltroon 
who  would  fuffer  any  confi deration  under 
heaven,  to  weigh  with  him,  when  the,  feel- 
ings of  an  unprotected  woman  have  been 
k  5  violated, 
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violated,  and  /he  infulted,  for  having  pre- 
tenfions  to  a  delicacy  to  which  a  brute  is  a 
ftranger. 

It  was  under  fuch  ideas  that  I   did  not 

hefitate  to  fay  to  Lord  B ,  that  there 

appeared  to  be  fomething  in  Lady  B 

that  indicated  an  uneafinefs  of  mind,  and  I 
hoped  it  was  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be 
lafting.  I  begged  that  he  would  forgive 
me  for  the  intereft  I  had  taken  in  their  re- 
ciprocal happinefs;  but  that  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  me  to  fee  any  perfon,  much  lefs  a 
virtuous  and  amiable  woman,  miferable, 
without  endeavouring  to  alleviate  their 
diftrefc. 

Lord  B faid  with  great  coldnefs, 

and  with  a  farcaftic  air,  that  it  was  impofnw 
ble  for  fome  women  to  be  otherwife  than 
unhappy — for  they  were  under  the  moft 
ungovernable  caprices;  and  that  was  Lady 

B 5s    misfortune,    or   rather   his,  and 

which  had  made  him  apprehend  for  fome 

time 
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time  pad,  that  they  would  lead  to  their  mu- 
tual wretchednefs. 

I  again  remonftrated,  and  told  him  that 
fhe  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  the  moll  ami- 
able diipofition;  and  wondered  if  me  was 
fo  different  as  he  had  reprefented  her,  how 
it  would  be  poffible  to  be  fo  compleat  at 
counterfeit  ? — He  faid  in  anfwer,  that  it 
was  quite  the  fafhion  of  the  times  for  fine 
women  to  have  fine  feelings ;  and  that  it 
was  now  looked  upon  as  quite  brutijli  for  .a 
man  to  go  to  bed  to  his  wife  in  a  (late  of 
intoxication,  which  was  at  once  endeavouring 
to  deflroy  all  our  Jocial pleasures,  and  render- 
ing a  man's  life  as  infipid  as  the  amufements 
of  women — In  fhort,  faid  he,  it  is  a  direct 
attack  upon  our  prerogatives,  which  if  xve 
furrender,  we  Jhould  become  the  moji  object 
and  contemptible  animals  in  the  creation. 

I  ftill  attempted  to  reafon  with  him,  but 
it  was  all  in  vain,  for  he  was  decided  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  tranquillity  of  fociety  de- 
pended upon  the  tyranvy  which  fhould  be 
&  6  continually 
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continually  exercifed  over  them,  otherwife 
a  female  empire  would  dejlroy  every  thing  that 
was  beautiful,  and  which  the  talents  of  ages 
had  accumulated. 

To  fuch  abfurdities  no  arguments  were 
of  any  avail.  I  told  him  I  differed  fo  com- 
pleatly  from  him  in  my  opinions,  that  it 
"was  impoflible  for  me  to  witnefs  the  exer- 
cife  of  fuch  a  tyranny  with  indifference; 
and  as  it  appeared  not  to  be  poflible  for 
me  to  afford  any  relief  to  either  of  them, 
he  muft  forgive  me,  when  I  told  him  I 
mould  depart  the  next  day. 

Lord  B — " —  would  not  hear  a  word  upon 
that  fubjeft,  for  whether  or  not  it  proceeded 
from  fhame  or  defign  I  cannot  decidedly 
fay,  but  it  is  however  certain,  that  he  was 
more  ftrenuous  than  ever,  in  preventing  my 
departure i  for  he  faid,  he  had  expected 
much  from  my  foeiety,  and  had  not  been 
difappointed. 

Such,  my  dear  girl,  was  the  prelude  to  afl 
my  fubfequent  miferies,  and  which  I  never 

recapitulate, 
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recapitulate,  but  I  reprobate  cuftoms  of 
the  world,  that  are  entirely  repugnant  to 
nature;  particularly  thofe  which  diaboli- 
cally opprefs  the  weak.  Farewell,  my  dear 
friend,  you  fhall  hear  from  me  by  the  next 
opportunity. 

I  am  affectionately,  your's,  &c„ 
P.  P . 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXIIL 
P.  P.  Efq.  to  Mifs  Caroline  T- 


Laurel-mount,  Jan. 

My  dear  Friend, 

WHEN  virtue  is  united  with 
beauty,  and  love  with  firmnefs,  they  ulti- 
mately will  lead  to  the  alleviation  of  thofe 
diftrefTes,  in  which  the  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  of  fortune  may  have  placed  them. 
I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  depart  in 

the  morning,  though   Lord  B had 

fignified  his  difap probation  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  and  even  went  fo  far,  as  to  fay,  that, 
after  his  friends  had  underftood  I  meant  to 
pafs  the  fummer  months  with  him,  my  fud- 
den  departure  would  be  confidered  unfa- 
vourable to  his  hofpitality  and  good  name. 

But 
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But  as  it  would  have  been  highly  improper 
I  mould  have  gone  without  acknowledg- 
ing to  Lady  B ,  how  very  much  I 

felt  myfelf  honoured  by  her  politenefs,  and 
how  much  I  lamented  the  caufe  of  that 
neceffity,  which  compelled  me  to  return 
to  town,  which  I  intended  to  have  made 
as  an  excufe,  I  had  rifcn  as  ufual,  and  after 
walking  for  fome  time  in  the  garden,  I 
returned  to  the  breakfaft-room,  where  I 
expeQed   to    find  both    Lord    and    Lady 

B ;  when  I  meant  to  take  my  leave  of 

them — but  I  was  difappointed.  My  Lord 
was  at  breakfaft  by  himfelf. 

I  inquired  after  Lady  B -'s   health, 

and  expreffed  my  alarm  at  not  finding  her 
down.  My  Lord  faid  that  me  was  in  one 
of  her  blefled  humours,  and  as  he  had 
become  fo  ufed  to  them,  they  had  ceafed 
to  have  any  effecl  upon  him ;  and  then 
added,  that  he  was  going  to  have  fome 
fifh-ponds  drawn,  which  would  be  hrs 
amufement  for  the  day,  and  that  he  did  not 

doubt 
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doubt  but  Lady  B would  be  recover- 
ed by  the  evening. 

I  {till  determined  not  to  depart  without 
making  my  acknowledgments  to  Lady  B — ; 
and  as  I  thought  it  was  very  likely  fhe 
would  be  confined  the  whole  day  to  her 
bed-chamber,  which  was  frequently  the 
cafe,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  wait  until  the 
next  day. 

I  had  generally  been  of  my  Lord  B — *s 
parties;  but  upon  that  occafion  Ldeclined 
it,  alledging,  I  had  fome  letters  to  write, 
which  required  my  immediate  attention. 

Going  into  the  garden,  where  I  intencL 
ed    to    have    amufed    myfelf  until    Lord 

B i  fhould  return  to  dinner,  which  he 

faid  would  be  as  ufual  at  fix  o'clock;  I 
was  agreeably  furprized  to  find  Lady 
B was  fitting  in  an  alcove  at  the  far- 
ther end  of  the  ground— I  ftepped  imme- 
diately that  way,  and  on  my  approach  (he 
feemed  quite  abforbed,  and  did  not  at  firft 
take  notice  of  my  advance.     I  halted  fox 

fear 


THTE    EMIGRANTS.  20£ 

fear  of  interrupting  her,  and  was  about  to 
turn  back,  when  fhe  obferved  me,  and  faid, 
Good  morning  to  you,  Sir,   I   underflood 

that  you  had  accompanied  my  Lord , 

who,  Sophia  told  ,me,  had  gone  upon  a 
fifhing  party.  I  then  entered  the  alcove, 
and  faid,  that  I  had  excufed  myfelf  to  my; 
Lord,  and  begged  that  I  might  not  inter- 
rupt her  ftudies,  for  flip  was  Titting  with 
a  book  in  her  hand. 

'i  A  deep  figh  efcaped  her,  and  I  felt  every 
wound  in  my  heart  bleed  afrefh.  She 
had  been  drying  up  her  tears;  but  nature 
mud  have  vent — and  when  the  torrent  of 
emotions  have  been  checked,  they  gene- 
rally accumulate  in  fuch  force  as  to;  over- 
turn the  barriers  of  pride,  and  it  is  when 
the  divinity  of  the  foul  floats  in  tears,  that 
it  creates  a  fenfibility,  which  like  an  elec- 
trical fhock,  roufes  into  a&ion  the  mod 
dormant  animation.    . 

Her  whole  faculties  were  for  a  time  fuf- 
pended  with  the  proud  idea^  that  her  rank 

and 
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andvirtuewouldfhieldher  fromtheanimad- 
verfions  of  an  invidious  world;  and  that  by 
concealing  her  wrongs,  the  dignity  of  her 
name  would  efcape  the  obliquy  of  cenfo- 
rious  fools,  who  fpend  half  their  lives  in  dif- 
feminating  fcandal,  and  calumniating  their 
neighbours;  which  conftitute  the  primum 
mobile  of  their  colloquial  vivacity, — is  the 
food  of  their  envy,  and  the  fpring  of  their 
every  felicity. 

Her  labouring  emotions  at  length  fa 
agitated  her  tender  bofom,  that  every  re- 
turning fwell  appeared  to  threaten  her 
with  immediate  definition ;  but  when  her 
tears  began  to  flow,  the  inward  ftorm  fub- 
fided  into  a  ferene  calm,  and  her  foft 
azure  eye  gave  a  mild  radiance  to  her 
charms,  which  was  love  itfelf,  robed  in  all 
its  celeftial  fplendour. 

The  die  was  caft — I  ftood  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Rubicon.  I  mud  either  have 
retreated  like  a  coward,  and  have  aban- 
doned the  empire  of  the  world,  or  by  a 

ftroke 
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ftroke  of  manly  courage,  crofs  the  limits 
of  defpotifm,  andrifque  from  oppreffion  and 
tyranny  the  moft  lovely  creature  upon  earth. 

Who  is  fo  bafe  as  to  fay  they  would 
have  hefitated  ? — What,  defert  the  perfec- 
tion of  beauty  in  diftrefs,  and  fuffer  vir- 
tue to  mourn  without  offering  it  protection? 

No,  by  heavens!  when  a  degenerate 
world  (lands  by,  and  beholds  every  day 
with  indifference,  their  privileges  tram- 
pled upon,  and  make  fport  of  the  miferies 
of  unfortunate  woman  who  have  been 
driven  over  the  brink  of  perdition,  by  the 
injuftice  of  nefarious  codes ;  fhall  no  man 
dare  to  take  their  part  ?  Who  is  fo  infen- 
fible  as  to  be  moderate  when  reprobating 
a  conduct  fo  infamous  and  contemptible? 

No,  Caroline,  I  did  not  hefitate — I  fell 
upon  one  knee,  and  feizing  her  hand  at 
the  fame  time,  I  exclaimed,  here  will  I 
for  ever  reft  until  I  know  the  caufe  which 
makes  you  unhappy?  I  have  no  claim, 
to  your  confidence,  but  as  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, and  if  you  will  permit  me  to  profer 

you 
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you  my  friendfhip,  I  here  pledge  myfelf 
by  the  facred  ties  of  a  Gentleman,  in  the 
prefence  of  that  luminary  which  warms 
into  life  the  whole  creation,  but  which  in 
future  will  not  effect  me,  only,  as  the 
fmiles  again  refume  their  empire  in  your  face- 
Ten  thoufand  thoughts  appeared  to  rufh 
into  her  imagination  —  honour,  candour, 
and  pride,  feemed  to  contend  for  domi- 
nion; but  the  innocence  of  her  heart,  be- 
trayed the  fentiments  of  her  mind. 

I  attempted  to  relieve  her  perplexity  by 
faying,  I  knew  the  caufe  of  her  mifery;  and 
as  my  Lord  had  done  me  the  honour  to 
converfe  with  familiarity  upon  his  domeftic 
Concerns,  I  begged  that  I  might  be  permitted 
to  reprefent  to  him,  to  what  a  dangerous 
length  her  unhappinefs  had  increafed.  She 
replied,  that  it  was  in  vain ;  for  his  Lord- 
fhip  had  for  a  feries  of  time  been  in  fuch 
habits  of  life,  that  it  would  be  next  to  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  lay  them  afide.  And  it 
was  from  their  influence,  that  his  mind 
and  manners  were  become  fo  vitiated,  that 

nothing 
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nothing  fhort  of  regeneration  would  effect 
a  change ;  for  ilie  had  ufed  every  perfuafion 
and  entreaty,  to  divert  him  from  the  prac- 
tice of  drinking,  without  producing  any 
other  end,  than  having  herfelf  abufed — 
adding,  that  his  Lordfhip  was  one  of  thofe 
extraordinary  men,  who  confidered  women 
merely  as  a  domeftic  machine,  neceffary 
only  as  they  are  an  embellifhment  to  their 
houfe,  and  the  only  means  by  which  their 
family  can  be  perpetuated. 

"  And  is  it  poflible  that  your  friends  my 
€t  Lady,"  replied  I,  "  can  fufferyou  to  be- 
cc  come  a  facrifice  to  the  tyranny  of  abfurd 
"  cuftoms,  and  the  vanity  of  nonfenfical 
*f  grandeur?  Is  it  poflible  that  they  can  be- 
"  hold  the  rofes  fade  upon  your  cheeks, 
fc  and  the  fpring  of  youth  overcaft  with 
«  the  fomb?me  reflections  of  a  heart,  labour- 
M  ing  in  the  elements  of  virtue,  pride,  and 
"  inclination,  and  not  attempt  to  refcue 
"  you  from  a  fituation  fo  repugnant  to 

"  your 
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*'  your  nature,  and  fo  dangerous  to  your 
**  health  and  conftitution? 

f*  How  is  it  poffible,"  anfwered  fhe,  "for 
"  my  friends,  in  my  prefent  fituation,  to 
«•  remove  my  diftreffes?  I  am  bound  to 
**  my  Lord  by  the  ties  of  matrimony,  which 
"  it  is  not  poffible  to  diffolve,   but  under 
u  circumflances  which  are  as  repugnant  to 
u  delicacy,  as  they  are  remote  from  my 
"  thoughts;  and  which  make  fituations  like 
€<  mine   the   more  deplorable,  as  there  is 
<«  no  retreating  from  them  with  honour; 
u  and  to  endure   them,  is  a  thought  too 
**  painful  for  a  quick  and  lively  fenfibility 
**  to  fupport :"  and  continued,  with  faying, 
that  me  had  made  up  her  mind  upon  the 
fubjecl ;  which  was  to  be  as  little  with  Lord 
B — i —  as  poffible,  and  to  feek  in  fludy  for 
that  amufement  fhe   had   been   taught    to 
expect  from  the  attention  and  converfation 
of  a  hufband ;  adding,  that  when  fhe  was 
married,  fhe  was   fo  young  that  it  was  im- 
poihble  for  her  to  have  had  an  adequate 
l  idea 
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idea  of  the  nature  of  fo  folemn  an  engage- 
ment— that  her  family  had  made  the  match 
from  motives  of  convenience,  in  which  her 
heart  never  had  any  concern,  and  that  fhe 
had  been  induced  to  accede  to  their  impor- 
tunities, from  considerations  of  filial  ten- 
dernefs  and  duty,  without  having  the  mojl  dif- 
4  ant  idea  of what  fatal  conferences  might  flow 
from  fuch  an  azqniefcence. 

She  -then  begged  I  would  not  think  me 
-flighted  my  friendfhip,  for  that  fhe  regarded 
the  candour  which  marked  my  converfa- 
tions  with  his  Lordfhip,  and  affured  me, 
that  when  I  was  not  better  engaged,  fhe 
mould  be  happy  to  fee  me  in  the  alcove ; 
the  place  fhe  intended  mould  become  her 
fummer's  retirement  and  ftudy;  alledging 
that  company  began  to  be  difagreeable  to 
her,  as  it  brought  to  her  mind  the  innocent 
paftimes  of  her  youth,  and  the  recolleclion 
of  thofe  dreams  of  pleafure,  which  a  lively 
and  credulous  imagination  had  furnifhed. 

I  then 
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I  then  told  her  of  the  determination  I  had 
taken  to  leave  Lilbourn  Houfe,  and  reca- 
pitulated the  converfations  which  pafled 
between  his  Lordfhip  and  myfelf ;  cauti- 
oufly  avoiding  to  repeat  fuch  parts  as  could 
tend  to  ftrengthen  the  difference  between 
them,  and  which  wTas  the  real  caufe  why  I 
had  not  attended  my  Lord  that  day.  She 
faid  it  would  give  her  concern  if  I  mould 
put  myfelf  to  any  inconvenience  on  her 
account;  and  told  me  by  way  of  proof, 
that  thofe  difagreements  would  not  happen 
again  *  for  the  ftruggle  I  in  part  had  wit- 
nefled,  was  the  caufe  of  the  agitation  of  a 
mind  fenfibly  alive  to  every  fentiment  of 
duty  and  honour,  then  labouring  in  the 
event  o£  a  determination,  which  fhe  had 
made,  and  which  was,  never,  to  enter  the 
bed  of  my  Lord  B again;  for  his  con- 
duel  to  her  that  morning,  after  coming  to 
her  two  hours  after  midnight  in  a  ftate  of 
intoxication,  was  too  grofs  for  a  woman  of 
fpirk  and  deiicacy  to  forget;  adding,  that 

he 
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he  had  every  chance  given  him  from  time 
to  time  to  fhew  his  compunction,  and  to 
reform;  but  that  he  had  proved,  by  a feries 
of  contempt  and  indifference,  no  fuch 
change  was  to  be  expected;  and  that  fhe 
would  fooner  facrifice  her  life  than  her  de- 
licacy ;  which  would  be,  after  the  treatment 
flie  had  received,  a  molt  ignominious 
prostitution. 

In  this  kind  of  manner  we  parTed  a  mod 
melancholy  day,  but  as  I  obferved  that 
Lady  B was  firm,  and  feemed  to  be- 
come more  and  more  collected,  I  again 
relinquifhed  my  defign  of  departing  from 
Lilbourn  Houfe,  and  upon  my  Lord's  re- 
turn, which  was  not  untill  confiderably 
after  fix  o  clock,  we  returned  to  dinner. 

Permit  me,  my  dear  Caroline,  to  afTure 
you,  how  much  I  love  and  efteem  you. 

Adieu, 

P.  P . 

vol.  i.  L  LET- 


2l8  THE  EMIGRANTS. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

Mifs  Caroline  T n  to  P.  P ,  Efq. 

Pittfburg,  Jan. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

I  HAVE  only  time  to  thank  you 
for  your  laft  favour,  by  the  return  of  your 
Mercury,  and  to  afiure  you  that  I  am 
trembling  for  your  honour — I  dread  the 
itudies  at  the  alcove — I  could  almoft  wifh 
vou  had  flown  as  you  had  determined — I 
will  not  anticipate  you;  but  I  cannot  fee 
how  it  was  poffible  for  you  to  acquit  your- 
felf  with  credit  in  the  ftate  your  heart  was 
in — certainly  it  was  imprudent  to  truft  your- 
felf,  and  as  there  was  no  probability  of  your 

being  of  any  fervice  to  Lady  B ,  you 

was  not  only  inconfiderate,  but   you   do 

not 
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not  appear  to  have  had  that  regard  for  her 
honour,  which  a  delicate  fenfibility  would 
have  infpired ;  for  however  manly  and  pure 
your  motives  might  have  been,  it  muft  have 
given  occafion  for  the  fervants   to  talk  of 

Lady  B ,  which  never  fails  to  fpread, 

and  thus,  what  might  have  been  the  effecl: 

of  politenefs  to  you,  as  my  Lord  B 's 

gueil,  is  turned  by  their  conjectures  into  a 
difpofition  to  intrigue;  and  thereby  the  re- 
putation of  an  innocent  woman  is  deftroyed> 
and  that  peace  which  you  wifhed  to  reftore 
is  for  ever  blafted  by  the  refentment  of  a 
man,  who  thinks  that  his  wife  has  difho- 
noured  him  with  the  very  perfon  who  was 
fupported  by  his  hofpitality,  and  who  had 
found  an  afylum  in  his  caflle  againft  poverty 
and  wretchednefs. 

The  feverity  of  the  winter,  and  the 
depth  of  the  fnow  upon  the  mountain,  has 
fhut  out  all  intercourfe  between  this  and 
Philadelphia,  which  has  prevented  our 
hearing  from  George,  who  my  father  has 
l  2  been 


220  THE    EMIGRANTS. 

been  anxioufly  expecting  for  Tome  time  paft, 
but  it  is  almoft  impoffible,  at  prefent,  to 
traverfe  tliofe  frofty  regions,  fo  that  when 
I  recollecl  George's  fondnefs  to  indulgence^ 
I  think  it  is  moft  likely  that -we  fhall  remain 
in  this  place  till  the  approach  of  fpring,  and 

Untill  Cancer  reddens  with  folar  beams, 
Unbends  the  ground,  and  thaws  the  weeping 
flreams. 

We  pafs  our  time  as  agreeable  as  pof- 
fible,  confidering  the  events  that  have 
happened. 

Mrs.  W is  the  moft  engaging  wo- 
man alive,  and  fo  continually  varies  the 
few  amufements  of  which  this  place  is  fuf- 
ceptible,  when  there  is  hardly  fuch  a  thing 
as  moving  out  of  doors,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  not  to  find  our  animation  cheered — I 
wifh  I  had  the '  addition  -of  your  fociety, 
and  then  I  think  I  fhould  be  happy ;  but  I 
will  not  complain  if  you  will  relieve  me 
Wn  the  anxiety  your  laft  has  produced. 

We 
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We  all  join  in  wifhing  for  a  continuation 
of  your  health  and  fpirits ;  but  believe  me 
no  one  fo  cordially  as  your  friend 

Caroline, 

P.  S.  We  have  not  yet  heard  a  word 
refpecling  Capt.  Arl — ton.  I  wifh  he  may 
have  arrived  fafe  at  Louifville,  for  I  am 
told  the  Indians  are  Hill  at  war  with  the 
low  country. 
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